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HUSQVARNA - 


ASKS FOR 
PENNZOIL 


That’s right, Team Husqvarna Motocross and Desert riders ask for 
and rely on Pennzoil 2-Stroke Motorcycle Oil. Any knowl- 
edgeable rider knows how important oil is. Without a quality 
oil, engine friction and heat will soon put you on the sidelines. 
Pennzoil Motorcycle Oils, made from 100% pure Pennsylvania grade 
crude oil, are tough, clean burning and stand up under the gruel- 
ing strains of hard riding. Ask Team Husqvarna Motocross rider 
Bob Grossi or Team Husqvarna Desert rider Rolf Tibblin what oil 
they use . . . it’s Pennzoil 2-Stroke Motorcycle Oil. If you're in- 
terested in being there at the finish, take a tip from Team Husq- 
varna .. . ask for Pennzoil. Its exclusive hydro-cracked base oil 
assures cleanliness and engine response at any RPM. Pennzoil is 
free flowing for injector use, has superior lubricity, extreme oili- 
ness for extra clinging power on hot surfaces, exceptionally high 
viscosity index and an exclusive additive that provides extended 
engine life. 


Bob Grossi ; 
Team Husqvarna PENNZOIL COMPANY 
Motocross Oil City, Pennsylvania 


Western Headquarters 
| Los Angeles, California 
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ON THE COVER: Bill Crites snapped this rider 
attempting the infamous ‘‘loop-the-loop"’ over the 
river crossing at the Viewfinders Grand Prix in 
Valencia, Cal. The Viewfinders made a plywood 
ramp to launch racers across the stream if they 
didn't feel like splashing through, but some would 
have been better off not using it! 
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1 BELL Super Magnum helmet. White/Orange/Silver $49.50 
2 TORSTEN HALLMAN flip-up visor w/ tear-off lenses — 9.50 
3 GECEL Deluxe goggles. Carrera-type, w/ extra lens 6.95 
4 GECEL goggles. Carrera-type. Clear lens 4.50 
5 GECEL spare lenses. Clear or Smoke color ea. 1.00 
6 JOFA mouthguard, complete w/ mounting hardware — 5.95 
7 HALLMAN racing jersey. Red/blue/green/yellow. M/L 12.95 
8 HALLMAN MX gloves. S/M/ L/ XL 10.95 
9 BILL WALTERS 9” N'hyde body belt. Red,white,blue 11.95 
10 BILL WALTERS GP pants. Plastic kneecups, padded hips 
& shins, nylon lining, 2 front pockets, adj. belt. Blue w/ 
yelo stripe / Black or tan w/ USA color stripe 74.95 
O11 J-T MX socks. Blue-Wh /Red-Wh / Yelo-Blue Stripes pr. 6.95 
012 TOP GEAR MX boots. Padded shins, steel instep 54.95 
013 SHOEI full-coverage helmet w/ flipshield & visor in new 
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design. White / Yelo / Orange / Black S/M/L 32.95 
014 Vented nylon jersey. Red / Blue / Yellow / White / or 

Black, w/ contrasting trim. S/M/ L/XL 11.95 
C315 Chest Protector. Hallman GP-pattern in tough vinyl 12.95 
C116 JIM DAVIS elbow guard. H-D w/ 1%” padding pr. 12.95 
C17 TORSTEN HALLMAN GP gloves. New type pr. 11.25 
C18 TORSTEN HALLMAN GP leathers. Plastic knee, shin 

guards. Blue w/ Yellow stripe pr. 76.00 
C119 MX boots. U.S. made. Padded shins, heavy-duty sole 44.95 


020 TORSTEN HALLMAN plastic number plate. $2. ea. 3/ 4.95 
021 FLYING FINN fork protectors. Silv./Yel./Blue/Red/Blk.4.95 
C122 DID shoulderless alloy rims. Super-trick. Limited supply ! 
WM-1 x 21 / WM-2x 18 36-hole only! ea. 39.50 
C323 WEBCO Service stand. Adjustable; fits all bikes 12.95 
024 HALLMAN GP protector. Blk-Yel / Blu-Yel / Red-Wh 15.50 
O25 BILL WALTERS 7” body belt. Canvas, 4-buckle. Blk. 8.95 
026 JIM DAVIS shin & knee guards. Hi-impact plastic pr. 19.95 


WE BELONG 


K SPEEDCENTER. U.S.A. P.0. BOX 486, BIN 292, COSTA MESA, CA. 92627 9) 


CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS & WHOLESALE DIVISION: 3001 REDHILL AVE. COSTA MESA,CA. 92626 (714) 979-1550. DEALERS i 


027 JIM DAVIS contoured kneeguards heavy pads pr. 7.75 
C328 JIM DAVIS shinguards. Hi-impact plastic pr. 10.95 
C329 CASLER air filters. Specify year, make, model, CC 3.95-6.95 
C330 FILTRON air filters. List year, make, model, CC — 3.10-6.25 
C31 CARRERA goggles w/ yellow & smoke lenses 7.95 
Spare lenses: Clear / Smoke / Yellow ea. 1.50 
C332 ARMORALL! Protects, preserves bike, leathers, etc. 8-oz 3.00 
033 COMPLETE BOOK of MOTOCROSS.112p. of 'how-to's'5.95 
O34 CLYMER repair manuals: Bul. 7.50, Hod. 6.50, Hon. 5.50, 
Husky 7.50, Kaw. 5.50, Mon. 7.50, Ossa 7.50, Suz. 5.50, 
Yam. 4.50 Be sure to specify model and year 
035 J-T MX socks. 30” Red/Yelo/Gold/Blue/Grn/Or pr.6.15 
C136 Motocross suspenders. Brilliant USA colors pr.4.95 
C37 Handling Kits. AT1/CT1 Yamaha / '71-later Hodaka 26.95 
C338 Engine lowering kit: Yam AT1/CT1 19.95 / DT1/RT1 14.95 


039 WEBCO hi-perform. head. Kaw., Suz., Yam., Hod. 39.95 
C240 Super-light MX tank. 1.7-gal. hi-impact plastic. Center 
mount, cap incl. Yelo / Silver / Red / Orange 44.95 


C341 Enduro tank. 3.4-gal. hi-impact plastic. Fits Yamaha 250,360, 


all Huskies, Honda XL250, others. Cap included. 49.95 
Hi-velocity fuel petcock for above tanks 6.00 
C142 Duckbill visor. Universal. White / Blk / Silver / Orange / Yelo 
Transp. Yelo / Transp. Green / Transp. Smoke 2.00 
043 JIM DAVIS mouthguard. Dentist-designed protection — 5.95 
044 Faceguard for helmet. All nylon. Easy to install 3.95 


O45 BELSTAFF 7rialmaster Professional jacket. ISDT-type in 
Red / Green / Black 49.00 Matching trousers 35.00 
O46 HOOKER headers. Most 2-strokes & HONDA SINGLES ! 
Specify year, make, model, CC 32.00 - 53.00 
047 Spokewrenches. Important tool! Specify make, model 1.00 
O48 CASLER bolt-on silencer. Specify yr., make, model, CC 
and stinger 0.D. measurement. 9.95 
049 CASLER p.v.c. fuel line. 3 ft. x 3/16", 1/4”, 5/16", 3/8"1.25 


NAME 
ADDRESS. 
CITY. 


STATE 
BIN 292 


ZIP CODE 


ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS umm um 
Use this convenient coupon. Check items wanted in adjacent boxes. Circle 


bike name, model, color choice (give second choice also), and/or size as 
needed. Use separate sheet if required to list all details to ensure correct 
merchandise is sent. Add $1.00 postage, handling on orders less than $15. 
(Postage FREE on orders of $15.00 or more except expansion chambers, 
handlebars and shocks, which are shipped postage collect. Enclose money | ————————. No. 
Charge it on BankAmericard or MasterCharge by A 
COD orders require 25% deposit. California 


order or check for total. 
listing information at right. 
residents must add 5% sales tax. 
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INQUIRE ON YOUR COMPANY LETTERHEAD 


C350 CASLER cable ties. Flexible, tough. Pack of six 1.00 
C351 CASLER 4130 chr.moly bars. BIk oxide. 5" rise, 34" w. 18.95 
C352 'J-BAR' . Vib.-absorb. solid alloy. 6" rise, 34” width 19.95 
C153 WEBCO MX pegs for Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda pr. 8.95 
C354 WEBCO sparkplug holder assembly w/ wrench, clamps 5.95 
055 PRESTON PETTY front fender 4%-inches wide 4.00 
C356 PRESTON PETTY rear fender 6 inches wide 5.00 
C357 PRESTON PETTY new type “MUDER” fender 5 in.w. 5.95 
All fenders avail. in: Wh / Yelo / Red / Silv / Blue / Blk / Or / Grn 
C358 PRESTON PETTY universal front fender bracket 4.00 
O59 PRESTON PETTY Yam. 125/175 or 250/360 rear bkt. 6.50 
O60 FLYING FINN mud flap. BIk/Yelo/Red/Silv/Blue ea. 1.95 
061 BOGE shocks. 5-way adjustment, 3” travel. w/ sprgs. pr.38.00 
O62 KONI shocks. Damper units only ea. 25.00 
O63 GIRLING springs. Fit Koni. 75/60-90/88/70-100Ib. ea. 6.50 
O64 2ND SUSPENSION: ‘Tune your ride.’ Comp. w/ sprgs. 50.00 
For all suspension units: Specify eye-to-eye length,(extended) 

year, make, model, CC of bike(s) you wish to fit. 


065 Control cables. Nylon anti-friction lined. Throttle, fr. brake, 
clutch for: Bul, CZ, DKW, Husky, Maico, Monark, Ossa, Pen- 
ton, Yamaha. Universal cables w/ extra nipples also ea. 3.95 


O66 Lever covers. Neoprene. Fit all levers pr. 4.00 
O67 IMPAC levers. Unbreakable plastic ea. 7.95 
068 CT 'BLACKLOY' sprockets. Hardened alloy, rear. Specify 
machine make, model, CC, no. of teeth wanted. 14.95 - 17.95 
C369 Tie-downs. H-D Shur-release type. 2" wide. US colors pr. 8.95 
C370 P. PETTY rect. number plate. Wh / Yelo / Grn / Bik ea. 1.00 
O71 P. PETTY oval number plate. Wh / Yelo / Grn / Blk ea. 1.00 
072 DOHERTY %-turn throttle. Plastic. Incl. dummy grip — 6.95 


073 TOMMASELLI GP grips. Surgical rubber. pr. 3.50 
074 DOHERTY ribbed MX grips pr. 2.00 
O75 MAGURA ISDT-type grips or. 3.00 


ERCNEE PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED 
EU IF PAID FOR BY BANKAMER- 
ICARD OR MASTERCHARGE. 


Expiration date 
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“EXCUSE ME, 
MAY | SEE YOUR 
PIT RACING LICENSE?” 


I probably would never have 
found out about it, if it hadn’t been 
for the fact that I had let my driver's 
license expire. You see, in the state 
of California, when your license ex- 
pires, you have to take another driv- 
ing test and examination. It’s a com- 
mon practice — many states have it. 

So, I had to go through that most 
boring of all rituals — standing in 
line all day at the Department of 
Motor Vehicles. You stand a while, 
move two feet, stand for another 20 
minutes, move another foot, zzzzzzz, 
etc. Your reward for going through 
all this agony is the opportunity to 
converse briefly with a (more often 
than not) foul-tempered individual 
who can't stand his (her) job. You, 
after filling out many papers, are 
then given a test for your driving 
license and you are supposed to pass 
this written examination. It's not too 
difficult — in California, it's a simple 
multiple choice thing. 

Like a good boy, I completed the 
test and took it over to yet another 
window for grading. As luck would 
have it, I was the last one in the 
line. It was almost closing time and 
Im sure most of the clerks were 
eager to get home. 

As the examination grader (a man 
of perhaps 45) checked off the an- 
swers, I snuck a peek at the stack of 
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official looking forms next to his el- 
bow. He was preoccupied with his 
task and didn't pick up on my pick- 
ing-up. Jeez! There were all kinds 
of different examinations and test 
forms there. One for a chaffeur's li- 
cense, another for passenger car op- 
eration, another for motorcycle oper- 
ation, another for . . . what's this?! 
A PIT RACING LICENSE TEST!!! 
I could hardly believe my eyes. I 
craned over the partition for a better 
look, in order to check this phenom- 
enon closer. It was. It really was. 
Right on the top, in big letters, it 
read, "DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR 
VEHICLES, STATE OF CALIFOR- 
NIA, PIT RACER'S EXAMINATION 
SHEET. TO BE USED FOR OFFI- 
CIAL DEPARTMENT SCORING 
PURPOSES ONLY. CONTAINS 
CORRECT ANSWERS TO MULTI- 
PLE CHOICE QUESTIONS." 

Faaaaar out. I got up on tippy-toes 
for a better look . . . *koff-koff" Huh? 
It was the examiner-checker. He'd 
spotted my attempts to read the 
form. 

“You can't do that. These are offi- 
cial State papers" he angrily de- 
manded. 

“Uh, could I just take a peek at 


that one over there?" I asked very 
nicely. 

“No way. You want to get thrown 
out of here or something?" he 
snarled. 

With that, he picked up the papers 
and placed them on a desk about 20 
feet away. Smugly,he finished grading 


LATEST DESIGN 
CONTROL LEVERS 


CLUTCH 
_ or BRAKE 


Fits 
Either Side ! 


22 


* LIGHTER «STRONGER eUNAFFECTED 
BY GAS & LUBE SOLVENTS « INSTALL 
WITHOUT REMOVING GRIPS 

* ELIMINATE PROBLEMS OF OLDER 
STYLE LEVERS e GUARANTEED 


FOAM AIR FILTERS 


COMPRESSION 
RELEASE 


CLEANABLE e REUSABLE » LATEST 
DESIGN e SOCK OR CUSTOM FIT. TYPES 
FOR MOST BIKES e 


Part s Sugg. 


Plastic Clutch or Retail 
Control Brake CX-201 $5.95 
Levers Comp. Release CX-111 2.95 
Sock I.D. Length 

Filters 1%" 5" CX-51 3.75 
(See 1%" pu CX-52 3.75 
Catalogue 2%"’ 5" CX-53 4.50 
for 41 1%" y^ CX-71 4.95 
custom 2” y^ CX-72 4.95 
types) 24" 7 CX-73 5.50 

Oval Rectangular 

Plastic Green CX-131 ^ CX-138 3.95 
Number Black CX-132 CX-135 3.95 
Plates White CX-133 CX-136 3.95 
(Set of 3) Ylw. CX-134 CX-137 3.95 
Prof. ig: Whites. CX-139 — 7.95 


CYCLE-X ALSO FEATURES: 


e GAS LINE FILTERS e GAS GRABBERS 
* WHEEL FOAM e CHEST PROTECTORS 


Write for Catalogue 
Dealer-Distributor Inquiries Invited 


CYCLE-X PRODUCTS 
1785 WHITTIER AVE. 
COSTA MESA, CA. 92627 
(714) 642-4579 


AFRAID 


TO PARK YOUR BIKE & LEAVE? 


If you ever park on soft ground, grass, 
send or hot asphalt parking lote ... you HAVE REASON TO BE! 
- your bike may not be standing when you return / 
well... the days of BENT LEVERS, BROKEN MIRRORS, 


SCRATCHED MOTOR CASES & GAS SPILLS are OVER 
when you have a 


STEDI-PAD 


under your kickstand 


A 


-distributes load 

"light, easy to carry 
‘won't fold up or slip 
-same shape, ea. side 


ee } 


-drop STEDI-PAD while seated 
‘lower stand, lean bike on pad 
-place nylon loop over gas cap 


-when you return; mount up, 
then haul up pad & store it. 


‘bike is never unstable ! 


[Send coupon to: WHALEY'S Dept. DA ` 
IPO Box 542, Pacific Palisades, C 
‘extremely tough jPlense send, STEDI-PADs at 85.95 each 
*evallable with a |gnd— Storage bags at $ 3.95 each 
mieunt-enywherd! bag, Enclosed is check or M.O. for total amount. 
" i € postpaid -- Calif. resid. add 67. tax ) 
An IName 
innovation | Address 


DOUBLE DOOR DESIGN 
GIVES TRUCK-LIKE UTILITY 
Fold-up floor protects cabinets, 
makes extra hauling or storage area. 
WOODWORTH CAMPERS Factory Direct Sales 
719-A Arroyo Ave., San Fernando, Ca. 91340 (213) 361-4814 - 


B... 0. M. A 


| Factory Direct Prices 


ADULTS 
8'2' Model 
Other sizes available. 


(213) 367-3438 


BFT. MOTORCYCLE 


WELD-ON SILENCER TIE-DOWNS 


4 For all motorcycles. Top quality. 1000 Ib. Test Nylon. Quick release. 
A Tuned. Small . . . 90-175cc Med. Coated hooks. $4.95 pr. 
250cc Large . . . 350-500cc 


4. $9.95 value. $5.95 


FOOT PEGS 

; m For Yamaha, Suzuki, 
ln un - "WA Kawasaki. $3.85 pr. 
Mail Check or Money Order to: B.O.M.P., P.O. % 


Box 1405, Canoga Park, CA 91304 
Shipping charges C.0.D. 


my examination (I passed), and 

gave me yet another piece of paper, 

saying, “Come back tomorrow for 
your driving test.” Then he put on 
his coat and walked away. 

Now, I knew that I didn’t dare go 
behind that counter, or I'd get 
thrown in jail for 90 years. But I had 
to have that information. Idea! I 
split out of the door to my car and 
grabbed my ever-present camera 
bag. Five seconds later, I had the 
telephoto lens on and I skittered 
back inside. Most of the clerks (and 
clerkettes) were preparing to call it 
a day, and no one paid attention to 
me. Click, click, clicketty, clicketty, 
click. I had at least three of the pages 
of the PIT RACER'S TEST on film, 
complete with the correct answers. 

Two days later, we received the 
blowups back from the photo lab. 
Being fearless racket buster types 
here at the Mighty DB, we have de- 
cided to reprint what we have on 
film, for your edification and enlight- 
enment: 

PIT RACER'S EXAMINATION 

SHEET 
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR 

VEHICLES, STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA 
BETTY BOOPSNOOP, 

SECRETARY IN CHARGE OF 

MANY FORMS. 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A SCORE OF 78 IS PASSING — 

RIDING TEST MUST FOLLOW 
aoe CHOICE QUIZ. 

Which of the three following 
starting techniques is correct? 

[] Always start your bike with the 
exhaust pointed away from oth- 
ers, so as not to offend, and never 
raise engine rpm to an offending 
level. 

[.] Point the exhaust in the direction 
of a group of people who are try- 
ing to hold a conversation and 
scream the engine at peak revs. 

Move the bike right next to the 
announcers stand, so the loud- 
speaker can pick up all the sounds 
of an unmuflled 125 at 10,000 
rpm. 

2. Which of the following proced- 
ures is correct PIT RACER tech- 
nique during a riders’ meeting 
preceding a race? 

[] Leave your bike leaning against 


MOTO-X BARS 


Black oxide. 3”, 4”, 
ay ta height. All 38" 


Ó 
$1200 value. $6.95 
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your truck or van, and walk over. 
O Rev your bike up loudly, so that 
almost no one can hear the impor- 
tant information being dissemi- 
nated. 


DIRT BIKE 


[| Wait until the meeting is well un- 
derway, then ride up to the mid- 


dle of the gathering, put the bike. 


in neutral and blip the throt- 
tle until someone threatens to 
punch you. Call the threatener a 
foul name under your breath. If 
possible, ask stupid questions, 
like, "Where's the trophies from 
last April?" even though you have 
none coming. 

3. Riding techniques are important. 
What is the correct way to go for 
a hamburger? 

[] Travel slowly, in low or second 
gear, keeping an eye out for peo- 
ple or vehicles. 

O Do power slides in second all the 
way to the food stand. 

[x] Fifth gear only, at full rpm. 
Wheelies whenever possible. 

4. What is the required apparel 
when charging through the pits? 

O Complete riding gear, including 
helmet and gloves. 

O World War Two Pilot Scarf 
draped dashingly around neck. 
Leathers, boots, goggles and no 
shirt of any kind. Jofa is optional, 
as long as helmet is not used with 

it. 

5. If the track you ride at requires 
some sort of silencer, what sort 
of equipment should you utilize? 

[] Install a nice, quiet unit and 
mount it solidly. 

O Install one of the straight-through 
cheapies that do not work well, 
and hook it in place with string, 
so it will surely fall off many 
times during the day. This way, 
you can ride back to the pits with 
the silencer in your lap and not a 
soul can bitch about your open 
chamber. 

[X] Paint a beer can flat black, and 
hose clamp it in place over the 
end of your open stinger. If any- 
one yells, say, “Hey man, dont 
yell at me. I got a gawdamn muf- 
fler.” 

6. Machine maintenance is some- 
what different for a PIT RACER 
than for most others. Which is 
the way to go? 

[] Keep your machine finely tuned 
and running smoothly. 

[] Keep your machine in a ratty 
state of tune and constantly 
bother people for parts and tools, 
“Hey man, ya got a plug tool and 
a B12E plug? This scummy bike 
won't run right." 

PJ Jet the machine so rich that it will 
not even run, unless you are at 

Contd. on page 10 
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PRO-TECH FUEL TANK SEALANT 


DOES MORE THAN 
STOP LEAKS 


e PRO-TECH prevents rust & scaling 

e PRO-TECH prevents new leaks 

e PRO-TECH is EASY, QUICK, SAFE & 
ECONOMICAL to use 

e |T'S FULLY GUARANTEED! 


nil PRO-TECH FUEL TANK SEALANT does 
| seal leaks in your gas tank, but it 
m. does more .. . a lot more. 
M STOPS LEAKS Available at your local motorcycle 
ea Y dealer, or write for details. 
eun (PRO-TECH FUEL TANK SEALANT is not 


a gasoline additive.) 


PRO-TECH PRODUCTS CO. 
620 E. Walnut, Fullerton, CA 92631 e (714) 525-4796 


NEW 1974 PANTHER" 


PEAGE SHADOW 175 MOTORCYCLE 


AVAILABLE NOW...FOR 
TOWN:-TRAIL-ENDURO 


175 CC WITH OIL INJECTION — 
5-SPEED GEAR BOX. 


Also Exclusive Franchise Opportunities for 
Distributors and Dealers Available. 


PANTHER MOTORCYCLE DIV. 
KAWASHO INTERNATIONAL 


TWX 67-7515 
1543 WEST OLYMPIC BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA. 90015, (213) 386-6822 


Dave Meers il: EU URO RIDER 


1. The Zipper Six Day Bag—$6. 
(Approx. dimensions 8" X 41/2" 

3") Zippered pouch heavy Ps 
vinyl handle bar bag featuring — 


e eu 
zippered pouch — Velcro attached R2 


flap — nylon straps (with metal " ^ 
buckle) bar stitched to reinforced Ley 


section of bag — full canvas lining f ü 
— attached full circle racing tie down sirap. Available in black, red, blue, orange. 

2. Route Sheet Holder—$9.95 Steel case route sheet holder with removable, gasketed, 
plexiglass, full vision cover. Complete with resiliant handle bar clamps. 

3. Clock Holder—$9.95 22” diam. clock holder. Fits standard pocket watch, constructed 
of heavy P.V.C. plastic with flat plexiglass lenses, foam clock bed, necessary gaskets 
& resiliant handle bar clamps. 

4. Lever Covers—$1.75 

Heavy black vinyl full coverage covers (slip over cable & snap around lever). 

5. Cable Tie Downs—10 for $1.00 White Nylon 6” long ties. 

6. Stickers—50c each or $5.00 a dozen 


—All prices post paid in U.S.A. 3rd class mail —Texas residents add 596 —1096 extra in Canada 
—All Items Guaranteed 3 months— 


THE ENDURO RIDER DAVE MEERS CO,, Dept. D P.O. Box 5352 Irving, TX 75062 


——————— ——————————————————————————————— ë l 


THE PERFECT GIFT??? 

Sure, a whole barrel full of bucks is hard to beat for 
Holiday gift giving, but here’s a slightly more sensible 
suggestion. 

Give that dirt bikin’ person a subscription to the 
Mighty DB and keep ‘em happy all year long. Yup. Every 
time old Mister Mailman pops a copy of DIRT BIKE in the 
mail box, his (her?) jaw will slacken with stark apprecia- 
tion. “Gosh, it sure was nice of old what's-his-name to do 
this." he'll mumble. 

Yes indeed. Long after that barrel full of money would 
have been spent, DIRT BIKE will keep on coming. With 
more of the stuff you've come to expect — tests, techs, 
honesty and good clean fun. 

So if anyone you know is planning to give you a 
barrel full of money for the Holidays, stop them NOW! 
Whew ... just in time. 


| DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE C-611 
| BOX 317, ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 

| o subscribe enclose check or money order. Canada add 

| 1.00 postage, foreign add $2.00. 

| Please enter my subscription [ ) 

| Please send a gift in my name [ ] 

| (J 12 issues $7.50 — [24 issues $14.00 

| 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| City | | 
| State — ———— — —————— ipM | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| C] 12 gift issues $6.50 

| SEND MY GIFT TO: 

| Name 

| Address 
City 

| Staten eae LM 
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Doin’ the Yamaha, Bultaco, 
Harley, Maico, BSA rag, 
or a quick course 
on proper riding attitude 


By JERRY BOX 


As we all know, there are many 
guidelines for building a motor- 
cycle, but as of now there exist 
few, if any, for riding a motor- 
cycle. To rectify this gap, this 
writer has taken it upon himself 
to establish a few “rules” to ensure 
the proper attitude in riding your 
bike. 


HOW TO RIDE A BULTACO 

Carry a picture of Gilbert Roland 
in your wallet. Always wear black 
leather wristbands when riding mo- 
tos. Keep your passport in your boot. 
Dye your hair black and always 
bring your own tequila and a sack 
of lemons to the party. Claim Herb 
Albert is your illegitimate son. Al- 
ways drink your Gatorade from a 
bota bag. Call everybody “Johneee.” 
When bench racing, remind every- 
one how you smuggled the first Amal 
carb out of Spain stuck to your chest 
with used flypaper during the 
revolution. 

Call yourself “Papa” and write a 
gossip column for a motorcycle pub. 
Go to races in a '36 Ford truck with 
at least three barking dogs and 
eight screaming kids in the back. 
When racing wear a gypsy shirt 
with balloon sleeves that opens to 
the bellybutton. 

Carry a crescent wrench in a 
knife holder in your boot. Play Car- 
men Miranda tapes when working on 
your bike. Stay up late (no matter 
how late) to watch “For Whom The 
Bell Tolls.” 

Put off everything until tomorrow, 
even sex. Be able to read the Bul- 
taco parts book in Spanish. Refuse 
to go near a Montesa, talking to 
yourself as you walk away about the 
“Hombre selling out to Franco.” 
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Smoke twisted cigars till they burn 
your pencil-thin moustache. Cut 
your cylinder gaskets by holding 
them in your mouth and use a very 
sharp switchblade. 

Run Victor Mature for AMA presi- 
dent. Carry your key on a Rosary. 
Tell how it was used once to repair 
your chain in a driving rain in the 
Six Day Trials. Tape a Saint Chris- 
topher to your handlebars. Yell 
“BRAVO” whenever a Bultaco wins 
a race. Drop stuntman terms around 
J. N. Roberts. Never walk anywhere. 
Leap instead. Never enter a bar 
through the door. Crash through 
the window. Eat garlic for good luck 
before each heat. When in the win- 
ners circle, put your hands on your 
hips and laugh long and loud before 
sweeping the trophy girl off her feet 
into a 20-minute kiss. Make sure 
everyone knows that in case of emer- 
gency, you have the private number 
of Senor Bultaco and to call your 
wife second. 

Have your left ear pierced with a 
master link from a Pursang. When- 
ever you lose teeth from a crash-and- 
burn, replace them with a gold 
tooth with a ruby in the middle. On 
cold nights at bench racing, always 
wear a cape. Late at night, ride a 
Montesa naked through a women's 
club meeting to discredit Montesa. 
Have a bumper sticker that reads 
"Bultacoing is the most fun you can 
have with your clothes on." 


HOW TO RIDE A YAMAHA 
Be able to build a complete Yam- 
aha engine from a Zippo lighter and 
have it kick over on the first try. Tell 
everyone Honda got its start by 
building bicycle engines from shot- 
down B-29s. Start a movement to 
have Don Vesco canonized. Run 
Cont'd. on page 11 
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"LET'S GET IT ON" 
. (Your Shopping List) 


RACER'S PIT STOP (714) 
538-4212, 4200 E. Chap- 
man, Orange, California 
92669 
#1 COMPETITION 
CLOTHING CENTER 


FULLBORE MOTO-CROSS 
BOOTS 


Protect your foot, ankle 
and legs. Black leather 
17⁄2” high. 7 buckles for 
maximum support. Steel cap 
for toe protection. Leather 
covered ankle pads. Smooth 
sole with peg indentation. 
Available in V2 sizes from 
7-13. Add Y2 size to shoe 
size. 


$59.95 


MOTORCYCLE TIE DOWNS 
Secure those bikes. Super- 
strong 2" red, white and 
blue nylon straps. 3⁄2” 
plastic coated metal hooks. 
Secure bikes to truck, trail- 
er or camper. Easy release 
wet or dry. 

2 to a set $7.95 


JOFFA MOUTH GUARD 

Protect mouth from flying 
; a0! rocks and dirt clods. Easily 

attached to helmet. Mount- 


© ing kit included. Construct- 


G.P. CHEST PROTECTOR 
Used by most grand prix 


riders. Protects from fly- 
ing dirt and rocks. Light 
weight, high shock resist- 
ance. One size fits all — 
adjustable straps. Colors: 
black with yellow, blue 
with yellow or red with 
white. 

$16.95 


PROFESSIONAL 

NUMBER PLATES 

Identify your bike. Official 
size 8"x10" oval. Set of 
three with zip ties. Guar- 
anteed unbreakable. Sturdy 
light weight plastic. Virtu- 
ally indestructable. Colors: 
white, green, yellow, black. 
$3.95 per set. 


UNBREAKABLE FENDERS 
Set of two, front and rear. 
, Guaranteed unbreakable, 
light weight plastic. As- 
sortment of colors: orange, 
silver, black, yellow or 
white. 
$6.95 per set. 


All new 1973 CATALOG. Send $1.00 
for catalog and save $2.00 on first 
order. For mail orders write: 


RACER'S PIT STOP 
P.0. Box 2033, Orange, California 92669 


California residents add 5% sales tax. 


me —————À sÁÀ M"— HF"——————————— —Ó—— ÀJ 


FLYWHEEL PT 
PULLERS 


GUARANTEED Ta 
UNBREAKABLE 
New from Plus Products! A flywheel puller 
—guaranteed for life—with a heat-treated 
center bolt. Order yours today and never m 
be plagued with breakage again. 
| PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. | Z 
| 2732 Heritage Circle i 
I Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 I 
| Enclosed is my check or money order for | [X] 
$8.95 plus 50e postage per order. NOTE: I 
| When ordering be sure to include all infor- | 
l mation. pan | 
| MAKE i 
l [] Yamaha [] Ossa L] Penton | 8. 
| LJ Suzuki L] Husky O Sachs | 
| C) Hodaka [] Puch [3 Bultaco | 
| DKW I E 
] Model Year i 
Í ame I O 
l 
| address I 
| city l 
| | 
State Zip 9. 
Ec ii 


FROM THE SADDLE 


Cont d. from page 7 
full throttle. This gives the added 
benefit of releasing great belching |] 
clouds of blue smoke. 
Because your bike is never run- 
ning correctly, it will be neces- 
sary to always start the machine 
by towing. How should your fel- 
low PIT RACERS tow you? 
Always tow away from the 
crowded areas and use a long 
rope. 
Use a short tie-down so you stand 
a good chance of crashing into 
innocent spectators. 
Use your belt and pop the clutch 
right next to the refreshment 
stand, or through the line at the 
Porta-Can. 
There are many different kinds of 
people who frequent riding areas. 
Which of the following are the 
best ones to scare? 
Two-hundred-pound guys with 
nasty tempers. 
Anyone smaller than yourself, or 
a helpless cripple. 
Mothers carrying at least one 
child, with several others by their 
side. 
When asked to stop pit racing, 
which of the following replies is 


[] 


- SOLIDS 


BOX A, BONITA, CALIFORNIA 92002 For Super Fast Delivery, give us a call — Un-Collect Phone (714) 479-9696 


TO ORDER: 


Please indicate quantity and size next to colors desired. 


The popular broad-striped rugby jerseys in 10096 cotton — colorful, tough and a size 


for everyone. 


STRIPES!! 
Size 


Lime Green (Kaw.) & White 
Yellow & Royal Blue 
Orange & Black 
Red, White & Blue 
Emerald Green & Yellow 
Yellow & Red 
Steel (light) Blue & Maroon 
Steel (light) Blue & Royal Blue 
Kids' Jersey sizes 24, 28, 32 — $15.95 
Adult Jersey sizes 36, 40, 44 — $18.95 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 
Name 
Address 


City 
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Wear 'em anywhere, on or off the bike. 


SOLIDS!! 

Qty. Size 
Royal Blue 
Emerald Green 
Red 
Yellow 


Kids’ Jersey sizes 24, 28, 32 
$12.95 
Adult Jersey sizes 36, 40, 44 


$15.95 
California residents 
add 5% Sales Tax. 


AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 


Phone ( ) 


10. 


considered pure PIT RACING 
form? 

Gosh, I’m sorry, and I will at- 
tempt to improve the way I've 
been acting. My deepest apolo- 
gies. 

This is a free country, ya know. 
Hey man, what are you, some 
kinda hard-ass or something? 
Spinning doughnuts is the high- 
est form of the PIT RACERS art. 
What is correct doughnut tech- 
nique? 

Place left foot down and give the 
throttle a squirt, letting the rear 
end swing out a bit. 

Attempt to hit as many people as 
you can with the rear wheel, and 
still not fall down. 

Go right next to a guy who has 
his engine completely apart and 
find a dusty pocket. Spin around, 
putting the crud right into his 
open cases. Leave quickly. 


Unfortunately, that's all we were 
able to get on film. But at least, it 
gave us an idea of what it takes to 
get a PIT RACERSS license. 

Curious, we went back to the De- 
partment of Motor Vehicles the next 
day and asked some questions. When 


Cont'd. on page 22 
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CHECKPOINT Cont'd. from page 9 
Kel Carruthers for Pope. Learn to 
read Japanese from the Yamaha 
parts book. Learn to play a Yama- 
ha piano from the Yamaha repair 
handbook. Before any motocross try 
to look cunning while pouring saki 
into your gas tank. Put an autolube 
on your Datsun truck and call it 
the “Yokohama Mama.” At dinner 
parties insist on chopsticks. Drink 
your Gatorade out of a bowl. Name 
your bike Zero. Build your bike 
trailer from Lucky Lager beer cans 
and “C” ration can openers. Make 
Godzilla the Yamaha team mascot. 
Shave your head each time Yamaha 
loses a road race. Have very long 
hair. Be able to eat raw fish with 
your eyes open. Call your wife John 
Wayne. Make her hobble three steps 
behind you at all times. She should 
look a lot like Loretta Young from 
“Shangri-la.” See “TORA, TORA, 
TORA” 12 times. Forget Pearl Har- 
bor. Be able to eat puffed rice with 
chopsticks. Draw from memory the 
complete plans of a BMW diagram 
you saw three years ago. Make vour 
racing leathers from old rice sacks 
with silk knee pads. 

Demand a tea ceremony before 
each race. Roll your jockey shorts 
till they look like a sumo wrestler's. 
Make Tokyo Rose the trophy girl. 
Have Charlie Chan or John Wayne 
for a houseboy. Better yet, have both. 
Say all Occidental racers look alike. 
Do a portrait of A. C. Agaganian in 


How to wilh 


5 š ‘ts s, à k 
Tired of running second best or 


Only $5.00 per copy, plus last in the pack? Learn from the 


50¢ per copy for postage 


ceramic clay and paint it pink. Be and ending: aa BÉ. Led pies 
a development engineer in a toy mibi WIN AT PL written by the 
factory. editors of DIRT BIKE Magazine 


Wear patent leather army boots 
in motocross. Run the dragon lady 
for AMA president. Develop a bike 
frame out of plastic for motocross 
using old instamatic cameras. Be 
able to duplicate the entire Harley- 


Davidson factory in 7$th scale in a’ 


dormant volcano in Japan. Wear 
square goggles with fur on the 
edges. Tell everybody that FuMan- 
chu is alive and well and working 
as a development engineer at Yama- 


Cont'd. on page 16 


mm um 

[| 
ha. ed a ag man for a f pu 47^" HOW TO WIN AT RACING i 
x E ks pda Pee. Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316 4 
you must reply, “Its delicious.” i Enclosed is my check (or money order) for $ i 
Never kiss the trophy girl. Bow. i Please send me copy(ies) of the HOW TO WIN AT RACING book. - 
After any race, ride into the rising | g D31 B 
sam. I Name I 

T A 

HOW TO RIDE A BSA j Aaen i 
Wear a blonde handlebar mous-| E City a 
tache stained with Gatorade mixed | ! [| 
| State [| 
= [| 
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could be the answer to your prob- 
lems. 

Learn how to get started, how 
to ride in sand, over rocks, pass- 
ing, sliding, water hazards, jump- 
ing, how to get in shape, what 
machine for what use, and how to 
get sponsored. 

Written in an interesting easy- 
to-follow manner with clearly de- 
tailed photos. 


== Zip 
um um um zm ee ee ee ee ee en (ON SD ED UM ss Do m 
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ALL 
NEW 


for 
1973 


World's Largest Mail 
Order Catalog Ever! 


—SPECIALS— 


Heavy duty impact drivers 
complete with 4 bits 
and metal storage case .... only 7.95 


CPU M-X Boots only 49.95 
only 64.95 

.... (and up) only 24.95 
(and up) only 24.95 
(and up) only 19.95 
only 5.95 


Full Bore tires 
Mikuni Carbs 
Reed Valves 
Preston Petty Fenders 


Why shop several companies? When CPU has 
it all. Over $200,000.00 inventory. Just send 
$3.00 for the most complete catalog ever. 
Save $$$—— Same day service. Over 225 
pages. Over 10,000 items. Fully illustrated. 
Send to... 


CYCLE PARTS UNLIMITED INC. 
DEPARTMENT DB 
1623 EAST DOUGLAS 
WICHITA, KANSAS 67211 


Orders on all merchandise shipped same 
day received. 


CYCLE PARTS HAS IT ALL! 
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Ask 
the expert 


poeme 5 


PRESTON 
PETTY 


Address all technical and riding skill] - 


questions to Ask the Expert, DIRT BIKE 
Magazine, Box 317, Encino, California 
91316. All letters are subject to editing to 
present just the facts, Ma'am. Personal 


replies are nigh well impossible because 
of the volume of mail received. Letters 
are chosen for this column according to 
their general interest, importance, and 
whether or not an answer does exist. 


DEAD TURKEY BLUES 

I own a Yamaha 175 that is com- 
pletely MXed except for the stock 
carb. My problem is that when I 
bring my bike into a turn it accel- 
erates out about as fast as a dead 
turkey. Could you tell me where 
and why this is occurring? Keep up 
the good work in your mag. You 
guys are my last hope, because all 
the motorcycle dealers around here 

are a bunch of dumbies. 

Cliff Mathis 
Hawthorne, California 


As best I can tell, this is occur- 
ring as you accelerate out of the 
corner, since you mentioned that. 
Why it’s occurring is probably due 
to the dead turkey you are riding. 
Some of those “dumb motorcycle 
dealers” might have a smart me- 
chanic around; if not, I'd go out to 


the races and tackle the guy with the 
fastest. 175 Yamaha you can find 
and plead for some help with your 
bike. If that doesn't work, Td sell it 
and get either a 125 or 250, since it's 
very seldom that they run a 175 class 
in motocross. 


LESS COSTS MORE 
I have one of those brand-new 

Suzuki MXers, a Suzuki 125 Chal- 
lenger, 1973. I am wondering if I 
Should get new shocks, like some 
Arnacos or Konis. I've also been 
looking 'at magazines that have 
weight reduction ideas and I am 
wondering if I should invest my 
money to get new parts like an 
aluminum swingarm, bars, an airbox 
that works and other parts to lighten 
it, but it is already 189 pounds. 

Mike Balzer 

Hermosa Beach, California 


Yeah, either Arnacos or Konis are 
an improvement over the stock 
shock. When you've got some extra 
bread, spend it on gas and oil to 
practice like mad and improve your 
ability to where you can win some 
amateur events, at least ability-wise. 
Once you get to that point, you can 
try trick aluminum swingarm bars 
or other goodies. By that time you 
will probably have worn out your 
scoot and need a new one anyhow. 


SWING SONG 
I recently bought a 250 Husq- 
varna and do a lot of trail riding and 
some motocross. I read your test on 
the 250 Husky six-speed and you 
said the bike's swingarm should be 
lengthened for better handling. I 
would like to know if this improves 
handling for trail riding and moto- 
cross? What does the length of the 
swingarm do? What does this do for 
hillclimbing? Is this the best overall 
setup? 
Matt Collins 
Petaluma, California 


The longer swingarm will slow the 
handling of the machine down and 
tend to make it go in a straight line 
easier. I don't know how good it will 
make it handle, because I have never 
been able to ride a Husqvarna very 
well. It can't hurt the hillclimbing 
with the longer wheelbase because 
it wont loop as easy. I think your 


DIRT BIKE 


overall bet would be to leave it 
alone. It sure won't help on trail 


riding. 


GET IT ON! 


Get it on, and get it dirty as an enthusiastic spectator, whether 
you're up on the air or down in the dirt. The Hang Ten 'Dirt 
Shirt' is made to stay together with tough colors and stripes 
that make you look and feel the part. The Hang Ten ‘Dirt 
Shirt' for lookers and riders. 

Get it on! 


A CLEAR CASE OF ENTRAPMENT 
I currently own a Yamaha 125MX 
and I have a problem with the stock 
air filter. It doesn't catch all the dirt 
and other junk, and it all is going into 
the engine. This also makes my throt- 
tle stick open at times too, 'cause of 
the dirt going into the carb. I would ! The ‘Dirt Shirt’ is available 
like to know if an open air filter > 4} |S, v» S at your participating American 


would work better for me or not. If à x Honda Dealer. 

not, would you tell me a better filter RM & 
Is Hang Ten 
y; 4 g 


to use! 
XM 


Ed Cramsey 
Budd Lake, New Jersey 


1 72A 
Try a K & N or Filtron filter. Keep "nh A Lyh e 
Pu ie 


it clean and well oiled. Sounds like 
you could use a little canvas or metal 
splash shield around the sides of the 
filter to help keep the water out. If 
you run an "open" air filter you will 
also have an "open" engine to fre- 
quently replace worn-out pistons, 
rods, rings, etc. Of course, with an 
open filter you won't have to worry 
about when the throttle will stick 
Cont'd. on page 23 


PLE A 


a 2 ; 


A COMPLETE LINE OF 
RACING PRODUCTS FOR RIDERS 
WHO TAKE THEIR 

SPORT SERIOUSLY 


RACING PRODUCTS 
GOLD MEDAL PRODUCTS — All 
Gold Medal products are developed, 


smth 
tested and used by Malcolm Smith! 


Competition Boots — Aluminum J Bars — Jersey’s — Socks — Leathers 
— Goggles — Leather Tool Bags — For the Rider that cares — Wearing 
apparel available in complete range of children’s and adult sizes. 


Malcolm Smith is also one of the largest nationwide distributors for: K & N Products — 
Hooker-Casler — Akront — Girling — Skyway — Filtron — Petty Products — Champion 
— Magura — Impact — Barum — Trelleborg — Cheng-Shin — Cibie Lights — D & H 


Reed Values — and many more!! Write for all new 1974 catalog filled with the finest 


racing products available — $1.00. With each catalog ordered Malcolm will send you a 
$2.00 full color action poster plus 2 decals — FREE! 


DEALERS MALCOLM SMITH MALCOLM SMITH 
WANTED M RACING PRODUCTS DISTRIBUTING 


Write or phone  : P.O. BOX 1086, RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 92502 (714) 686-1006 
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Since the beginning of moto- 
cross racing, CZ has been 
synonymous with winning world 
championships (they’ve won 32). 

Jawa, the sister bike to CZ, 
has also earned unprecedented 
world recognition through its 
domination of "International Six 
Days Trials." (10 world trophies, 
3 in the past 3 years). 

Now, CZ has applied this vast 
amount of research, testing and 
innovative engineering into the 
making of an Enduro’s-Enduro, 

This machine will soon earn a 
winning reputation and take its 


place beside the other world 
champions from Jawa-CZ. 

It takes a special combination 
of engine design, frame geometry, 
gear box ratios and many other 
engineering achievements to 
make a true enduro ... and this 
250 from CZ is a true Enduro. 

A smooth 24hp engine with a 
wide power band. Lots of torque 
atthe low end so you can easily 
maneuver through the rough. And 
once you hit a straightaway, the 
CZ enduro moves out like a road 
racer. 

Magneto ignition, 3 gallon fuel 
tank, 9" ground clearance, speed- 
ometer and tach, the newest 


Barum ISDT tires, and topped 
off with proven 5-speed wide 
ratio gear box. 

How good is the CZ enduro? 
To find out, you still have to 
ride one. 

So drop by your nearest CZ 
dealer and see for yourself why 
CZ is still the one to beat. 


JAWA: CZ 


AMERICAN JAWA, LTD. 
WEST: 3745 Overland Ave., Los Angeles, Ca. 90034, Dept. DB 11 73 
EAST: 185 Express St., Plainview, Long Island, N.Y. 11803 
CANADA: Skoda & Jawa Motors Canada Ltd. 

7600 Trans-Canada Hwy., Montreal 337 Ca. 


Introducing the 
CZ 250 
ENDURO. 
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IGIANT NEW | 
"73 CATALOG! 


| TERS 


CHECKPOINT Conťd. from page 11 


with tea. Tell people that you ride 
the desert for relaxation since your 
beekeeping business has gotten out 
of hand. Corner girls at parties and 
tell them you were asked to leave 
Oxford. 

At the parts counter be able to 
convert the metric table into inches 
in your head. Say "bloody" when 


pay  DIOOGY wien. 
vou sh your fingers on a torque 
‘elbow patches with a Cizano decal 
on the back. Clear your throat a lot. 


Drive a Rolls Royce that's been bad- 
ly made into a truck with a California 


maara h license BSA USA. Think Dick 
mem Mann's age should be the basic re- 
plus FREE quirement for all expert riders. Drive 


KEYRING SCREWDRIVER 
Hundreds of hard-to-find accessories for all cycles, 
street, trail, or track. Tools, leatherwear, chrome 
goodies, speed equipment, helmets, lubricants, 
exhaust systems, touring items, etc. Finest brand 
names. Lowest prices. 


[SEND $1 TODAY TO: | 
RACECRAFTERS, 7920 Sunset Blvd. 
Hollywood, CA 90046 Dept. DB 
C $1 enclosed. Send catalog — free screwdriver 


the wrong way in road race practice. 
Shake hands with a limp wrist and 
apologize for it by saying it hap- 
pened at the Isle of Man putting 
out the flaming dress of a transves- 
tite. Claim that Triumph is only. a 
BSA with a different gas tank and 
tell everyone at Daytona you're going 
to buy one for your wife with the 
lap money youre going to win on 
your BSA. Have your Yamaha Mini- 
enduro converted to right-hand shift. 
Call your wife Basil and make sure 


FREE Home 
Delivery... 


TRIE BECAUSE WE PAY ALL 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING ON 
ORDERS LARGE OR SMALL, 
YOU PAY NOTHING EXTRA 
FOR OUR PRODUCTS. 


Try our parts and service, order the Duck 
Bill Visor in yellow, amber, smoke, red, 
orange, black or white. Send only a $1.00 
ask for the "BUCK DUCK”. 


-! 


ADDRESS 


a STATE ZIP 
TEE ee ee ee BEENA wl 


Suzuki 


ACCESSOR Y 
GUIDE 


3% ONE STOP SHOPPING 
FOR ACCESSORIES 


3€ ONE STOP SHOPPING 
FOR PARTS 


3€ ALL TYPES OF TUNING 
EQUIPMENT 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 
EEE ECEE at see ee peeve 
o? M" Ocelot Eng. e? 0, 
PRODUCTS 


Complete 

HANDLEBAR ASSEMBLY $24.95 

Includes: Unbreakable Handlebars ($11.95) 

1 thru 5; Hi Impact Lever Assemblies (Each) 
($4.95); % Turn Nylon Throttle ($3.80); 
Cross Bar Pad ($3.50). 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 


CYC 


940 Kendall Drive 
San Bernardino, California 92407 


Enclosed is $1.00, please send me 
your Catalog. 


Name 


P.O. Box 467 


Street 
City 
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DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 


she practices levitation in the pit 
areas. Never write BSA on race 
entry forms. Make sure it’s Birm- 
ingham Small Arms Ltd. instead. 
Blankly stare at anyone who refers 
toa BSA as a “Beezer.” 

Always refer to races in the U.S.A. 

s “The Colonies’ Circuses.” Claim 
the Norton Manx was a fluke at the 
early Isle of Man races. In Japanese 
restaurants talk loudly, and with a 
heavy British accent say, “Of course 
the Honda-is reliable but so was the 
Studebaker." Be patronizing to Nor- 
ton-Tiders. Mumble about upstart 
new motorcycles as you walk away. 
Claim the Norton is just a Triumph 
with a different tank just in case they 
win a race. 

Always wear the half helmet in the 
desert races with road racing leath- 
ers. In the pit area talk to yourself 
in a loud voice. Always refer to 
yourself as ^we." Limp on rainy days. 
When someone gets sympathetic tell 
them it happened when “Winnie 
sent me to Germany to find the se- 
cret BMW plans for peace. I had 
to crash through a skylight and 
twisted my ankle." Pat the corners 
of your mouth with a lace hanky 
with old blood stains on it that you 


MX FENDER KIT 
Guaranteed Unbreakable 


A 


$9.95 
Fender 
i $3.95 
Hi Mount 
Husky Mud uis 
Flap $1.95 n 
Specify: 
Year, Make, Model 
Colors Available: 
he 7$ WS Orange, Blue, Yellow 
BUCK DUCK Black, White, Gray, 
j Silver, Red 
we Choose 
any style 


Width 
— I ÀÀ ae 


UNO U 
4%" Vr # 3. 
7 
oti Dt. 
35473 f #5. 


California Residents 
add 6% sales tax. 


Hawthorne, Calif. 90250 
TO ORDER: Send: Check, Money Order, BankAmericard 
Mastercharge Card Number. 


DIRT BIKE 


keep in the cuff of your racing 
leathers. 

Play BSA tuneup tapes for dinner 
music when you have your Kawa- 
saki friends over. Tell everyone BSA 
didn't quit racing. They just got 
tired of winning. 


HOW TO RIDE A MAICO 

Always finish a muddy motocross 
completely clean. Use a VW staff 
car for out-of-town races. Never 
wear boots lower than the knee. 
Goose step to the starting line. Bal- 
ance your wheels with barbed wire. 


Have your secret bike shop in a 
deserted beer hall in El Monte, Cal- 
ifornia. Always measure your gas 
and oil in a litre beer mug. Have, all 
trophies sent to an address in Ar- 
gentina. Have a bünker in the Mo- 
jave desert as a summer home. 
Whenever anyone wants to shake 
your hand, keep your motogloves on. 
Always be washing your hands. 
Snap to attention and yell “Javol.” 
Click your heels and bow to the 
winner. Then write his name down 
in a little book on a chain around 
your neck. When you get your hand 


Be a pot-bellied vacuum cleaner caught in the chain adjustment, yell 


salesman. Wear monocles in both 
eyes instead of goggles. When you 
win, refuse to have your picture 
taken. 

Wear nothing but black leathers. 
The helmet must be a black full- 
coverage with a smoked face shield. 
Your wife must weigh at least 250 
pounds, be six feet, 2 inches tall 
and braid her blonde hair with used 
inner tubes while smoking a cigar- 
ette in a swagger stick holder. When 
at parties, demand to sing little- 
known German drinking songs in 


Portuguese. Keep a secret list of all 
the people who ave beaten you. 


HONDA 
MUSCLE 


e Finest workmanship. 

* Thick oiled leather for durability. 
Smooth neolite sole with sloped heel. 
Heavy shin and ankle padding for maximum 
comfort. 
Elastic top keeps out dirt and water. 
Racing stripe styled to match our pants. 
5 husky roller buckles. 


“Oden!” Then drive your bike to an 


open pit and put a bullet behind the 


headlight and push it on. Name your 
bike V-2. Always enter an AMA 


meeting by kicking in the door. 


Have a poison tablet hidden under 
your kill button for those off-days. 
Use ice cleats even on dry ground. 
Claim to have been in charge of the 
BMW secret peace plan in WW II. 

When asked why you lost the 
race, claim to be under orders. Se- 
cretively look around before talk- 
ing to your gas tank and call it 
^Mein Fuehrer" Be caught photo- 


Cont'd. on page 24 


left — RIDING SLEEVES 

Made from top grain American cow- 
hide lined with nylon Tricot® fully 
padded from wrist to top of anc 


Left — MOTO-X PANTS 
Made from the same top quality 
leather as our sleeves. We feature: 
* Double thick reinforced seat 
and crotch. 
* Full hip and knee padding. 
* Zippered front pocket plus 
change pocket. 
* Lined at knees only for cooler 


sees $49.95 
-... $39.95 


Kid's sizes .... 


Right — MOTO-X PANTS 
Our top-of-the-line pant. Exclusive 
Velcro adjustable waistband. Exclu- 
sive Rokguard!M in the knees (see in- 
sert) to insure protection where it's 
needed. We've designed our knee 
padding to be fully adjustable in 
length. 

* Full nylon Tricot® lining 

throughout. 

* Velcro closed waist pocket. 

* Styled racing stripe. 

* Massive hip padding. 
PflG8B . nues enne hrs remi nme 


Similar to buckle boot but with added advantage of 


space age Velcro® with these exclusive features: 


© Eliminates troublesome buckling and unbuckling. 


* Infinitely adjustable. 

* No buckles to break or bend. 

* Never accidently opens. 

* Water and mud can't penetrate. 

* Carries the full American Leathers Guarantee. 


GUARANTEE — American Leathers guarantees in writing, for a period of 60 days, to repair or 
replace any product found by American Leathers to be defective in either materials or workmanship. 
Guarantee conditional upon inspection by American Leathers — excludes normal wear and tear. 


ROKGUARD™ an exclusive feature of American Leathers is a unique combination of hard plastic 
and soft foam designed to provide the safety and comfort demanded of all dirt bike riding and 
essential for moto-X racing. 


Dyno 
Proven 
POWER... 
Race 
Proven 


RELIABILITY! Circle size and color desired: 


; Biding:8l88yve: osa pnan 
Small Medium Large X-Large 
. Moto-X Pant without Rokguard'M.. O 
. Moto-X Pant with Rokguard™ .... D 
Black Blue Red Tan 
28, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 38, 40 
Kid's sizes: 22, 24, 26 
4. Moto-X Boots Buckled 7 8 9 10 11 12 
5. Moto-X Boots Velcro 7 8 9 10 11 12 


NAME. 


Bore Kits e Stroked Cranks for Singles 
Cams & Tuned Pipes e Engine Building 


Complete catalog $1.25; or model ADDRESS 


information 50c. Questions 


gladly answered! 
POWROLL 
PERFORMANCE 
PRODUCTS. INC. 


CITY. 


STATE 


P.O. Box 1206 G- 11 
Bend, Oregon 97701 


(503) 382-6395 


Send $10.00 deposit (Check or money order only). Balance and freight C.O.D. California residents add sales tax. 
AMERICAN LEATHERS COMPANY * 6913 Alcove Avenue, North Hollywood, California 91605 œ (213) 982-1639 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


For prompt, courteous, efficient, personal, downright pleasant attention, tell them that you 
saw it in DIRT BIKE Magazine—even if you didn't. 


GIANT GREEN GRIPPER 
GRABBERS GIVE 
GRIPPING GAINS 

Sickle riding is tiring on the hands 
— we all know that. So the Swedes, 
enterprising little devils that they 
are, have come up with a doughnut- 
shaped device to make those under- 
powered pinkies into something 
Mom would be proud of. No longer 
will you have to ask your girl friend 
to open your beer for you after a 
hard day of racing. 

Your forearms will turn into rip- 
pling masses of coiled steel, your 
sinewy fingers will have the strength 
to twist 4130 frame tubes into odd 
shapes, gorillas will gaze awestruck 
as you single-handedly opena bag of 
potato chips without biting the cello- 
phane, beautiful women will ask to 
fondle your massive fingers, people 
will give you a standing ovation 
when you snap your fingers for the 
check in a restaurant. 

Not bad, eh? All this and more, 
claim the guys at J. T. Racing, are 
the benefits you'll reap from pur- 
chasing a “GRIPPER GRABBER.” 
Price? $1.95 each (or two little ones 
for twice the price), Box A, Bonita, 
California 92002. Tell them you read 
this pack of misinformation in DIRT 
BIKE. Whatever. They work OK. 


HIPPITY HOP 
Originally designed for the 1958 


Japanese trampoline team, these 
dashing “jump”-suits are just the 
thing for casually strolling throug 
the pits, or impressing a blind date 
And last, but least, it sports the offi- 
cial YAMAHA emblem. Competition 
stripes on the arms and legs attest to 
the fact that the wearer is no dude! 
Surreptitiously worn by Yamaha ra- 
cing notables the world over, these 
numbers feature lots of pockets and 
come in any color you want (as long 
as you want black with red and 
white stripes). See your local Yama- 
ha haberdashery for all the details! 


GARGLES? 

In case you didn't think you 
needed a new pair of goggles, Pro 
Line Racing Products introduces 
these squeaky-new Gecel goggles. 
Bryan Kenney hisself tested these 
over a whole season of Grands Prix. 
Supposedly, they came through well 
enough to be offered for sale to the 
goggle-hungry masses who desire 
anti-fogging, scratch-resistant eyeball 
protection. Available with a spare 
lens of smoke hue for the paltry sum 
of $7.95, from Pro Line, 525 Eighty- 
five Circle, Dept. DB, Atlanta, Geor- 
gia 30349. 


3 P 


SN 


LT 


ECOLOGY-CROSSER 
Monark of Sweden has obviously 
seen the trend and will soon begin 


DIRT BIKE 


importing their fabulous new ecol- 
ogy-oriented motocrosser. It sports 
such desirables as foot pedals, auto- 
matic transmission, centrifugal clutch 
and 50cc displacement! For about 
$700 less than their 125 racer you can 
tell all your buddies you just bought 
a real Monark! Also note the ample 
room available to mount a super- 
duper 15%-gallon desert tank. Al- 
though at first glance it may appear 
to be a cross between a Schwinn and 
a Wen-Mac, it might capture the 
fancy of the economy-minded ecol- 
ogy fans nationwide! 


HONDA TROMBONE 

If you've been rummaging around 
in your garage trying to find some- 
thing to bolt onto your Honda to give 
it 25 percent more power, search no 
more. Those clever rascals at Hooker 
say they have just what your motor 
craves. Unfortunately, it won't be as 
cheap as finding it in your rafters. 
Besides being tastefully emblazoned 
with the familiar valentine symbol, 
it has a special megaphone and re- 
verse cone end cap, and a remov- 
able muffler. By the way, this par- 
ticular model only fits the XL-250. 
Putt by your local Hooker dealer for 
more info. 
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A new accessory designed specifi- 
cally for the owners of small dis- 
placement four-strokes, the new 
Viking Cycle Sail is the perfect an- 
swer for increased acceleration. 
Made from clear vinyl for that visi- 
bility which is so necessary in en- 
duros, motocross and trials. While 
quite effective when traveling with 
the wind, a “tacking” technique is 
required for into-the-wind racing. A 

a - 


BAD BREATH SHIELD? 

For the more shy among you moto- 
crossers out there, Webco offers this 
European-style Centurion (?) face 
mask. Designed by a dentist to pro- 
tect the entire lower face, its made 
of ABS plastic, and is reputed to be 
tougher than a week-old salami 
sandwich. It's also useful for con- 
cealing your identity if you're an ex- 
pert and enjoy racing in the novice- 
beginner-under-16-year-old class. 
This gem is very sim-you-lar to those 
worn by top motocrossers in Europe, 
and is available at any Webco dealer 
in the hemisphere. 


QUIET POWER 


tiller is provided for this maneuver. 
The Purple Pelican, 36 Simmons St., 
Dept. DB, Millerton, New York 
12546, plans to corner the market 
with this hot item by relying on the 
business of Honda 125 and 175 own- 
ers. No previous sailing experience is 
necessary, but trainer wheels are 
recommended for novices. Price is 
$19.95 plus $2.50 postage. 


CHAIN PAIN 

Any enterprising young man can 
make a tidy living by going around 
betting strangers they can’t guess 
what this little gadget does. Actually, 
it had us puzzled too, until we de- 
cided to read the box. Seems as how 
it pops that pesky little clip off your 
chain's master link. Granted, you can 
use something else, but nothing will 
show anywhere near the class of this 
little baby! Since it does not use 
high voltage, it will not cause tele- 
vision interference. Contact C. T. 
Alloy Products, 1730 W. Winton, 
Dept DB, Hayward, California 
94545. $1.69. o 
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COLE BROS. 


MAICO 


Mail order anywhere in U.S. 


Largest stock of MAICO parts 
in U.S.A. 


RACING ACCESSORIES 


Wheelsmith il 
R.S. Pipe 4 HP increase over stock 400 or 250 


Alloy Footpegs 


Self Cleaning 459 - Return 


.1.D. Rim 
21 & 18 Fits All Models 


, AKG Replica 
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G.P. Seat 


Fork Springs. Same one used on Factory 
Maico's 


Alloy Chain 
Guide-Drilled for lightness 


Maico Racing 


Tank 1.5 Gallons Only - 234 Lbs. 


Superlight 
Crome Molly Bars in Maico, CZ or Husky 
Bends 


Maico Internal 
Fork Kit - improves handling no more re- 
placing torn fork boots 


COLE BROS. 


MAICO 


SUZUKI 


MAICO 
PUCH 
MOTORCYCLES 


5906 Lankershim Blvd. 
North Hollywood, Calif. 91601 


(213)980-3715 


RIDERS 


YAMAHA TRICKERY 
Hey, what gives? I have been un- 
able to find a copy of DIRT BIKE 
at any of the Yamaha shops here in 
St. Pete. A buddy of mine says that 
all the shops (Yammie dealers) 
have boycotted your mag because 
you got down real hard on their 
500cc Pig Bike Special. Weve got 
a six-pack of beer bet on this. What's 
the scoop? 
Randy DeLong 
St. Petersburg, Florida 


We placed some calls to pals in 
Florida, Randy, and it looks like 
the story holds some water. The 
feedback we get is that they just boy- 
cotted the one issue. Let us know if 
you have any hassle getting DB in 
the future. We know of more than 
one dealer in the area who'll carry 
extra copies for ya. 


ALPINACROSSER 

To make a long story short, I 
have a Bul 125 Alpina and want to 
race motocross. I can hear you now, 
“Hey, read this letter.” After laugh- 
ing stops, "I knew Bul riders were 
crazy but...” You're right, but 
when nobody wants to buy the heap, 
what can you do? 

I've got two ideas, but don't know 
if they'll work. I thought I might 
change the top end to that of a 
Pursang — if so, will it call for a 
change of timing? I also thought I 
might change to the Pursang gears. 
At six bucks an hour, what would 
it cost (in round numbers)? 

If I could do either, what would 


| be best for motocross? 


Kevin Burge 
Kingwood, West Virginia 


Dirt Bike * P O Box 317 
* Encino, California 91316 


WRITE 


You already know that it’s dumb 
to even attempt what you're doing, 
but if you really want to, here’s the 
hot skinny: 

New head and piston (Pursang) 
will cost about $150. 

A fresh cylinder will set you back 
around 120 bucks, but a liner alone 
is just 35 bucks. However, putting 
it in is no picnic. The Pursang gear- 
box (complete) is a staggering $165. 
See what you're getting into? But if 
you still want to spend all that mon- 
ey, call Steve’s Bultaco in Van Nuys, 
California, and they'll be more than 
happy to sell you all the hardware 
without snickering. They promise 
they wont laugh. But they'd rather 
sell you a Pursang and will accept 
your Alpina on trade. 


DOGMATIC DEVICE 
I just read “An Incomplete Guide 
To The History And Romance Of 
Compression Releases.” It was very 
interesting, but the writer forgot (or 
more likely didn’t know about) one 
more use for a compression release. 
They work great against dogs who 
chase motorcycles. Just as he (or 
she) gets alongside of the bike (or 
gets hold of your ankle), yank open 
the release. This almost always 
scares the crap out of the mutt, who 
then lets go of you, or stops think- 
ing of chomping on your leg, and 
goes back to chasing cars. I live in 
an area that has a lot of four-leggers 
running around and it hasn't failed 
yet. 
Lee French 
Foster City, California 


DIRT BIKE 


FOO-FOO-GATE 

After painting my Gary Jones MX 
tank, I sat down in front of the TV 
and waited for it to dry (the gas 
tank, not the TV). Well, I saw John 
Ehrlichman, getting interviewed by 
a bunch of reporters, and guess 
what — he used the word "foofoo- 


raw" Ma be Ehrichman reads 
DIRT BIKE! 


Oh yeah, on page 42 in the Sept. 
issue, the fuel line ain't connected 
to the petcock, thats what's wrong 
with the picture. 

P.S. Are you gonna print this in 
DIRT BIKE? 

Brian Phillips 
Edmonds, Washington 


COMPETIMVE RIDERS 

== (WOW WHAT THEY WANT- 
Do You KNow WHERE 
To Ger IT 2 


COMPETITION ACCESSORIES, LTD 
€5 €. CHURCH STREET YENIA,OHIO 


In the interest of internal security, 
we feel it would not be appropriate 
. rj d 

at this time to comment on a sub- = 


45385 - 513/372-6954 
ject that might involve, wittingly 


or unwittingly, those who make the e HOOKER ° REDLINE *Micul «P5924 FUEL 
decisions to eschew obfuscation on DIGTRIBUTORS FOR ° K&O ° TORSTEN HALLMAN — * WISECO 
subjects that are most assuredly “KENNEDY ° CASLER -T.C. ° GEM 
sensitive to the prime objectives of = 

our clearly vine goals and aspira- GAME DAY UPS — DEALERS ONLY 
tions. Do we make ourselves per- 
fectly clear? 

(Please turn page) 


HIGH PERFORMANCE 
LUBRICANTS 
AND ADDITIVES 


For a free brochure on "Klotz-Power to 
Go" products and a 6" Klotz decal, just 
send us your name and address along 
with 25¢ to cover postage and 
handling. If you include ——— 
50€, we'll also send a cloth 

sew-on patch. Dealer T2377 
inquiries are welcome. 


i A od, à : E NS 
ri is - ` - Eun Ü WA N 
y^ EY L. Ñ \ NE Y 
AA MOY; KLOTZ SPECIAL FORMULA PRODUCTS, DEPT. DB113, BOX 1343, FT. WAYNE, IND. 46801 NS y 
a MULA SEDE 
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ALLOY PRODUCTS 


WORKS ALLOY GAS TANK 
1.6 GAL. AS USED BY FACTORY RIDERS 
$69.95 
SLIMLINE ALLOY TANK 
RUBBER MTG. PERFECT FIT, TRICK 
1.6 GAL. 2.4 GAL. 3.0 GAL. 


$49.95 $54.95 $59.95 


WORKS ALUMINUM CHAINGUIDE 
IMPROVED OVER FACTORY GUIDE, STRONG! 


WORKS ALUMINUM BRAKEPEDAL 


IMPROVED FOUR WAYS OVER FACTORY PEDAL 
USE ONLY WITH 400 MAG COVER 


$15.95 


ALLOY FOLDING FOOTPEGS 
LIGHT — SELF CLEANING — 45° FOLDUP 
$16.95 
ALLOY REAR SPROCKETS 
| SAVE 2 LBS. 48T-65TOOTH FOR 1970 ON MX 
| $15.95 
ALLOY AIR BOX 
| LATE NARROW STYLE ONLY 
| $19.95 
| WORKS ALUMINUM SWINGARM 
| $79.95 
SILENCED CHAMBERS 


WHEELSMITH QUALITY—TRIPLE THICK AT MTG. 
GUSSETED BRACKETS. SUPER STRONG! POWER! 
SPECIFY 250-400. LOW-UPSWEPT—TORQUE 
ADD $150 OR RPM OHIO RESIDENTS 

! ADD 4⁄2% 
PER ORDER $59.95 SALES TAX 


HONDA OF PIQUA 


SOUTH MAIN ST., PIQUA, OHIO 45356 
TEL. (513) 773-8034 9:30-6:30 DAILY 
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FROM THE SADDLE 

Contd. from page 10 
confronted with our photographic 
evidence, they "fessed up. He told 
me everything I wanted to know, 
and even showed me the books on 
revenue obtained from PIT RACER 
licenses. I had but one further ques- 
tion to ask the gentleman: *Say what 
is the riding test like for PIT RA- 
CERS?” 

“Well,” he offered, “there’s one 
going on right now. Would you like 
to see it? It’s not far from here.” 

I would indeed. We hopped in his 
car and went to a secluded area in 
one of the city refuse sites. There, 
lined up, were approximately 250 
PIT RACERS, all of them eager to 
take the riding test. 

Here’s how the test went: They 
lined all of them up in a big circle, 
with the front wheels of their bikes 
pointing in toward the center. In the 
middle of the large circle was an 
“X” on the ground. An official from 
the Department of Motor Vehicles 
got out and raised a flag up in the 
air. When he dropped the flag, all of 
the PIT RACERS raced for the “X.” 
The ones that were left alive, got 
their license. It seemed only fair. @ 


RIDERS WRITE Cont'd. from page 2] 
MINI BACKLASH 

In your August issue’s “Bits and 
Pieces” on mini bikes, you said, “It 
would be mighty silly for a grown 
man to evaluate a mini bike's per- 
formance." 

I have a mighty good answer for 
that, as I ride a stock SL-70 and I'm 
almost 61" and I weigh 140 pounds!! 
You also say it's bad for kids to race 
on small bikes because of the physi- 
cal damage, such as bones being 
soft and having them break, but it's 
a medical fact that soft bones won't 
break as much as old hard bones. 

Mitchell Wexler 
Torrance, California 


Are you saying that we have old 
hard bones, WexlerP 


THEORY OF CREATIVITY 
Please tell Kelly Wetter of Plum- 
mer, Idaho, that if he thinks his SL- 
125 can blow off my Penton 125, to 
come and see me. And he better 
bring his checkbook. 
Kenneth Blair 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 


P.S. And on the seventh day, God 
created the Penton. o 


Competition Accessories 


1. ‘big T^ moto-x gloves. Hard wearing; soft sheepskin; Valcro 
fastener at wrist. Black with either red, green or blue padded 
backing. Sizes: M, L, XL. $12.45. 2. Jim Davis chest protector. 
Color orange. $16.25. 3. Malcolm Smith vented nylon. racing 
jerseys. Will not rip or shrink. Plain or your motorcycle brand 
name on front. Send for list of names and colors. Sizes: S, M, 
L, XL. $12.95. 4. Don Vesco plastic gas tank. 3.375 gal. for 
Yamaha, Suzuki 250 and 400, Honda XL-250, CZ 250 and 400, 
Kawasaki 125, Bultaco. Supplied with petcock, gas cap (except 
Honda, use stock cap) and necessary fixing hardware. Guar- 
anteed 1 year. Colors: red, yellow, orange, metallic gray. 
ALSO, 3.5 gal. for Husqvarna Supplied as above except gas cap. 
Colors: red, yellow, orange, maroon. All $49.95. 5. Don Vesco 
plastic moto-x gas tank. 1.7 gal. Supplied with petcock, gas 
cap and center mount, fixing hardware. Fits most bikes with 
single backbone frame. Guaranteed 1 year. Colors: red, yellow, 
orange, metallic gray. $44.95. 6. HYLANDER alloy gas tanks. 
Just bolt onto Husky, CZ. Half the weight of standard tank. 
1.8 gal. $75.00; 3.0 gal. $79.00. 7. Carrera goggles. With two 
lenses: clear, dark or yellow. $8.50. 8. Jofa mouthguard. $5.45. 
9. Jim Davis elbow guard set. Color: orange and black. $9.75. 
10. Jim Davis shoulder guards. $16.60. 11. Kidney belt. Durable 
elastic with leather covered ribbing. Waist sizes: 26 to 36. 
$7.50. 12. Knee pad set. $6.95. 13. Jim Davis mouthguard. $4.85. 
14. Duffle bag. For all your riding gear. 30" long x 14" dia. 
Almost indestructable. $12.95. 15. 'big T' leathers. Hard wear- 
ing; soft sheepskin; Velcro leg fastener; breathable elasticated 
crotch; fully lined. Weight 134 lbs. Sizes: 30 thru 36 waist. 
Colors: black with red/yellow, blue/yellow or green/yellow 
side stripes. $79.00. 16. Plastic number plates. Set of 3. Colors: 
white, black, green and yellow. $3.95. 17. Jim Davis shin and 
knee set. $19.25. 
ALL ORDERS POSTPAID. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 

TO ORDER: on the order form below, circle the number of the 
item(s) required. Add any additional information such as make, 
size, color, etc. Include payment: check or M.O., and don't for- 
get to fill in your name and address. If you think that mail order 
blanks never give enough space for the information requested— 
you're probably right, so please don't hesitate to use an addi- 
tional sheet of paper. California residents add sales tax. 


"uox ae —à1 P .O. Box 39393, Dept. AR-2 
hyland M.V. Los Angeles, Calif. 90039 
PLEASE RUSH THE FOLLOWING ITEM(S): 
123456789 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 


MAKE, SIZE, COLOR, ETC 


AMOUNT ENCLOSED $. 
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4 MES AT 


ASK EXPERT — Cont'd. from page 13 
open, you can pretty well rely on it 
sticking open all the time from the 
dirt in the carburetor. 


RATTY WINDOWS 

I own a reed valved Super Rat and 
the piston for it has four windows. 
Yamaha's dirt bikes also have reed 
valves, but only have two windows 
in the piston and not quite as large 
as my Rat's windows. Why is this so? 
Where can I get literature that ex- 
plains this and port timingP How 
reliable are Penton 125s and 175s for 
motocross? How are the Combat 

Wombats doing in your area? 

Michael Wright 
Collinsville, Illinois 


It is questionable if the windows 
do much good at all. It offers a little 
more inlet charge to enter the crank- 
case after the piston has closed off 
the inlet port on the downstroke. I 
suggest you start by reading the 
two-stroke books put out by Clymer 
and others. The Penton .125s and 
175s are great for motocross. I don’t 
know how often they have 175cc 

Contd. on page 26 


REED INDUCTION f=: 


“FOR MOST POPULAR 
DIRT BIKES” 


KITS PRICED FROM 


$19.95 — $29.95 
IDEAL FEATURES FOR 
TRIALS, ENDURO OR 

MOTO-CROSS. 


G5140— BULTACO 250 illustrated 
Send 25¢ for complete Catalog 


ae TAH PON SUZUKI — MAI 


496 East St. Charles Rd. P.O. Box 895 Dept.DB LS 
CAROL STREAM, ILL. 60187 - (312) 653-1800 


AND OTHERS 
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built to last. Buckle styles 


UNIFILTER TAKES 
THE STING OUT 
OF FILTER COSTS 


TIRED OF GETTING STUNG FOR A WHOLE 
FILTER WHEN ALL YOU REALLY NEEDED 
WAS THE FOAM? UNIFILTER 

INTRODUCES THE FOAM REPLACEMENT. 
NOW AVAILABLE FOR ALL 

UNIFILTER MODELS AT YOUR 

LOCAL DEALER. 


— 


"another reason 
to go UNIFILTER 
in the first place" 


UNIZ 


UNIFILTER INC., 13522 NEWHOPE ST., GARDEN GROVE, CALIF. 92643 


Send for free retail catalog 
Dealer Inquiries Invited. 


Rugged. Good-looking. 
Water-resistant. And com- 
fortable. All words describ- 
ing new Hondaline boots. 
Boots built to take it. Boots 


feature padded shin guards. 
Double nylon stitching at all 
major stress points. Hard box 
safety toes. Spring steel arch 
supports. Oil-resistant soles. These 
are your kind of boots! Boots built just for the motorcycle : 
rider. Available in lace or buckle styles. They're Hondaline 
boots. Available at Honda Dealers. See them soon. 


From the most experienced name in motorcycling. From Honda. 
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304 E B 
de "SHIRTS $2.95 SWEATSHIRTS $4.50 
Designs on both sides . . . Add $1.00 
| Orders under $10 add .50 Pstg. & Hdlg. | 


P. Woo He | 


Vg" Brochure: 
Black $3.50 ‘me Sector pp l 
Chrome $4.50 & Hdlg. 


RAT'S HOLE 801 MAIN ST.-DB p 


Daytona Bch., Fla. 


Visit our Las Vegas store on the Strip 
ED ne ee ee ee BN ‘a 


CHECKPOINT  Contd. from page 17 


graphing the newest Japanese moto- 
crosser with a tire gauge. 

After a losing season, defect to 
the Husky team. Mount a sighting 
device on your handlebars. 

Call the Mojave the Russian Front 
of motorcycling. Have a haircut like 
a Trojan helmet. Throw cobble- 
stones in front of your bike to make 
it feel at home. Have a Scar on your 


-cheek you claim you gota in a 


Circulate a rumor: The reason you 
crash and. burn a lot is that you 
like it. Wear sling-shot underwear 
shaped like the gas tank on your 
Maico. Have a race halfway won. 
And when passed you must immedi- 
ately surrender. 


HOW TO RIDE A HARLEY 


Enter a full dress Electraglide in 
the Barstow-to-Vegas run. Know all 
the guys at the dump by their first 
name. Wear a leather helmet that 
says “Hula Lessons: 445-6688” on 
the back. Be a legend in your own 
time for riding your Harley through 
the YWCA shower and steamroom 
after the women’s karate lesson. Tell 
everybody the only other bike you 


TELESCOPIC LOADING RAMP 


Just the thing you’ve been looking for. 
and 2 by’s. 


The O-N-L-Y way to load, and unload your bike with no hassle. 


The portable design of this Telescopic Loading Ramp enables you to 
lock it up in your truckcab while you’re in THEM HILLS. 


BIG DEAL?! You better believe it!! This ramp is light in weight — 
yet strong and rigid — ONLY 11 Ibs., and guaranteed to support a 
minimum of 600 Ibs. And priced at only $18.95. 


TRY IT YOU'LL LIKE IT! 


ENGINEERING 
& DEVELOPMENT e 


No mickey-mouse with boards 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


would buy would be a four-stacker 
Indian but you cant get any more 
than 27 lights on them. Call your 
bike "Sweet Baby." Have a bumper 
sticker that reads “Come home 
Brando. Everything is forgiven — 
almost" Wear pink and black 
leathers with “Pearl and Brownie- 
Oakland,” on the back. Be the only 
guy in the world to have attempted 
a wheelie down banzai hill on an 
Electraglide while drunk. Weigh in 
at 110 pounds. Be married to a 
dike who rolls her Lucky Strikes up 
in her white T-shirt sleeve and ex- 
plain that you met her at the drill 
team meeting and her shiny oxblood 
gabardine peggers caught your eye. 
Use your bike to plow the north 40. 
At motocross wear brown flight 
boots with three-inch heels. Be an 
elevator shoe salesman. Be the 
Grand Marshal in the Harley Day 
parade in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Drive a pink '58 Cad convertible 
with a rack behind the Continental 
kit to carry your Electraglide. Make 
sure your Electra is painted white 
with white mud flaps with plastic 
ruby inserts. Wear a turquoise shirt 
with matching pants and a white 
ascot. On your giant kidney belt 
that says "In the Mood" in metal 


R. G. G. ENGINEERING & DEVELOPMENT 


4651 PROCTOR ROAD 


CASTRO VALLEY, CALIF. 94546 
TELESCOPIC LOADING RAMP — 
ONLY $18.95 PLUS SHIPPING 


Please send me... . . . 
LOADING RAMPS. Enclosed is my check ie 
money order) for $ 


(quantity) R. G. G. 


STATE ZIP 


4651 PROCTOR ROAD 
CASTRO VALLEY, CA 934546 


(415) 785-9066 
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Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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DIRT BIKE 


re 


studs on the back, have a pull-out 
key chain with 87 keys. Let every- 
body know you were washed out of 


Complete cable lubrication in Dealer inquiries invited. 


Po wer seconds. Easy to use. Lasting ^ To order send check or mon- 


effect. 11 oz. can good for ey order plus $1.00 for ship- 


the Highway Patrol School. Hang INJECTION many lubes, Eliminates prob- ping to: 
a rubber chicken from your antenna. Cable Lube lems caused by “Dry Cables.” FREEDOM PRODUCTS DIVISION 
Cruise the roller derby. Work on First application will convince MASTER CARBIDE CO., 


the Harley in the front room of your BY you. Pat. pend.injector clamp 13930 Stansbury 
apartment. Stop and talk to cops Fy d d , makes a tough job easy. $5.98 Detroit, Michigan 48227 
and show them your drill team mem- Freedom Pro ucts” per 11 oz. can plus injector. Phone 313-273-6250 
bership card. Take the electric 
starter of your Electraglide and 
refuse to use a compression release. 
Say Bart Markle is OK for a young- 
ster and that real bike racin’ stopped 
being fun when they started to make 
you wear a helmet. Call anybody 
who doesn’t ride a Harley a “candy 
ass.” Have your initials in mink on 
your sheepskin saddle with the 
white fringe all around. Play Les 
Paul and Mary Ford tapes on the 
player between the handlebars. Car- 
a chrome fire extinguisher and 
lanes to be a tour leader on the 
Vegas run. Be a closet Honda owner. 
Make sure your wife wears a satin 
flight jacket with “Okinawa “45” on 
the back to all meets along with 
brogan saddle shoes with white 
rolled-down socks. Say you would 
buy a Japanese bike if they would 
apologize to the American Legion 
for Pearl Harbor. o 


kr | MOTOCROSS BARS | 
MADE TO ORDER 


" t . and the Freedom cable lube is schpritzed 
Cable is inserted into aluminum clamp . . . for an instant juice job. 


When youre riding in the rough, you 
want leathers that shrug off anything 
that might rub you the wrong way. 
Hondaline leathers are the ticket. 
They’re in-the-boot leathers, 

made only of quality-grain cow- 
hide. Inside, nylon linings pro- 
vide additional comfort, and 
they have full padding at 
the knee, hip and thigh. 
Plus an extra layer of 

leather in the thigh and 
seat area. Leg zippers are heavy- 
duty brass. Hondaline leathers are available in four attrac- 
tive colors with coordinated accent stripes for style. 

Available only at Honda Dealers. See them soon. 


FHONDALINE'1 


From the most experienced name in motorcycling. From Honda. 
©1973 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 


OVER 60 DIFFERENT 
STYLES OF 
MOTOCROSS BARS 
IN STOCK! 


Dealer inquiries invited. 


inp house of Peston 


801 e. artesia, no. long beach, calif. 90805 (213) 423-7936 
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ATTENTION 
EAST COAST 
RIDERS 


International MX Trick 
stuff is now available 
thru... 


R&W 
CYCLE 
ACCESSORIES 


DISCOUNT PRICES 
Send $1.00 (refunded 
with Ist purchase) for 
jam-packed catalog to: 


R&W Cycle Accessories 
32 So. 3rd St. 
Oxford, Penna. 19363 


100 pages, complete parts list. Power and weight 
saving ideas. Step by step photos, etc. 


#1900 $7.50 
eS SS < 
COUNTERSHAFT SPROCKETS 

Higher quality than stock at less cost. . .You 


can't beat that. CMS machines, hardens and 
polishes these to perfection. 
cz #1260 $8.95 
Maico #1394 $6.95 


(12,13,14,15,16T) 
(11,12,13T) 


PLEASE ADD 50¢ HANDLING TO EACH ORDER 
: and California residents add STATE TAX. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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ASK EXPERT Cont'd. from page 23 
classes in your area, but it's a good 
bike if they do have them. The Ho- 
daka Wombats run real well around 
here and win their share of the 
events with the right pilot behind 
the bars. 


ROCK-O-RAMA 
At one of the tracks where I ride, 
there is a 180-degree turn at the end 
of a long straight. There is a hard- 
packed berm about ten inches high 
leading into the turn. However, this 
berm does not continue throughout 
the turn and trying to utilize the 
berm at speed usually results in slid- 
ing out of the turn into a large, nasty, 
bike-eating rock. Any hints on how 
to avoid locating my footpegs next to 
my handlebars. would be greatly 
appreciated. 
Steve Masone 
Rutherford, New Jersey 


I know the kind of rock you are 
talking about. There was a bunch 
that tried to get my bike in Baja. 
Without seeing the actual berm, it’s 
kind of hard to tell what to do. You 
might try roaring into the turn at 
higher than normal speed, and brake 


SUPER LIGHTWEIGHT REAR SPROCKETS Í 


Up to two full pounds lighter than stock units, 
and guaranteed to be the highest quality avail- 
able. CMS Products drills each hole instead of 
punching them avoiding warpage. Hard anodyzed 


for long life. sts. 

#1150 CZ 62T $22.95 aig ^ 

#1151 CZ 52T $19.95 * 
$22.95 
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STRAIGHT-CUT PRIMARY GEARS 
For Penton, DKW, Monarch, etc. 


These straight-cut primary gears for Sachs engines 
are machined out of solid steel by CMS Products 
and then heat treated for exceptional strength. By 
reducing friction they DELIVER MORE HORSES 
TO THE REAR WHEEL. Easy to install. 


2450 EL CAMINO REAL 


cours 


SANTA CLARA,CALIFORNIA 95051 


real hard with your wheels perpen- 
dicular to the face of the berm, 
slowing down enough to turn the 
bike toward the inside of the cor- 
ner. At least you will have the full 
width of the track to use when exit- 
ing the corner. 


THE SHOCKING TRUTH 
Is it true that all CDI or electronic- 
type ignition systems may be burnt 
up if the engine is turned over with- 
out the high tension lead being con- 
nected? Would this also result if you 
pulled off your spark plug cap in an 
effort to kill the engine? 
Louis Pattan 
E. Alton, Illinois 


I have yet to burn up a CDI on 
my Sachs or Yamaha by kicking it 
through without the spark plug at- 
tached. I suppose anything is pos- 
sible, but I wouldn’t sweat it. If the 
com onent_ is properly protected 
from overload when they designed it, 
you wont have any trouble. Of 
zou still can sho our little 


self silly. 


CONNUBIAL BUCKETS 
My wife and I both ride in the 


l 

l 

l 

l 

I 
Up to 8 ounces lighter than I 
stock. Made of hollow chromoly l 
steel. Heat treated for strength. i 
I 

l 

l 

l 

l 
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#1720 CZ Rear $11.50 ea. 
#1725 Maico Front $11.50 ea. 


#1726 Maico Rear $11.50 ea. 


(soon for Husky, Yamaha & Suzuki 
check with us for availability) 


WRITE FOR OUR 
FREE CATALOG 


(408) 246-7323 


DIRT BIKE 


dirt and own helmets that cost about 
$30 and I would guess are of average 
construction. I am thinking of 
springing for a set of Bell units. In 
your opinion, is there a difference 
between helmets of moderate cost 
and construction and, say, the Bell 
helmets, that would warrant the 
added: cost? 
Ray Freedell 
N. Merrick, New York 


D@ IT RIGHT! 


YOUR answer for a PRECISION 
OIL APPLICATOR designed specially 


MISSED oil links cause 
failures, long walks, 
and lost races! 


Like everything in life, you don't 
get something for nothing and a Bell 
helmet is built better than units cost- 
ing half as much. I personally ride 
with the best helmets I can lay my 
hands on. I used to use Bell helmets 
all the time and have recently 
changed to Electrofilm because their 
full coverage design is more comfort- 
able to me. The helmets are similar 
in cost and construction. 


4B AUTOMATICALLY applies 
the right amount 
of chain lube! 


THOROUGH — COMPLETE 
...takes the guess work 
out of oiling! 


FAST with no mess! 


GUARANTEED... 
unbreakable nylon body! 


MONSTROUS CHOICE EASILY attached to most 


x Y E "m - i all standard pumper 
My eleven-year-old, super athletic PRECISION i typa oll cans! 
son feels he has outgrown his Yam- N United States ISDT Team selected the 
aha 80 and I agree. The problem is eme vos 3 PRECISION CHAIN LUBRICATOR for the x 


what to get him. He wants to learn 
motocross racing, but still likes to 
cowtrail sometimes. I want to buy a 


lubr Icator “4973 International Six Day Trials." 
eee Tate micas ASK FOR IT AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER! 


KENDICK’S NEW EXP 
CARBURETOR IT'S QUICK! 


Light, durable, wind and 
water-resistant. Full cut, 
with elasticized waistbands. 
Hondaline jackets come in 
four attractive colors, in- 
cluding metallic silver and 
gold. Some styles feature expandable 
action backs. All have wind flaps under the _ 
zipper and snug-fitting cuffs. Some styles have zippered side — 
pockets and Velcro collar fasteners. Optional zip-in liners 
available, too. Available only at Honda Dealers. See the: 


From the most experienced name in motorcycling. From Hon 


m Quick way to more horsepower. 

m Quick throttle response with 
broader power band. 

m Quick starting and non-flooding. 

m Quick adjustable external jetting. 

m Quick installation — no pulse or 

vapor return line hookups. 


EXP carburetors are available in 29mm, 
33mm and 40mm. Complete kits from 
$49.95. Our kits work beautifully on both 
2- and 4-cycle engines. Reed or piston port 
induction systems. Write for information. 
When ordering specify make, model. 


KENDICK Engineering 


9520 DeSoto, Chatsworth, California 91311 
Phone (213) 882-8668 Dept.-D 


Hop up and high performance work our specialty 


©1973 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
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(^. for 
= SHERPA S 
& MATADOR 


Heavy duty, solid cast and 
machined. Complete with Al- 
len wrench and bolts. 


$29.95 1 year guarantee. 


Custom Replacement 


SEAT COVERS 


Install in seconds. State 
model and year. 
$14.95 
Plus postage and handling. 


Send money order to: STEVE'S BULTACO 
7627 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys, Calif. 
(213) 780-6300 — (213) 994-7468 


Send 25e for parts and accessories 
catalog. Complete line of Bultaco parts 
and accessories in stock. 


TOP CROWNS 


bike that will not be outgrown until 
he is big enough for a monster MX 
racer, but is not too much to handle 
now. Can you recommend the best 
bike for him and advise any modifi- 
cations we should make to it? 

Tom Bowlin 

Berkeley, California 


Boy, there are a bunch of good 
125s to pick from, any one of which 
can win out of the crate. Take him 
down to different shops and see 
which one seems to fit him best. If 
motocross is the main objective, I 
suggest you stick with a two-stroke; 
however, cows don't seem to get as 
nervous when they hear a four- 
stroke. Incidentally, who's your 
dealer for a monster MX racer? I 
would like to do a test on one. 


LEAN WAY BACK AND PULL 
THE RIPCORD 

I would like to know how to go 
over an off-camber bank about 51⁄2 
feet high. When I use the groove I 
go straight and good, but when I 
dont I lean in mid-air. It happens 
very quickly. When this happens I’m 
about six feet in the air. When I 
come down I destroy my feet. I know 


you are supposed to shift your weight 
but it happens so fast! How? 
Mark Solley 
Clermont, Florida 
P.S. DIRT BIKE is the best maga- 
zine in the universe!! 


Man, I suggest you stay in the 
groove, because I really don't know 
what the solution is when you are 
leaned over six feet in the air. How- 
ever, you are lucky you only destroy 
your feet. Instead of shifting your 
weight, try shifting your bike down 
a couple of gears before you get to 
that 5V2-foot-high off-camber bank. 
I want you to stick around to be 
able to read more of our how-to-ride 
articles. I think you've gone a little 
bit overboard with your comment 
about DIRT BIKE being the best 
magazine in the universe. Accord- 
ing to Consumers Report, it's simp- 
ly the best in our galaxy. 


YAMAHAMMERING 
I have two questions to ask. First, 
I own a 1973 Yamaha 250MX. The 
bike is really nice, but the handling 
is not. I've only had the bike for 
about three or four weeks and al- 
ready my stock knobbies are worn 


Crafted Exclusively for Crawford Howse 


Now, for the first time, a boot designed especially for today’s pleasure bike rider — with the 
extra stamina and special features you need, plus the kind of styling you want! 


The FRYE Bike Rider's Boot is a full 14" high, benchcrafted in black or hand-stained brown 
cowhide — a beautiful, mellow, supple leather that looks good and feels good. It has a roomy 
square toe, harness strap with solid brass hardware, full leather lining and securely anchored 


Genuine deep-cleated 
VIBRAM®lug soles 
and heels wear like 
iron, far longer than 
ordinary soles. 


leather pull-on straps. 


Toes have special overlay cap of scuff-resistant genuine grained bullhide leather, one of the 
toughest in the world. Under the arch, FRYE builds in a unique "double leaf’’ reinforced steel 
shank (like that in a lineman's boot) to stand up under kick-starting. No breakdown at the arch! 


Boots last far longer. 


These FRYE Bike Rider's Boots are sold only by mail. NOT 
AVAILABLE IN STORES. Use the coupon. Available in full and 
half sizes 6 through 14, widths B, D, E and EE. Mention color choice, 
please. Enclose check or money order for $49.50 per pair, plus $1.50 
postage and handling. Allow 15 to 30 days for delivery, please. 


Satisfaction guaranteed, of course. 


CRAWFORD HOUSE, INC. 


Dept. A19 € P.O. Box 468 € Brockton, Mass. 02403 


Please send 


Boot, size/width 


E check 


pairs of FRYE Bike Rider's 


, color 


L] money order for $ 


DIRT BIKE 


to a quarter-inch. I cart slide 
my bike through turns, or my bike 
will leave the track sliding. Is there 
some way to get my bike to handle? 
I made my forks longer by hammer- 
ing down the top of them, but it 
doesn’t really help. I'm filling up 
my auto-lube every two tank fulls. 
Is this normal? I have a friend with 
the same bike but he has had his 
longer and he only filled his three 
times. How much oil should be pre- 
mixed in my tank which holds 2.4 
gallons? 

Dave Jackman 

Chicago, Illinois 


I think your sliding problem will 
be greatly solved by your getting 
some fresh skins on that thing. Rac- 
ing tires are not noted for long wear. 
Keep fresh tires on it with good 
stout hard knobs; Cheng-Chin is a 
good tire for instance, Metzeler is 
another. If you have a lot of soft 
mud, Trelleborg or Barum is groovy. 
Id chuck the auto-lube and mix 20 
or 25 to 1. I also have a "73 250MX 
and I think it works pretty trick, but 
the tires are not worn down to a 
quarter-inch vet. 
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LANCER LEATHERS 


1511 W. Hatcher Rd. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85021 
(602) 944-1783 


New, ventilated M-X pants, $89.50. 
Padded, lined, stripes. Available in 
black, white, brown, gold, kelly green, 
orange, grey, sky blue, dark blue, fire 
red, yellow, saddle tan. Any color 
stripe you want. Give waist, hips, and 
inseam measurements. Send 25c for 
catalog. 


Name 

Street 

City. 

i sab < e A es 
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A PIECE 


Spring- 
Loaded 


andles better and bra 
greater safety. Naturally, with 
ch small parts doing important jobs, 
we take extra care in precision building 
ng. Every one of the units we build is tested 
on our dyna 


DISTRIBUTED * 
EXCLUSIVELY 
by: ALSPORT 
DISTRIBUTING CO 


SUSPENSION 


233 Seventh Avenue 
City of Industry, Ca. 
91746 


N 


What do you want in your 
riding gear? Comfort, sure, but 
good looks as well. Hondaline ` 
shirts have all that. They're made of ~ 

100% double-knitted nylon and they à 

fit like a glove. They're long-sleeved, 

with snug-fitting cuffs. For additional 9" — 
protection, elbow areas have an extra layer of material. 
Hondaline shirts are available in three different two-color 
styles. One look at them, and you'll probably want several of 
these color-coordinated riding shirts. Available only at Honda 
Dealers. See them soon. 


TM 
From the most experienced name in motorcycling. From Honda. 
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PART 

ONE 
By CARL 
SHIPMAN 


There is an affable chap who runs 
this magazine, respectfully spoken of 
by his underlings as “Super Flunky” 
or something like that. One of the 
things he does is give out writing 
assignments. 

On a warm day recently, Super- 
whatsit became red in the face, 
started waving his arms, and made 
rumbling sounds. As underlings fled 
to the corners of the office, one said 
“Watch it! I think he is about to pass 
an assignment!” 

Which he did. He picked up the 
phone and mumbled, “Shipman, I 
want you to do a series on riding in 
the rough stuff. Enduro country. Big 
rocks and all that.” 

“Ten-Four, Roger Wilco!” 

“No, this is Super Hunky.” 

"Ten-Four, Super Hunky. I'll get 
on it right away. I’ve got a pile of 
old magazines with some really good 
stuff in 'em." 

"Never mind the old magazines. 
Get out there on the trails and shoot 
some real stuff. Tell it like it is! 

"You mean... Actually ride on a 
motorcycle?" 

"That's the assignment, Boy." 

Sobered by this realization, I pre- 
pared some pre-mix for my trusty 
Alpina, hastily read through my old 
dog-eared copy of “The Boonie 
Book” by Carl Shipman, and set 
forth for the far places, with pluck. 

Riding on a remote trail has a way 
of multiplying everything by about 


ten times. If the trail challenges you: 


now and again but you manage to 
tiptoe through the bad places, your 
sense of accomplishment is some- 
how increased by the fact that you 
did it way out there. When the trail 
eases down into a broad valley, you 
can soak in some scenery and sun- 
shine as you roll along, content. 
When things go wrong, the prob- 
lems are multiplied. When a bike 
breaks its a hassle. When people 
break, it's worse. Packing out double, 
with a set of broken ribs, is a thing 
you want to do less than once. If you 
are riding an enduro and foul up 
either of these ways, or just cant 
keep up the pace, you go from an 
emotional high to a very, very low. 
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TRICKERY 


How to shorten your wheelbase 
TEE rue ure bu. RE S. ue f 


CB ean dé d ITI so tie 
How to make a U-turn, demonstrated 
on level ground by Harold Shepard. 
The rear-wheel pivot begins by 
putting your foot down, as far 
forward as you can comfortably 


reach. 


ann NTA UA d 
As the bike swings around toward 
your new direction of travel, you 


gradually lower the front end and 
prepare to hop back on board. 


Now the bike is headed nearly in the 
opposite direction and the rider is 
getting back on. Level ground is the 
place to learn and practice this stunt; 
however, its main use is on a tight 
switchback turn as the following 
pictures show. 


a~ 


Using torque and muscle, pull the 
bike up onto its rear wheel, leaning 
it slightly in the direction you intend 


to turn. 


x BR's bas x 
Ct S LIP al - pee. 
When you get the bike up so it is 
nearly balanced on the rear wheel, it 
is easy to swing it around and point 


it wherever you wish. 
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If you are just out for a fun ride 
with your friends and can’t make it 
on that trail, your inner feeling of 
inadequacy is multiplied by what 
you see in the eyes of your buddies 
while they are helping you along. 

Riding on a difficult trail and man- 
aging it without too much trouble 
is one of the joys of off-road motor- 
cycling and the best reason I know of 
for not owning a horse. The fun is 
proportional to the difficulty of the 
terrain—at least until it gets ridicu- 
lous — so it’s worth developing a few 
tricks to help you do it better. 

A lot of the very good trails are 
made to fit people on foot, and they 
have many sharp turns and switch- 
backs which are no problem at all 
for the guy who is walking. After 
you have encountered a few of these 
tight switchbacks, and think on the 
matter a bit, you see immediately 
what the basic problem is. 

People have very short wheelbases. 

There are ways of taking a bike 
around such turns which will make 
the bike act like it has a short wheel- 
base also. With these riding tech- 
niques, you can venture out with less 
chance of crashing up on the side of 
the mountain, with a better chance 
of keeping up with your friends, or 
with the clock, and with the payoff 
of a lot more fun and enjoyment on 
the trail. 


These tricks also allow you to stay 
on the trail in some places where 
you may now cut across or widen 
out turns. Both hikers and motor- 
cyclists are guilty of cutting the 
switchbacks. The walker does it be- 
cause it looks shorter that way. The 
trailbike rider does it because it 
increases the radius of the turn and 
makes it easier to negotiate. Mean- 
while, the Forest Service is busy put- 
ting up signs requesting people not 
to cut the switchbacks and repairing 
the damage which results. 

Since our privilege of riding on 
public lands is under attack, it makes 
sense for all of us to ride thought- 
fully and stay on the trails. 

Basically, there are two kinds of 
switchbacks which go uphill. One 
type can be called “circular” or 
“round” because it has some turning 
radius, even though small. The other 
type is shaped like a“V” and is more 
of a problem. Viewed from the other 
end, on the return trip, there are also 
two kinds of switchbacks which go 
downhill. These are both more scary. 

If the switchback is round, you can 
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At the apex of the switchback, he lifts the front end of 
the Alpina and swings it over to the exit tof the turn. 


Shepard riding into a fairly tight turn, fixing to get ready 


to do a rear-wheel pivot. 


make your bike act as if it has a 
shorter wheelbase by the old wall-of- 
death trick which bike riders do at 
carnivals and state fairs. In a big 
circular enclosure with vertical walls, 
these stunt riders get going fast and 
ride up on the walls. The spectators 
peer over the side of the enclosure 
and the sporty wall-of-death guys 
try to ride across their noses. 

The thing to remember is that 
centrifugal force will pull a bike into 
the surface exactly the same as 
gravity does. When you are riding 
on the wall of death, the wall be- 
comes your reference and you posi- 
tion the bike at right angles to the 
wall, or nearly so, depending on your 
speed. When you steer to the left or 
right, you are actually steering 
toward the sky or the level ground 
below, but it all works OK if you 
have some centrifugal force working 
for you and an adequate amount of 
faith in scientific principles. 

Since switchbacks are on a slope, 
the outside part of the turn is always 
inclined in a way that helps you 
make the turn. You just ride up on 
the side of the switchback and you 
will find that you go around without 
even turning the handlebars very 
much. 

Going high, leaning the bike, and 
making the turn in one graceful 
swoop is very exhilarating and makes 
vou feel like a big bird. The main 
problem in doing it is in the transi- 
tion onto and off of the wall on the 
outside of the turn. During this tran- 
sition time, you are riding partly 
under the influence of the downward 
pull of gravity and partly under the 
influence of centrifugal force as you 
bring the bike up on the bank. This 
takes a combination of leaning and 
steering which is a little tricky 
first, particularly when coming down 
out of the turn. 

The uphill “V”-type switchback 
doesn’t give you a wall to ride on. 
You are angling up the hill in one 
direction and "then suddenly you 
have to be going nearly in the op- 
posite direction. 

The trick is the rear-wheel pivot. 
You continue riding into the *V" un- 
til the front wheel is just about to 
leave the path. At that point, put 
your inside foot down, crank on some 
throttle, haul back on the bars, and 
the front wheel will lift up. The rear 
wheel will continue rolling slowly 
into the ^V" and, while it is doing 
that, vou swing the front end through 
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Sometimes a trail will lead up to a rock or ledge and then 
make a sharp turn. You can often use the obstruction to 
aid making the turn. Run your front tire up onto the rock, 


turning in the direction you need to go. 


As the front wheel angles across the face of the obstacle, 
lift the front end up with engine power so the bike 
does a wheelie. 


the air and set it down on the out- 
bound side of the switchback. As you 
put the front wheel down on the exit 
side of the trail, you push off with 
the foot you have on the ground, 
so you can hop back aboard the 
scooter and ride on to the next 
switcheroo. 

Going downhill, these two types of 
tums look different. If the switch- 
back was rounded and you could 
ride it going up, you can ride it 
going down. The problem in doing 
it is that you come out of the turn 
pretty fast and if there are loose 
rocks, or if the trail is narrow, you 
may wind up going over the side. A 
lot of brave riders sometimes get off 
and walk the bike through these 
places. 

A good rule is that if you are 
going to walk the bike through a 
downhill turn, get off. It is possible, 
in most cases, to slide up onto the 
gas tank and get both feet down on 
the ground just behind the front 
wheel so you can walk the bike 
around the turn without getting off. 
However, your balance is precarious 
while doing this, and if the front tire 
slips or one of your feet does, it is 
very hard to keep from tumbling 
over the side, all wrapped up with 
your bike. It takes only an extra 
moment to get off and your control 
of the bike is a lot better. 

There may be a way to negotiate 
a "V"-type.downhill switchback, but 
if there is, I don't know about it. I 
get off and show the bike my strong 
muscles. 

Another situation you can meet 
on a trail, either level or on a hill- 
side, is a right-angle turn just in front 
of a rock or ledge. The trail runs 
right up to the face of the obstruc- 
tion and then turns sharply to the 
right or left. Frequently there is no 
other way to go, so you have to fol- 
low the path. 

You could make this turn on a 
unicycle, and that is the clue. You 
do it on your rear wheel. 

Run the front wheel up the rock 
or ledge which is on the outside of 
the turn, using enough throttle so 
the bike makes a wheelie. While your 
front tire is traveling up the rock, 
you must turn it in the direction 
you want the bike to go. If not, the 
front end goes straight up and then 
straight back down, which is usually 
called crashing on a rock and re- 
quires no handy hints to the per- 
spiring learner. Cont'd. on page 36 
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The Yank that took on “Mexico 
and won. 


The Harley-Davidson SR-100. 
Our trail-bustin’ 2-stroke 
| single with a 9.5: 1 ratio, five- 
i speed box, Ceriani forks and 
shocks. The SR beat the best 
at the worst. 

With a string of wins that’s de 
outta sight: Mexican 1000. 
Baja 500. California desert 
races. Motocross. Scrambles. 
Hare 'n hounds. 

Put on your riding gear, then 
grab yourself some freedom 
on a Harley-Davidson SR-100. 

We'll be content to rest on 
your laurels. E 


Harley-Davidson, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 
Member Motorcycle Industry Council 
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‘Harley-Davidson SR-100. 
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Same stunt. Youngster by the name of John Shipman 
pops a wheelie off a rock in order to make a sharp turn. 
Bike is a Hodaka Wombat. No, the kickstand isn't down, 
it just looks that way. 


The bike will continue turning while the front end is in 
the air, and you can guide it back down onto the trail in 


the new direction. 


Because you turn the wheel while 
it is on the rock, the bike will con- 
tinue turning in the same direction 
after the front wheel is airborne, and 
if you have done it right, you can 
then let the front end back down 
on the path and then ride away in 
the new direction. 


This trick is easy to learn out on 
level ground, and you can run your 
front tire up most anything which is 
solid enough so it wont move. You 
can't begin with a rock which is too 
small, however, because your tire 
will not be in contact with it long 
enough to do the necessary steering 


in the direction you want to turn. 
You need a rock about a foot high to 
get the feel of it and then you can 
use large rocks, tree trunks, dirt 
banks or whatever is handy to prac- 
tice on. 

The hard part is to learn to bal- 
ance the amount of turning with the 
amount of throttle you use so the 
bike does a wheelie off the rock. The 
front wheel has to come up into the 
air, lifting off the surface of the ob- 
stacle through a combination of en- 
gine power and body English. The 
feeling is that the front end just 
seems to float up into the air. If you 
don't use enough engine power to 
cause this to happen, you will make 
only a partial turn and the bike is 
likely to come back down with the 
frame hitting the rock. 

You can also learn to do a rear- 
wheel pivot by practicing on level 
ground, even though it is harder to 
do on the level than it is when you 
are going up a hill. Level ground is 
safer for learning because you can 
flee in any direction when the ma- 
chine attacks you. 

Proceed at walking speed up to 
the point where you plan to make a 
180-degree turn. Put one foot down 
on the ground, as far forward as you 
can comfortably reach. Crank on 
throttle and pull back hard on the 
bars. The direction of pull on the 
bars should not be straight back, it 
should be angled toward the side 
where your foot is on the ground. In 
other words, if you intend to swing 
the bike to the right, put down your 
right foot and pull the bars up and 
to the right. 

The typical mistake is not using 
enough engine power and not pull- 
ing up hard enough. You have to pull 
really hard to get the front end up. 
However, it is best to feel your way 
into learning how hard is enough. If 
you get the front wheel up only a 
little bit, you can turn it only a little 
bit before it comes back to earth. 
Which is fine. Next time get it a 
little higher. 

You will eventually reach the point 
where you get the bike up high 
enough that it is balanced on the rear 
wheel and rolling slowly along the 
surface. Then it is easy to swing the 
bike around and point it in the direc- 
tion you want to go. When it is 
pointed nearly in the right direction, 
you should start closing the throttle 


and allow the front end to come 
Cont'd. on page 93 
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Got a section of wall that measures 17 x 22 inches? 
Any old wall will do. Now, here’s how to make that 
wall worth looking at. Hang up one or more of these 
far-out, blow-mind, trick action posters. The cost? 
It's right. Just $2.50 each (plus 25* postage and 
handling), $7.50 for any four posters that catch your 
eye (plus a half a buck for postage and handling). 
Or go all the way and do up an entire room — $14.00 
will get you all eight (of course that same 50¢ added 
for postage and handling). Order now — that empty 
wall can't be that interesting to look at. 


~~ PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. ^ «| 

2732 Heritage Circle I 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 i 

Enclosed is check or money order for $________. | 

Poster No. 1.0 20 30 40506070801 

$ 2.50 ea. plus 25¢ postage I 

$ 7.50 any four plus 50¢ postage | 

$14.00 any eight plus 50€ postage - 

Name l 

Address | 

€ Qo E : City. | 
7. KAWNSAKI CLIMBING State Zi | 
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HUSKY’S 360 R/T 
TRACTOR 


It burns your leg and 
it burns your wallet 
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Despite all the effluvia, the Husky looks for all the world Snarling wires make the Husky 360 
like any other Husky. Tank is pretty red-orange. R/T (for road /trail) street-legal in 


most states. They remove quickly. 


Te Husqvarna 360 R/T is, on the 360. Strange. At idle, big 
like all other Huskys . . . dif- chunks of power are spat through 
ferent. Ride an Ossa, Bultaco, CZ, the exhaust port, like chipping 
Honda, what-have-you, in the course chunks of granite with a chisel. As 
of a day, and naturally you find you pour the power on, the bike 
these bikes are different from one progressively loses its thick grunt 
another. Of course. Then you ride a until max revs, when it sputters and 
Husky, and all the other bikes seem refuses to pull any more load. Un- A Ea m 

essentially the same. All bikes are like most other bikes, when more Funny looking pipes in still air box 
different, but a Husky is different. power is needed, you upshift, rath- keep intake noise to a minimum. 

Take, for instance, the powerband er than downshift, the Husky 360. Box itself is too heavy. 
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| 32mm Amal concentric worked better than we normally 
and all. Brake was marginally effective, at best. would have expected. Float bowl is plastic. 


* Needless to say, this bike takes a 

— "^ lot of getting used to. And the 360 
R/T buyer is going to have to for- 
give the bike in many, many areas. 
And in a couple of areas, the bike 
is unforgivable. 

Take the pipe. After riding the 
Husky for five minutes, a certain 
peculiar odor begins to follow you 


Frame and swingarm are chrome moly, but that didn't 
keep bike's overweight down. Rear brake was too sensitive. 


40 DIRT BIKE 


HUSQVARNA 360 R/T 
PRICE: Suggested retail, 
approx. $1439 
ENGINE TYPE: 
Single cylinder, air-cooled, 
two-stroke 
DISPLACEMENT: 349cc 
BORE & STROKE: 
81.5mm x 66mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 8.6:1 
CARBURETION: 
Amal concentric 32mm 
HP & RPM: 
(claimed) N/A 
(actual) 20.2 @ 6500 
CLUTCH: Five disc in oil bath 
PRIMARY DRIVE: Gear, 2.83:1 
FINAL DRIVE: 56 x % chain 
GEAR RATIOS: 1. 1.47:1 
= 1223s] 
s» 119: 
.88:1 
.678:1 


AIR FILTRATION: Paper element 


ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: 

Femsa point ignition 6v, 35W. 
LUBRICATION: Premix, 20:1 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: 

94 octane (Premium) 
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RECOMMENDED OIL: Castor oil 
FUEL CAPACITY: 2.5 gallons 
FRAME: Chrome moly 
SUSPENSION: 
(Front) Telescopic, Husqvarna 
(Rear) Betor 
TIRES: 
Front: 3.00x21 Trelleborg 
motocross 
Rear: 4.00x18 Trelleborg 
motocross 
WHEELS: Front: Steel 
Rear: Steel 


DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 54-inches 
Ground Clearance: 834 inches 
Seat Height: 3112 inches 
Weight: 
(claimed) 266 pounds dry 
(actual) 284 with Vo-tank 
of fuel 
On front wheel: 4496 
On rear wheel: 5696 


BRAKES: 


Front: 160mm internal 
expanding 

Rear: 160mm internal 
expanding 


INSTRUMENTS: 

Resettable VDO speedometer 
SILENCER: Yes 
PRIMARY KICK: No 


PARTS PRICES 
(Items subject to frequent 
replacement through wear or 
breakage) 
Suggested retail: 
PISTON ASSEMBLY: 

Pin, rings, clips $32.97 
RINGS: $6.60 
CLUTCH CABLE: $4.26 
THROTTLE CABLE: $3.05 
POINTS: $3.50 
CONDENSER $2.85 
BRAKE SHOES: $10.92 pr 
CYLINDER: $145.22 
CYLINDER LINER: $39.24 
SHIFT LEVER: $1.19 
REAR BRAKE PEDAL: $9.56 
FRONT BRAKE LEVER: $3.05 
CLUTCH LEVER: $3.05 
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TRAVEL 
GUIDE 


RV WORLD will take you to some of the best 
and naturally beautiful corners of our world. 
Spots perfect for dirt bike riding, camping, 
hiking or just enjoying the view. We'll help you 
choose the ideal camper for your own special 
needs with our livability evaluation section. 
We'll give you the latest technical and touring 
information. Plus many regular feature depart- 
ments. SUBSCRIBE NOW and let RV WORLD be 
your guide to the fantastic world of RV living, 
camping, touring and fun. 


RV WORLD Magazine, 
Box 317 Encino, California 91316 
Attention Subscription Dept. 
To subscribe send check or money order for 


$7.50 subscription of 12 issues of R. V. WORLD 
Magazine. Canada add $1.00; foreign add $2.00. 


around. It's your thigh roasting. And 
when your leathers get hot, it takes 
a long time for them to cool off. One 
tester had to be treated for burns 
from this bike after a half-hour of 
riding. Easily, this bike has the high- 
est leg-toasting factor of any mo- 
torcycle we've ever tested. What's 
more, the pipe is forever melting 
the seat. 

If you learn to ride with your left 
leg signaling a perpetual left turn. 
you soon learn that your right leg 
is always rubbing against the gar- 
gantuan still air box. It bothered 
some riders, others didn't notice it— 
but after a 100-mile ride it would 
rub a raw spot. 


When we took delivery of the 
bike, we got to watch Husqvarna 
MotorCorp West Service Manager 
and Baja Racer Niles Ussary pull 
the thing out of a crate and start 
putting Tab A into Slot B. Wrenches 
flashed like fencing swords as he 
deftly assembled forks, wheels, han- 
dlebars and controls. Suddenly he 
found only the electrics left. Niles 
halted to puzzle things over. He put 
water in the battery ("first time I've 
done this in eight years, he gig- 
gled), while Bob Everts untangled 
the mystery of the turn signals, horn 
and headlight. After an hour of this, 
the indicators were bolted on with 
a flourish, making the once-func- 
tional looking Husky look a mock- 


Cont'd. on page 90 
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PROBLEM SOLVERS: 


No Tool Box? Use our handy Cross Brace 
Bag. Mounts on handlebar crossbrace, on 
or off in three seconds. Velcro ® straps 
hold securely, prevent rattles. No snaps 
or buckles to fool with or break. Has 
three compartments to carry everything 
you need. Waterproof and durable. $6.95 
postpaid. 


SPENDING 
BIG BUCKS 


replacing chains and 
sprockets too soon? We 
sincerely believe our 
| Chainlube Mix will 
3 double the life of your 
= : chain. Users agree. It 
contains both moly and Teflon &, you add 
oil after reading informative Chainlube Hand- 
book which comes in the package. Try an 
8-0z batch for $2.95 postpaid. Moneyback 
guarantee of satisfaction. 


Tired of seal problems, 
drooling forks? 


RAP-ON 
FORK COVERS 


solve the problem. In- 
stall in 5 minutes with- 
out taking fork apart. 
Durable protection 
* keeps oil in, dirt out. 
For forks with internal 
springs, also Maico. 
Seais last up to three 
years or more. 


Maico is $6.50 $5.50 postpaid 
50€ 
NEW OR FREE 
CATALOG With Any 
Order! 


OK. Send items marked on ad or listed on 
separate sheet to: 
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BING CARB K 


If you have a Bing on your bike, 
and you're too lazy to read this article, 
you will blow your motor up. 
Don’t say we didn’t warn you. 


Ev European  motor- 
cycles are built to give the 
purchaser the basic package with- 
out the necessary detailing that 
makes a “works” machine. In order 
to get proper performance, it is 
usually necessary to go completely 
through the motorcycle before enter- 
ing it in a race. If such things as 
motor mounts, carburetor settings, 
brake linings, etc., are not serviced 
correctly, there is an excellent chance 
that disaster is just around the cor- 
ner. This means more out-of-pocket 


By BRIAN FABRE 


expense on top of the payments that 
must be made. 

One of the most expensive parts 
of the motorcycle to repair is the 
power unit. Improper jetting or in- 
adequate fuel supply can easily ruin 
the piston or the connecting rod. 
There have been cases where the 
rod broke in half after the piston 
seized, resulting in a new engine. 
(As an example: a 400 Maico Radial 
engine costs over $800.) Though 
many of the popular motocrossers 
from Europe use the 36mm Bing 


Some of the richness just off idle can be eliminated by 
cutting this notch. Do not exceed 2mm deep x 3mm wide. 
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center float carburetor, almost every- 
thing that is applicable to the Bing 
is applicable to the other slide-type 
carburetors. 

It appears as though the Bing 
carburetor problems are threefold: 
1.) The carburetor runs too rich at 
low speeds. 2.) When the jetting is 
changed for good low-speed per- 
formance, it will be too lean in the 
mid-range speeds. 3.) At low speeds, 
the carburetor will suddenly become 
richer for no apparent reason. 

Using 400cc engine carburetor set- 
tings as an example, the average 
tuner will first lower the needle to 
the leanest position, and then if he's 
not satisfied, out will come the fac- 
tory-supplied 185 main jet and in 
will go a 170-175. Low-speed prob- 
lems seem to go away for a short 
while, usually until the engine gets 
a good healthy bite of the ground 


High flow fuel "T" can be made from 
a brass fitting if the threads are 
turned off in an engine lathe. Also 
check at the hardware store for a 
copper tubing "sweat" fitting, they 
work and do not have threads. 
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We suggest that the slide key be epoxied in. There 

have been many cases of it falling out. Later models 

have corrected this by center punching over the key. Adjust the float level (A) so that the floats are parallel to 
Don't try center punching your carb or you'll ruin it. the float bowl gasket surface (B). 


Hole has been opened up to allow fuel to escape directly 
into the float chamber without passing along the sides 


Triumph fuel taps have good of the float needle. Upper surface of the hole passes 
flow. Yamaha valves on the just below the needle seat. Be extra careful not to 
MXers are better. scratch the seat. 
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Bing float needle is prone to fast 
wear. A groove, which develops 
quickly, will cause improper sealing 
at low speeds. If jetting changes 
for no apparent reason, the culprit 
is usually the float needle. 


going up the straightaway. Sudden- 
ly, a big hand seems to grab the bike, 
causing it to slow down. The instant 
the clutch is disengaged the engine 
stops. Pushing the motorcycle back 
to the pits, think of at least $100 to 
repair it. Gruesome, isn't it? 

First rule of thumb is the fact that 
the factory main jet setting is usually 
spot-on for maximum power, or one 
size rich. Second rule of thumb is, 
don't diddle with the main jet. Let's 
put all the foofooraw to the side and 
start at the root of the problem 
and then continue forward. If we can 
get gasoline into the float bowl in 
adequate quantities, jetting will be 
a snap. Looking at the restrictions in 
the system, two areas come under 
critical examination. Fuel valves 
from Europe are big enough to sup- 
ply a mo-ped engine, no larger. Re- 
move it from the gasoline tank and 
discard it. Purchase an accessory 
item fuel valve or adapt an industrial 
fuel valve available from the local 
hardware or farm equipment dealer. 
It may take a piece of rubber tub- 
ing and hose clamps to adapt the fuel 
valve, but don't let that discourage 
you. 

With gasoline flowing freely from 
the gas tank, it won't do any good if 
it can't get to the main jet. Evident- 
ly Bing thought that the 36 mm'er 
would be used on 50cc strassa racers, 
so they made the passage from the 
gasoline line to the float bowl just 
large enough to pass about one gal- 
lon of fuel every 10 minutes. At full 
throttle a two-cycle engine will con- 
sume approximately one pound of 
fuel per hour per horsepower. That 
means that a 45-horsepower engine 
will consume 45 pounds of fuel per 
hour. To be on the safe side, as- 
sume that gasoline weighs 6.5 pounds 
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Carburetor needle in rich position. 


Carburetor needle in lean position. 
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Fuel inlet fitting and the fuel passage below must be 
enlarged in order to keep the float bowl full when the 
engine is developing maximum horsepower. 


per gallon. The engine requires about 
seven gallons of fuel per hour and 
the passage in the carburetor will 
deliver only six gallons per hour. It 
should be evident that the fuel sup- 
ply system cannot maintain proper 
fuel level in the float bowl. 
Remove the brass fuel inlet fitting 
and drill the inner diameter with a 
3/16 (.1875 dia.) drill. Holding the 
carburetor body by hand, drill the 
passage just under the brass fuel in- 
let to 3/16. Take it very slow as the 
drill will break through into a small 
chamber at the end of the passage. 
At the other side of the chamber is 
the brass seat for the float needle. 
If the drill cuts into the brass seat 
far enough, the float needle will not 
seat and the carburetor is scrap. Do 
not be alarmed if the drill opens the 


passage directly to the float cham- 
ber. This will require a trip to the 
hardware store for an epoxy kit. Mix 
the epoxy per directions and patch 
the broken-through area. After the 
epoxy has dried, redrill the passage 
again. 

At this point, the carburetor will 
handle a weak 360cc engine, but is 
still inadequate for the fire-breathing 
400cc and larger engines. So we must 
drill and massage a little bit more 
in order to get the flow higher. With 
a grinding wheel, attached to a small 
Dremel or a drill motor, cut through 
the side of the needle chamber so 
that when the needle drops away 
from the seat, the fuel has direct ac- 
cess to the float bowl. Again, be care- 
ful so that the grinding wheel does 

Cont'd. on page 93 
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A good ride costs plenty 
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* nort. Thats what this bike 
does. It does not motor from 
corner to corner, it snorts. Like a big 
hulking animal in search of prey. 
Howcum, you say? This thing only 
has 50 more cc than the 400 Radial, 
so where does all the power come 

from? | 
First, lets take a look at the man- 
nerisms the 400 Radial gave to its 
rear wheel: Right around 37-38 
horsepower at the knobby was nor- 
mal for a healthy, finely tuned ma- 
chine. A trip through the gears 
showed that the 400 had a clean 
punch off idle and “suck-your- 
breath-in” acceleration. Revs built 
quickly, but not too quickly. Just 
right. | 

Now, lets take that promised 
look at the 450 and see what differ- 
ences are there. The dyno shows 
about the same horsepower at the 
rear wheel, so surely the gain in 
muscle is not there. Hokay, take a 
trip through the 450’s gears and 
search for the answer. 

Let the clutch out and tweak the 
throttle; a good strong surge imme- 
diately snaps your arms back and 
the front end will claw for the sky 
if your weight isn’t well forward. 
Shift into second well before the revs 
are up and punch it again — more 
of the same wild bolting sensation. 
In low gear, one can expect to feel 
a violent jolt when cracking the 
throttle, but in second? 

-Wait. There’s more. Click the 
lever up and engage third. Tweak 
the throttle once more and the pow- 
erful blast of acceleration smacks 
you .back on the saddle, snapping 
your arms straight. This can’t be 
right, you think. No bike is supposed 
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to pull like this in third! Shifting 


into fourth should put things back 
into reality. 

Nope. 

Put that ugly yellow sonofabitch 
into fourth and it keeps on pulling 
with the same ferocious intensity! 
Right about this time, you realize 
that the landscape is rushing by at 
a frightening pace — the bike is 
tapped out completely. Here you are; 
mere seconds ago the bike was stand- 
ing still on the starting line, now 
you are part of a man/machine pro- 
jectile. The transition of time was 
staggeringly short. Seventy miles an 
hour is reached in not much more 
than the time it took to poke and 
prod four times at a gearshift lever. 

Right about now, its normal to 
head back to the pits for a new pair 
of shorts. Ther sit a while and re- 
flect on the power before attempting 
to ride the bike again. Lessee now 
— the big increase in power seems 
to be all at the low end and mid- 
range. Very little (if any) is on the 
top end. It just doesn't seem to make 
any difference what gear the Maico 
is in. It treats every cog with the 
same sneering indifference. 

This gives the rider an added ben- 
efit over the competition. Simply 
put, he does not have to shift any- 
where near as much. When a bike 
can pull strongly from 20 miles per 
hour, all the way up to 55 in third 
gear, that must be labeled as an ad- 
vantage. Everyone else on the track 
must take the usual number of stomps 
at the gearshift thing, in order to 
move forward briskly. Every time 
they shift, they lose valuable time 
and yardage. It would be safe to say 
that a rider on a 450 Maico could 


more than likely out-accelerate any- 
thing else on the track, rider skills 
being equal. 
Yes, there will be bikes on the 
track putting out as much, if not 
more, horsepower than the 450, but 
none of them will have as much of 
the proper kind of horsepower. The 
key here is the word "proper." Even 
though the engine can spin the enc 
wheel easily through axle-deep wet 
cement, it's not wasteful power. Fly- 
wheels are heavy enough to prevent 
useless wheelspin. The rpm buildup 
is just right; if the revs built any 
faster, it’s doubtful if the bike would 
accelerate one bit quicker. In fact, 
it might be slower. The end result 
of this kind of proper power is mas 
mum hookup of the massive 4.50x18 
Metzeler with the ground. 
At one time during a photographic 
session, test rider Jim Connolly ac- 
tually had both wheels leave the 
ground when accelerating off a berm. | 
The bike took one big bite of the sort 
earth and lunged off in the other di 
rection with that big snort we were 
talking about earlier. Jim stopped the 
bike, shut the engine off and turned 
to us, saying, “That is the strongest 
bike I have ever ridden — it just 
scared hell out of me.” Coming from 
a top-line-Expert, those are impres- 
sive words. 
It’s difficult for a rider to think 
much about the handling of the 450 
until he gets used to the power. 
However, the bike is easy to ride, be 
cause the power is predictable. After 
a half-hour of steady riding, the 
fright factor diminishes and the idee 
can start considering the other as- 
pects of the big Maico. 
What does get you thinking about 
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the handling is the result of over- 
cooking it into a turn — a very easy 
thing to do when you have all that 
muscle on tap. Our first experience 
of pure panic happened at the very 
familiar first turn on the Indian 
Dunes International Course. We ap- 
proached the right-hander in fourth 
gear with the engine just starting to 
sing. Hoo hah! Hookin’ it. Uh oh!!! 
The comer is coming up far too 
quickly and I am surely going to die 
a horrible death. What now? What 
else? — try to make the turn. Meet 
your fate in an honorable fashion. 
At least the onlookers can turn to 
each other and say, “Both of his eyes 
were wide open and the bike was 
sideways when he hit the fence. Sure 
was a flashy way to go.” Instinct 
made the reactions fractionally 
quicker — hit both brakes to scrub off Merest blip of throttle allowed rider to play one-wheeled games. 
some speed and down gear at the gg ` Ham ae m ; ; j 
same time. Still too fast; down an- | x : M * 
other gear. Oh dear Lord! The peg is 
on the ground and this yellow unit is 
slithering like a police car chasing a 
moonshiner on a wet Georgia high- 
way. What now? What indeed. Noth- 
ing left to do but gas it hard and 
hope for the best. Sooooo, we gassed 
it and the damned bike got a bite 
and promptly straightened up and 
headed for the direction the front 
wheel was pointing. Which, fortu- 
natelv, happened to be the original 
direction of flight. Evervthing said, 
"Shut it off, shut it off!” but common 
sense prevailed, and the gas was left 
on. One last wiggle, and the bike was 
perfectly upright and hooking it 
down the track under complete con- 
trol. And all it took was a little blast 
on the loud handle. 

Once we settled down to more or 
less normal riding, it became appar- E UON S E 
ent that the handling of the big 450 m ` dm n) 
was nearly beyond reproach. Quite AU ur cie TEL CS 45 ELA T I pet 
frankly, we could not find a single JM : 3 eei ; gr Pas 
vice in the way the bike responded. aes <i dg. ` Re 
The front end would not wash out, e E ; 
even if the turn was taken with the as: O1 oe, EU EE 
power shut completely off. In order > e e Vi. usi E Be Rec 
to break the rear end loose, the rider Lo “i à a ux eats d 7. 
had to be leaned over quite severely, ie c4 S ; ET SUE. k .4 
and even then, the transition from _ a Sats a oy, RGR Meee E E ; Spade Shy tye 
traction to sliding was a gradual one. ig à DU SEM et, : WE - i 

No rear-end hop was found. If the . : AR AE. a tox e ie rupem 
rider charged into a section of ue AH A 3 
whoopdies too hot, the bike would DR. weg f 
merely suck up the jolts. The bike - 
would bounce up, not out. 

We find it hard to restrain our- ; 
selves about the handling, and sus- - : - 
pect many people might find reason ; : 
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New hub is light — front brake 
works fine. 


Brake pedal is tucked in — could use more travel. 
Pegs are so-so. 


in this tube. (B) Small end of hub died; we hear it’s common in the 
newer models. New welding procedure is the hassle. 
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‘74 DIRT BIKE CALENDAR and ALMANAC 


Outrageous!!! 


And filled to the staples with billions 
(nay, zillions) of important facts. 
Every possible conversion chart 
known to man is included some- 
where in the mighty new DIRT BIKE 
Calendar and Almanac for 1974. 


Plus (eat your heart out Burt Reyn- 
olds) a full-color centerfold, with 
strategically placed staples, of SU- 
PER HUNKY in the all-together. 
Gasp! 


Each and every month of the year 
has its own dynamite full-color ac- 
tion photo of the top dirt riders in 
the business and a new feature: the 
official, unofficial DIRT BIKE Riders 
National Holidays Calendar. Featur- 
ing some of the exciting events in 
Dirt Bike history. 


We still have a limited number of 
the 1973 Calendars. For those of 
you who especially liked that year. 
Living in the past? Swell, then order 
a few of the 1973's dates and use 
them in the years to come. 


UACUSCA CA u.c w X. o€ wc X» AUS € 79.99 999 


D-311 
DIRT BIKE CALENDAR 
Box 317, Encino, CA 91316. 


Enclosed is check or money order for Q 
copy(ies) of the DIRT BIKE CALENDAR. 
$2.00 each plus 256 each postage. 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 


CITY. 


STATE — ZIP 


(CAU Wc X c3 AX AO XC.» wc» ww wc www 


annuununuununnunnnnununnunnnnnunnunn n 
4 9 C9CACACAOAO Ow w wc wc €w wc» 9» 99 ww 9 
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to doubt our enthusiasm. All we can 
say is, ride one. Beg, borrow or steal 
a ride on the 450. But be warned: 
Once you do, you'll never be com- 
pletely satisfied with anything less. 
And, handling-wise, everything else 
we have ridden to date must be con- 
sidered less. Simple as that. It’s the 
best handling big bike on the mar- 
ket — bar none. 

Which brings us to the point of 
potential ownership of one of these 
rockets. First off, the machine is ex- 
pensive — at last report, the price 
tag was over $1700. But what exactly 
do you get for 1700 bucks? 

You get a fantastic chassis, a su- 
perb set of forks, a wide, powerful 
powerband, impeccable handling 
and a fist-full of headaches. You see, 
like most exotic racing machinery, 
the 450 will require a huge amount 
of maintenance and preparation. If 
you think that it can be treated like 
the 250 Yammie MX sitting in your 
garage, forget even thinking about 
getting one of the brutes. It'll fall 
apart right under your feet. 

Let's say that you have just popped 
the necessary graft for a 450. What 
now? 

Firstly, you'll have to sink another 
hundred bucks in it immediately. 
The stock air filter must be replaced 
with a decent unit. Then, special 
adapters and air boots, retailing near z 7 
$15, must be installed. Pop off the ; ~ 
Girling shocks and place them on the 
shelf for the day when you sell the ~~ MAICO 450 à 
bike. Why not? They'll only last for n 
a few hours anyway. Replace them 
with a good accessory shock. Put a 
decent spark plug cap on and fling 304 — 
the old one into the weeds. Put 
larger nuts and bolts in several high- 
ly stressed areas. Get some good pegs 
on the bike, as the stockers are 25- 
marginal — no more. Let's see... 
you've already spent over $100 and 


you still don't have alloy rims on yet. 99 
And while you're at it, heavier spokes $ 
on the rear are a must. If you dont & 
do this, expect about two to three 2 
months out of the wheel before it Q15 


turns to dust. Heftier bolts in the 

rear sprocket and shock mounts are 

a must and the standard chain is jo 
average — nothing to write home to 
Mommy about. Most riders opt for 
Regina Extra or Diamond. Any other 
improvements after these come under 
the order of lightening the bike up. 
You know the stuff. . . alloy chain 
guide and such. 


Cont'd. on page 97 5000 6000 7000 8000 
RPM 
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CONCLUSION... WHEW! By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


PR OUEGIAIANIAH 
RETS DIETY 


Take it out and play with it 


roject Yamaha’s day of destiny 

P arrived Sunday, the 5th of 
August, 1973. That was the day PY 
was completed. We set out for its 
maiden journey on the street head- 
ing for the racetrack for a day of 
shakedown and impromptu racing 
with the staf members. It has taken 
us seven parts to get to the race- 
ready condition. In a nutshell, we 
have taken a standard, out of the box 
“J? model Yamaha and have con- 
verted it into an International Six 
Days Trials replica that any factory 
in the world would be proud to call 
their own. 

In the general cleanup of the ma- 
chine, we updated some of the parts 
and pieces over what we had re- 
ported in our previous articles. The 
exhaust system, for example, was 
built by Torque Engineering, 19755 
Bahama, Northridge, California 
91324. They have catalogued the 
pipe in their Whisperin’ Smith silen- 
cer/spark arrestor series. In our opin- 
ion this pipe is one of the quietest on 
the market. The silencer/spark arres- 
tor unit is not available as an access- 
sory item. If your talent is extensive 
enough to roll your own pipe, cones 
and bends can be purchased from 
Airco Sheet Metal, 15209 Grevillea 
Ave., Lawndale, California 90260. 

Preston Petty’s Big Mudder rear 
fender was substituted for his nor- 
mal Mudder series, due to the Big 
Mudders added width and better 


curvature for retaining mud, rather. 


than spraying it all over the rider's 
back. When we finally bolted the 
carburetor on for the last time, we 
tore the rubber tube that connects 
the air box to the carburetor. Down 
at the Yamaha shop, we compared 
the 250 tube to the 360 tube. If you 
have a problem getting the air horn 
of the carburetor to fit into the en- 
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duro rubber tube, the 360 tube will 
fit exactly. We also replaced the 
throttle cable with a racing acces- 
sory item. 

Knowing full well that the stand- 
ard Yamaha trials tires were de- 
signed to look racy on the showroom 
floor and be absolutely miserable in 
the dirt, we changed to motocross 
tires. Previous experience with the 
Cheng Shin tires indicated to us that 
they were one of the true bargains 
on the tire market. For the front, we 
were in a quandary. Even though a 
3.50 tire was listed for a 19-inch rim, 
in general, they were not available. 
After much searching, we found a 
Carlisle in the motocross pattern. 
Because the tire had a directional 
tread pattern, we did not want to use 
it on the front. Deadline was draw- 
ing closer and closer and no other 
tires could be found. We decided to 
try it anyway. 

The tire was installed with the 
chevron tread pattern "backwards" 
— i.e., sitting on the motorcycle, the 
chevrons (they look like sergeant's 
stripes) were pointing toward the 
rider. This was done so that the tire 
would have a tendency to turn into 
the corner, due to its tread pattern, 
rather than sliding out if the pattern 
were reversed. 

With everything buttoned up, we 
torched the PY off, letting it sit and 
idle until the test rider could get fully 
clothed for the 6:30 a.m. banzai 


-charge to.the Dunes. With one leg 


over the saddle, the parting shot 
could be heard, “Last one to the 
Dunes buys the beer.” The Great 
Yellow DIRT BIKE Truck belched 
and groaned as it roared into life for 
the frantic dash. The race of the 
century was about to happen. 

PY leaped into the lead until the 
G.Y.D.B.T. got straightened out 


down Balboa. At the intersection 
of Balboa and the freeway, the 
G.Y.D.B.T. took the lead. We had to 
stop; the wheels were so far out of 
balance that high speeds caused the 
handlebars to get the size of wa- 
termelons. We waited for the 
G.Y.D.B.T. to return with the tool- 
box, then threw the PY up on an old 
milk crate and loosened up the axle. 
The tire immediately swung down- 
ward. We wrapped solder on the op- 
posite side, until the wheel could be 
placed in any position and would re- 
main stationary. The same procedure 
was used for the rear, after dropping 
the chain and loosening the axle. 
Seeing that we had lost by default, 
there was no sense continuing the 
contest, so we wheeled out onto the 
freeway and ran the PY through the 
gears. A quick glance down at the 
speedometer indicated somewhere in 
the vicinity of 75+ miles per hour. 
Losing some of our bravery, we 
slowed to a constant 65 mph ( Cali- 
fornia legal limit) the remaining ten 
miles to the Dunes. During the jour- 
ney we had a California State Police- 
man drive up on the right side and 
give us the glassy stare, but we were 
street-legal so we kept our eyeballs 
glued to the road. After he got bored 
and turned off, we pressed onward 
at a constant 65 mph to the Dunes. 
Prior to riding the PY in the dirt 
we had an extensive discussion about 
its road manners. As with all single- 
dual-purpose motorcycles, the Yam- 
mie has been blessed with a typical 
rattling, clanking mechanical noise 
that becomes very irritating on ex- 
tended pavement excursions. Of 
course, the exposed chain and the 
motocross tires chimed in with their 
noises also. At a constant speed the 
air intake noise was not offensive, but 
during acceleration, the PY sounded 
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Left side view onna the Great camouflage fob: that 
can be accomplished with Preston Petty number plates. 


Prototype S Engineering exhaust pipe was built in 


the DIRT BIKE generated dimensions. 


versions will be somewhat shorter. 


like a cow that had stepped on its 
udder. The combination of all these 
noises at the same time was almost 
frightening. One thing for sure, we 
did not create a BMW. 

After the shakedown cruise at the 
Dunes, we decided not to attend 
Super Hunkys Monday morning 
bench racing and buffalo chip ses- 
sion at the posh DIRT BIKE offices. 
Instead, we split for the Alamo 
mountain area of the Los Padres 
National Forest. We rode the Hun- 
gry Creek trail; starting altitude for 
the trail was 4000 feet and the sum- 
mit was above 6000. Entrance to the 
trail was a long group of whoops 
going for about three miles. 

Just prior to starting up the twisty 
narrow portion of the trail, we 
stopped at the old Hungry Creek 
camp for a drink of water out of the 
creek. Being in the National Forest, 
the forest rangers wanted to cut 
down on water erosion. They put 
2 x 6's crossways to the trail to keep 
the water from cutting rain ruts. 
When the lumber was installed, there 
was no problem riding over it. After 
about 1000 duffer trail riders, large 
holes were cut into the trail just in 
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front of the lumber. In most cases, 
we were able to negotiate the bad 
spots in second gear with an occa- 
sional excursion to first. Tweak the 
throttle a little too hard and the front 
forks will bounce the motorcycle 
high in the air and the rear wheel 
will have a tendency to swing out. 
Hit the edge with just a little throttle 
and the engine would die. 

Without the flexible power of the 
PY, it would have been flat impossi- 
ble to get up the trail without slip- 
ping the clutch into obscurity. With 
a pipey motor, the trail would either 
kill the rider from fatigue or throw 
the motorcycle over the edge. 

Once in the dirt, however. the PY 
was in its true element, Going 
through the first corner was a com- 
plete thrill. Cycle Products West's 
"Z' plate in the swingarm really 
makes the chassis correct. Front fork 
geometry was near ideal for moto- 
cross conditions. As you know from 
our previous articles, we used the 
Webco fork kit to soften some of the 
harshness of the standard spring sct- 
up. Webco's setup also includes a 
system of preventing all of the oil 
from transferring into the upper 


Test rider Tom Fiala explodes a 
berm with complete confidence. 

Surprise! The front wheel sticks 
without the typical DIT-1 washout. 


chamber during a series of bumps. 
If the oil transfers up and does not 
come back down in adequate quan- 
tities, the forks will become "free" 
and over the bars you go. High- 
speed suspension must be spot-on. 
Rear suspension by Arnaco had its 
usual superb dampening. 

Once past the first corner, we sat 
back and rode the machine for at 
least 30 minutes each before gather- 
ing around the C.Y.D.B.T. for a can 
of suds and much discussion as to the 
handling and performance of PY. 

Everyone was absolutely flabber- 
gasted at the handling. They thought 
this was the best-handling enduro/ 
cross-country machine since sliced 
bread. General opinion was that the 
power was a little too slow building 
for a super motocrosser, but ideal for 
the intent of the project. The torque 
is just right for climbing slippery 
gnarly hills. If the rider needs more 
low-speed torque, which we cannot 
imagine, the addition of the enduro 
cylinder and the enduro piston will 
put him in “hog heaven.” Check the 
August issue, page 63, test 13. 


Conťd. on page 94 
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Savvy promoters are planning to 
learn proper spelling of “MOTO- 
CROSS” soon — rumor has it. 
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By RICK SIEMAN 


Good racing 
and bad taste 


under the 


S. lights 
A 


,/ For weeks before the big event, the 


radio blared out its sing-song mes- 
sage: "DON'T MISS THE SUPER- 
BOWL OF MOTOCROSS 
THUNDER, ACTION, WATCH 
THE EURO-PEEEEENS BATTLE 
THE BOYS FROM THE USS. OF A., 
WATCH THEM HIT 85 MILES 
PER HOUR AND JUMP 
THROUGH THE AIR AND 
LAND IN BONE -CRUSHING 
JOLTS ON THE TREACHER- 
OUS GRAND TETON JUMPS, 
WATCH THEM RIDE UP THE 
WALL OF DEATH ON THE 
SIDE OF THE COLISEUM IN A 
DEATH-DEFYING DISPLAY OF 
TENDON - SNAPPING TERROR, 
COME ONE, COME ALL... ” 
And so forth. 

The local pimple-set radio station 
was a co-sponsor in the Second An- 
nual Super Bowl of Motocross, and 
they were hyping the event like a 
three-day rock festival. 

Ever heard the drag race schtick 
on the pop radio stations? You know 
the bit: “SUNDAY, SUNDAY, SUU- 
UUNNNDAAAAAAY !!! ! FUEL 
BURNING DOUBLE A DRAG 
RACERS FROM ALL OVER THE 
LAND, SUNDAY!" 

Same thing here. Only it felt very 
strange hearing this appeal used 
to advertise our sport. Everyone 
around the office felt sort of uneasy 
about the ad techniques, but sort of 
felt that if the sport was to grow, 
then we had to have some big-time 
backing and promotion. 

Adding to the uneasiness was the 
track record of the promoters. Last 
year, they claimed a large number 
of International Stars were going to 
be present. Sooooo, the faithful 
tromped off to the Coliseum to 
watch tbe furrin Suzuki riders bat- 
tle the best we had to offer. Surprise, 


tne sallacl bowl ot motocross 


surprise — none of them showed. 
Out of the advertised bundle of tal- 
ent from the Continent, only a hand- 
ful showed up. 

Some of the more conscientious 
bike magazines pointed this fact 
out (DIRT BIKE blew trumpets 
loudly about the deed), and a lot of 
people who attended the show were 
disappointed. Still, the racing was 
so fine that they almost dismissed the 
fact that they had been ripped off. 

Almost, but not quite. 

This year, the promoters (Leisure 
Tech) decided to play it a bit safer. 


Karsmakers rockets off the balcony 
trying to make up time. 


Instead of billing exactly who was, 
or was not, going to show up, they 
merely hinted in the broadest pos- 
sible terms that a whole bunch of 
them furriners were going to be in 
the fray. 

Twenty Europeans versus 20 of 
the best Americans, they claimed. 
Pretty safe bet, they figured. Invite 
every goddamn European in sight 
and at least 20 of them were bound 
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to make the party. Edging their bet 
to the nth degree, no names were 
ballyhooed on the posters and bill- 
boards and ads. Instead, the coun- 
tries were named. How can you sue a 
country for not showing up? Hey 
guys, we asked Germany to come, 
but shucks, they were busy repaint- 
ing the Berlin Wall and couldn't 
make it. 

“SEE RIDERS FROM ENG- 
LAND, GERMANY, SWEDEN, 
CZECHO, VENEZUELA,” huh? 
Venezuela? Well, two guys from 
Venezuela did show up as part of 
the Kawasaki Team. Both would 
have played hell getting a trophy 
in the 125 Novice class at Indian 
Dunes. 

Total show: Two Czechs, one 
Fin, the guys from South America. 
If we missed anyone else, we apolo- 
gize. Whoops. We had our own 
home-grown foreigners. Lars Lars- 
sen in the Support class, Rolf Tibblin 
and Pierre Karsmakers in the Big 
Class. But those guys are on their 
way to becoming American citizens 
at last report. We know, because we 
saw them eating hamburgers the 
other day and that is proof positive. 

Why does this sort of thing hap- 
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Falta attempts to bull his works CZ through the crowded second tu 


pen? How long can promoters 
play games with people's heads? Ap- 
parently forever. They hide behind 
the flimsiest of veils. We have an 
official entry, they often say. What 
they don't tell you is that the dis- 
tributors often enter a man just in 
case he might come. While this is 
not really an entry, it is interpreted 
as an intent to ride. Under AMA/ 
FIM rules, this is not legal, and 
cannot be considered an official 
entry. However, the AMA blithely 
accepts this, even though nothing 
less than the riders signature is 
considered a "must show" for posi- 
tive entry. This is a situation that is 
not even considered anywhere in 
Europe. Yet we are so hungry for the 
Europeans here in this country that 
our AMA follows along like a puppy 
dog after a bone. 

Which brings us up to the race 
itself. Enough of the "foreign dev- 
ils” were present to create drama. 
And drama is what a race like the 
Coliseum must have to succeed. If, 
in last years race, any one man 
would have run off from the field, 
this year they wouldn't have drawn 
enough people to fill a PortaCan. 

But 16-year-old Marty  Tripes 


rn. 
gave the spectators a movie finish. 
If the plot would have been in a 
racing picture, any audience would 
have groaned at the improbability. 
But Marty did indeed pull it off. 
Coming from behind in a picture fin- 
ish, he won against staggering odds. 
The fans went home sated. Good 
guy wins. Bad guys lose. The 
ranch is saved. Pull Nell off the 
tracks before the train comes round 
the bend. 

So more came this year, maybe 
40,000 wide-eyed souls, to see if 
Marty (now 17) could do it again. 
Tripes was so pumped up with 
adrenaline, that if someone touched 
him, he jumped. He must have had a 
reed-valved heart, or at least felt 
like it. 

Think ya can do it, Marty? Gon- 
na get 'em again, Marty? How's 
the course feel to you Marty? Hon- 
da runnin' strong, Marty? 

Kee-rist. It’s a wonder the kid 
didn’t explode under the pressure. 
But he didn’t explode — he respond- 
ed like only a ferocious 17-year-old 
kid can. He wanted to show everyone 
that last year was no fluke — that 
Marty was indeed the master of the 
Coliseum. 
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Feeding time at the zoo — gate drops and the pack 
blitzes off for the first turn. 


= y a Fic, Stata 
Course sprawled out over most of the Coliseum floor— 
and some of the stands. 


In practice, Falta (Czech) was 
astoundingly fast, taking lines at 
full tilt, shuddering over the con- 
tained landscape like a detached 
puppet. Seemingly fearless, he land- 
ed on the front wheel as often as 
the rear, as he hammered the works 
CZ through the choppy turns and 
banzaied off the jumps. 

Tripes, on the other hand, seemed 
smooth and not all that fast. But he 
was studying the track seriously, 
looking for lines in places where 
he knew hed run into trouble dur- 
ing the race. 

The track is so short that riders 
run into heavy traffic after a very 
few laps. Naturally, most riders take 
the groove, and on this course, there 


j E! t T tu 
Marty gets mobbed by the enthusiastic crowd — what's 
it feel like when you're only 17? 
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of his race. 


was rarely more than one natural 
groove, even on the straights. In 
order to get around people, one 
would have to go out in the nasty 
stuff to get around quickly. So Mar- 
ty studied the lines, and the alter- 
nate lines, and the sub-alternate lines 
and the pure trash lines. He knew 
where he wanted to go even if 
everything was blocked all the way 
up to the third row in the el-cheapo 
bleacher section. 

After practice, almost all of the 
riders expressed displeasure with the 
track — especially the artificial up- 
hill/downhill built on the side of 
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Member of Old Timers Club patiently waits for start 


the Coliseum bowl Even though 
it was passable at first, the surface 
deteriorated quickly and it became 
rutted and choppy. The width was 
only 10 feet 6 inches, well under the 
AMA minimum rule. Still, the crowd 
was already spilling into the seats 
and there was no stopping now. 

After some preliminary things, in- 
cluding an Old Timers event, mak- 
ing everyone shake hands with Cap- 
tain Kirk from Star Trek, mucho 
corny hyping from the announcer 
and the blast from the decked-out 
trumpetecr, the heavy-duty racing 
got under way. 


The big board above the stands 
flashed a “GO GETTEM MARTY” 
message right before the starting 
gate dropped. The International (?) 
Class revved up their 250cc engines 
and strained to get a hint from the 
gate mechanism. Blue smoke shroud- 
ed up and gave a ghostly back-lit 
haze to the hunched-over riders as 
they waited to drop the hammer . . . 
adrenaline pumped through. ner- 
vous clutch hands . . . eyelids froze 
... mouths hung open . . . WHA- 
AAAM!!! The gate slammed drunk- 
enly to the ground and the front 
wheels clambered over the steel 
pipes and rear wheels followed, get- 
ting a nervous bite on the cold 
metal . . . motors screamed as the 
riders furiously pumped at the gear- 
shift lever . . . not even hearing their 
engines, but shifting by vibration 
alone . . . some missed gears and 
slipped back instantly the 
others plummeted onward . . . to 
the first turn . . . as one, the pack 
howled down to that first tight left- 
hand turn . . . then abruptly, every- 
one chopped the throttle . . . almost 
everyone, that is . . . the shriek of 
Tripe’ Honda lasted a moment 
longer than anyone's on the track. . . 
he was back from an ideal position 

. . not set up right for the turn... 
but he wanted it... so for that frac- 
tion of time, he kept it on . . . and 
slipped by a cluster of bikes with 
no room to spare . . . then mashed 
his brakes and the Honda slowed 
and shuddered, scrubbing off speed 
. .. barely enough speed to retain 
control . . . but enough for him to 
emerge from the turn in second 
place, right behind Gary Chaplin. 

He wanted that turn so hard, so 
much, that he left the throttle on, 
come hell or destruction, and the 
move paid off. He was in superb 
position, and pushed Chaplin al- 
most immediately. Gary seemed to 
have the edge on power, and rock- 
eted out of the turns with much 
more drive than Tripes. But Tripes 
pressed deep into the turns, nudg- 
ing Gary's rear wheel with his front. 
Twenty one-incher fondling an 18- 
incher — dangerous work, but he 
was letting Gary know he was 
knocking at the door. Then, as they 
approached the King-Kong jump 
on the long front straight, Marty hit 
it tapped and actually passed Chap- 


lin in mid-air. Landing a good ten 
feet farther out than Gary, Tripes 
(Please turn page) 
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still managed to make the next tight 


turn. The crowd went absolutely Bates keeps 


MOTORCYCLE 


MECHANICS bananas, and Tripes could not help i th 
T but hear it. Instead of relaxing, he 
RAINING pushed even harder, and soon motor- you toge er 
EARNINGS ed cleanly away from Chaplin. 7 AN \ 
$7,000 - $15,000 Up came the tasteless message on á 
YEARLY the board, “BEAT THE EURO- 


PEANS” and such, followed by the 
ranting and raving of the announcer, 
stirring the masses clumsily, but 
enthusiastically. 


Home study and residence training avail- 
able on all types of motorcycles. For Infor- 
mation write: 


STUDENT DIVISION 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 5 
P.O. Box 2628 Daytona Beach, Fla. 32015 Would he break, or fall down? — 


904/255.0295 thought the crowd. But Marty kept 
WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE cool and rode methodically and 
hard. Baborovsky worked up to sec- 
ond, followed by a swift Jimmy 
Pomeroy. Moto One. TRIPES. 

In between the International mo- 
tos, they ran the 500 Support class, 
to give the 250 class a needed 


break. The entire finishing line-up 
in each moto looked like a Maico 


Q dealer's showroom floor. Maico after 

Frame Kie am Maico after Maico. At one point, the 
rove andiing, . . 

D oie x first eight bikes were 400 and 450 

simple installation radial Maicos. Somehow, through 


technique and 


er a consistent placings, Mark Blackwell 


plete with managed to place third overall. But 
pare ha the star of the Support class was 
ipie e: Bily Payne — clearly faster than Whether you ride on the street, prefer 
the Jobi the anyone else and more than fast touring, or race on or off the road, firm 
right way. enough to run well in the Interna- support of back and stomach muscles 
competition PU d tional event. However. bad luck is a must. A good riding belt provides 
"E i ^ . as de. this support. It helps reduce fatigue. 
clutched his machine (small end of it adds to aur tiding Gomfort. And, of 
the rear hub collapsed in the sec- } ai the riding belts available, a Bates 
ond moto — broken throttle cable in Riding Belt does the job best. Why? 
the final), so his name didn’t appear Our specially woven twill “gives” as 


in the final results. Payne turned | § YU Move, “breathes,” to let body heat 
escape. Vinyl belts do neither. 


third fastest time of all riders during Specially shaped leather- covered 
practice. Robert Plumb, from Salt stiffeners keep the Bates belt from 


L]YAM LT1,2,3 & MX . 19.95 


Eisuz Tm250;/ nas HYAM Aries wx 2195 | Lake, took overall honors with good bunching up around your waist like an 
meuz T8186 seare 125 mieten 3 | Consistent tides in all three motos. all-elastic belt. 
O HODAKA 100/RAT* . 29.95 DT2/3, RT2/3 . 13.95 Bv the time tl d t And there are no sharp corners to 
(HONDA XL250 . 19.95 (1YAM DT2, RT2 & MX 14.95 y ne ime ne secon moto dios 
O HONDA 1758L .... 2495 DYAM LT Sw.Arm .. . 12.95 oll j d 3 k t dig in or gouge — even the rugged 
C] HONDA 350SL K1/2 . 24.95 YAM AT/CT SwArm 835 rolled around, everyone knew that buckles have rounded edges. 
[m w.Arm ). 12.95 OYA w.Arm . i " . 
Noten wo KI pepe a Marty was going to charge that first The best products are always copied 
PLEASE SHIP MY ORDER: turn again. Some traffic slowed his —in appearance—but never equaled in 
Prepaid (Freight Paid) S... Enclosed | berserk charge down, and he exited | | quality. Look for Bates’ label in each 
COD [Credit Card No. — — : the first turn in fourth. Marty push- oed une j "e ios 
j / original, and best, riding belt. 
Name. — ——- - ed like a man possessed and reeled 
Address = Ee E ; á Pe 
City— Ste. Zip. off one Li dee ip s qose r Bates Riding Belts $8.95 7 
eventually passing the herce Czech, |, i 
3491 e. harvard phoenix. az 85008 i ; Tq 
: egeo Baborovsky. Cheers erupted from |! Send: me sels; $8195 on 2 l 
competition |: tev, hey! Mary was || me een aI 
oing to win easily, they thought — | 1 California residents add 6% ...... $ l 
9 going po He i i 
é namics then he bobbled and fell, and lost | | Add 10% insurance and shipping $ ! 
a pus of ge qc "E | ge pend 19 check c MN 
a madman, he came back quickly | | i 
enough to place second behind the I ACCESSORY HOUSE l 
other Czech Falta | Box 1770, Long Beach, California 90801 l 
È ? ay [| I 
While all of this drama was tak- ! Name ! 
ing place, Jimmy Pomeroy had been | į Street ! 
riding a hard, hard race, taking the | city State Zip i 
[ ! 


jumps higher and farther than any- O Complete Bates Catalog available for $1. 
E Enclosed free with order. DB 
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COURSE OF THE MONTH 


This is how it should be everywhere 


Spooky loft--'em-up jump is highlight: 
of Byron — riders talk about 
«legendary uM. attained for days 


ÍEMAN „BYRON RACEWAY, ILL. - 
hose people in the Chicago 
: arca are. real snivelers;. no 
two ways about it. “Hey, what a 
drag," they say, “we have to drive - 
“almost an ‘hour and.a half to get to 
fon.. Buuuumer." 
Bummer indeed: If therc was a 
i cross track, and I had the opportu- 
est. Const $ people would gladly “nity to ride there not too long ago. 
nd“a half Hpurs to get to Being more used to the dust pits of 
_ California, ‘this place was a pure joy. 
AOT eue PARK i is s the pi prop- “And get this: Entry fee was just 
ame for this. double- fine moto- a few PRSE Net like the eight. to 


ten-dollar rip-offs on many of the 
West Coast tracks. 

For this few bucks, you were al- 
lowed to ride on one of the most 
beautiful courses in the whole coun- 
try. MOTOSPORTS PARK is right 
off the main highway — you dont 
have to drive back 30 miles on a 
dirt road to get to it. And the set- 
ting is a heavily wooded area with 
a stream or two running right 
through the middle. Most of the 
time, a dust problem is totally non- 
existent. But if the merest hint of a 
puff of dust rears its head, voomba, 
out comes the homemade water 
truck to quench the offending spot. 
Its a, ah . . . different sort of a 
water truck. On the back of the 
bulldozer are several old hot water 
heaters and these have spray nozzles 
at the outlet. Result? Low-cost wa- 
tering system that can go damn near 
anywhere on the track. 

The day that we had the oppor- 
tunity to race there, it had been 
raining for almost a week before. 
Yet, they were out there discing up 
and watering the course down. Much 
of the track has a mixture of sand 
and oil, making for a substance that 


Traction varies from fine to snotty in the space 
of one turn. 


à , ; z d - wu ja ac be, MIA. 
Small’streams.intersect the course in several spots = helps keep: 
" fhe place dust:ffee and makes for splash passing tachits. ^ ae 
" b Ae PLE a 


P de 


BIG JUMP 
(HEARTSTOPPER) 


DOWN AGAIN 


COURSE MAP 
BYRON . MX 


This represents a typical course layout for Byron. They change. 
it from week to week to prevent monotony. 


DROP-OFF JUMP 


Uf ne 


UPHILL 


€ SUPER PISTONS ed 


Super Pistons have the following advantages over stock untreated pistons: 


@ 90% less friction ' € Increases engine speed 400-600 RPM's 
€ Reduces engine temperature by 10° € Adds 1-2 extra H.P. per cylinder m 
€ Increases surface hardness of skirt to 62 on the Rockwell C Scale 


Super Pistons are impregnated with Teflon®. The process" we use was developed for the aerospace industry and 
combines Teflon® with an anodizing process. The Teflon® is embedded into and becomes part of the metal. It is 
guaranteed not to crack, chip, peel, flake off or shake loose. It will not melt, burn, or deteriorate as the Teflon® is good 
for 600? F. and the piston skirt never goes above 450? F. even in the hottest two strokes. The chance of piston seizure is 
greatly reduced. An increase in H.P. & RPM as well as lower running temperatures are readily apparent whenever a 
Super Piston is installed. Super Pistons are for street or racing use and come with rings, clips and special fitting instruc- 
tions. They are available in STD, 4.020, 4.040, 4.060, & +.080 oversize. 


SUZUKI YAMAHA BULTACO KAWASAKI H-D BAJA 100 26.95 
TS-125 28.95 125 AT-1,22,3 26.95 125 28.95 125 E, F7 28.95 

i 250 31.95 350E,F9 3195 BOOS: nn 2395 
TS-185 31.95 175 CT-1,2,3 28.95 S 500 ee HUSKY 
TM-250J 31.95 250 DT-1,2,3 31.95 250 31.95 PENTON, SACHS, DKW 250 36.95 
TM-400RS 34.95 360 RT-1,2,3 34.95 380 34.95 125 28.95 400 36.95 


For a complete listing of all the Super Pistons we stock, send for our free brochure or send $1.00 for our complete catalog. 
Cylinder Boring and Honing $12.00 per hole. 


ORDER NOW by phone and you will have your piston within three days, COD. We can’t accept collect phone calls but 
we will deduct $1.00 from your order when you call it in long distance. If you are ordering by mail send a cashier's 
check, money order or certified check. Include your name and address and the piston part number. We ship all orders 
within 24 hours by air mail or UPS. We pay all postage and COD fees. ORDER NOW! 


*Not to be confused with Teflon® coatings. ®Teflon is DuPonts registered trademark for its Fluorocarbon Resins. 


Q RAND GO.. 27448 MICHIGAN AVE. © INKSTER, MICHIGAN 48141 © (313) 563-4180 
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holds moisture well, yet never hard- 
ens up into adobe. Result? Perfect 
traction over most of the track. 
MOTOSPORTS has many changes 
of elevation, making for lots of 
tricky ups and downs, bristling with 
turns at the tops and bottoms of 
hills. Some of them are off-camber 
and most become deeply rutted 
halfway through the racing program. 
A typical weekend finds the 
classes divided up, so there's never 
a hassle with overly crowded con- 
ditions. On Saturdays, they run the 
Novices and the Amateurs, then on 
Sunday the Experts and the Money 
race happens. I rode my little buns 
off in thé Open Expert class on Sun- 
day and had to settle for a sixth 
overall. I was passed everywhere on 
the course but in the Portacan. Sad. 
Have they no respect for old age? 
The start of the course is slightly 
downhill, and after the flag, the pack 
passes through a small stream that 
runs most of the year. Here, manv 
of the riders get a face full of brack- 
ish water. Savvy riders keep the old 
duckbill pointed down. Following 
the stream is a ballsy California-type 
sweeper with some tricky dips and a 
whoopdie section right after it. 


NANCY 


WORLD SPORTS PRODUCTS, 
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6V4" Rear. 


MX JERSEY 
$12.95 EA. 


MX MOUTHGUARD 
$3.95 EA. 


Then it's up in the trees, trying to 
keep the wheels out (or in?) of the 
axle-deep ruts. Downhills are chop- 
py and not too steep, but slippery in 
spots. 

After covering most of the track 
at medium speeds (second gear 
stuff) riders funnel down a long hill, 
whip around a snotty turn and head 
for The Jump. And what a jump! 
It's not one of those easy numbers; 
nossirree. It's one of those evil suck- 
ers that loft you right up in the air 
and let you hang there for an eter- 
nity. You hit the slope, go whuuump, 
get sick in the pit of your stomach 
and hang motionless for what seems 
like days. Then good old gravity 

takes command and drags the bike 
down to earth in a steep. trajectory. 

Ka-boooom. When you hit, the 
ground trembles. Spectators stand- 
ing next to the jump can feel the 
vibrations. Adding to the miseries 
is the fact that both the approach 
and the landing site are usually 
slickery wet, and you have Crash and 
Burn Landing Pad for the photog- 
graphers. 

Its a long track, and riders get 
spread out soon. Spectator-wise, vou 
couldn't ask for more. Picnic tables, 


Here's What's New At World Sports... 


Guaranteed for One (1) Year. 


Our New Unbreakable Lightweight Plastic Fenders 
BEAUTIFUL!! 


All colors available— . with just the 
comparable to any on right curves for 
the market! 4" Front efficiency 


DEALER AND DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRIES INVITED — CALL NANCY OR KATHY (412) 836-1302 


INC. e 
"TRY US.. 


HIGHLAND & WHITE STS. 
. YOU'LL LIKE US”... 


see our jersey ad this issue 


shady trees, friendly people, good 
racing. This is it — as good as it 
comes. Miss out, and youll hate 


yourself. 


HOW IT STACKS UP 

Using the famed DIRT BIKE 
MAGAZINE MX COURSE RAT- 
ING SHEET (D.B.M.M.C.R.S.) we 
find that MOTOSPORTS is a grade 
A track. They have decent parking, 
rest rooms and dust control is excep- 
tional. Races are held on time and 
trophies are given the same day. No 
pit racing was in evidence — the 
folks seem to govern themselves. 
Good manners. 

The course itself is challenging 
and interesting, and changes slightly 
occasionally. It’s plenty wide and 
safe, but could use more flagmen in 
the back sections. 

All things considered, we place 
MOTOSPORTS right at the top of 
the list. With a few minor improve- 
ments, it would bé considered the 
model track. 

You can get there by driving up 
Route 20 from Chicago to Route 72. 
Proceed North to German Church 
Road and hang a left. "Bout two miles 
down the road, you'll see the sign. @ 


UNBREAKABLE LEVERS 
ONE (1) YEAR 
GUARANTEE $2.95 PR. 


Number plates with in- 
terchangeable, snap on 
numbers. Colors: 
Plates— 

White & Yellow 
Numbers—Black 
Plates (set of 3) $4.95 
Numbers (set of 3) $1.50 


GREENSBURG, PENNA. 15601 
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TA DA, 
DA DA TA DA!!! 


results 
of the 
second 
great 
first 
annal 
dirt bile 
bench 
racing 
confesf 
And this 

is the 

good stuff? 


By the Readers 
of DIRT BIKE 


ts that time of year again. 
Our answer to the Pillsbury 
Bake-Off and the Bowling Tourna- 
ment of Champions, all rolled into 
one. Yup. This is where the readers 
get to spin their own stories in the 


DIRT BIKE 


pages of DIRT BIKE, and get paid 
for it too. 

We had a hard time picking the 
best (?) from the tremendous vol- 
ume of mail received. Many stories 
had superb parts in them, but as a 
whole, were not as all-around spiffy 
as these you see before you. Sad, 
isn’t itP 

Anyway, there’s always next year 
for the losers, and for the winners? 
Fame and fortune, no doubt. 

Oh yes, next month, we'll have the 
stories of the runners-up. 


MUDAGAIN IN MICHIGAN 


here I was — my first enduro. 

Wasn't doing too bad either— 
after three checkpoints I only had 
lost about a dozen points. 

That's when my troubles began. I 
got hung up in an old barbed wire 
fence, and after several choice words 
and several flesh wounds, I was run- 
ning about five minutes late for the 
next check. 


— Clever Idea Number One — 


I spotted my golden opportunity 
— a shortcut. There was a clear field 
ahead and a couple of bikes had rid- 
den around to the left only to have 
to turn back to the right on the other 
side of the field. 

I figured I'd outsmart them and 
cut across the field instead. 

Scratch one clever idea — it wasn't 
a field but a cleverly disguised 
swamp (curse you, Mother Nature). 
Well, I'd made it through mud plen- 
ty of times — just catch a high gear 
and keep the front light. S.O.B.! — 
I was slowing down — had to drop 
down a cog — that helped for a 
while — sure was squishy out there 
though — was still slowing — another 
downshift — too much wheelspin — 
stuck. 

“Well swallow your pride, wise 
guy, get off and push — (hey, how 
about that, it’s standing up by 
itself ).” 

I had to get it out of there. Got it 
started — put it in second for less 
wheelspin — gave it some throttle: 
and pushed. Stalled. Same thing with 
more throttle — nothing but wheel- 
spin now — durn thing was hung up 
on the skid plate and when I pushed 
I sunk in to the top of my boots. 


— Clever Idea Number Two — 
Luckily I had a 20-foot tow rope 
NOVEMBER 1973 re 
ice 00€ 


with me. I took a few inches of silver 
tape and taped the throttle open a 
little — figured about 4000 rpm 
oughta do it. I kicked it into second 
gear, tied the tow rope around the 
forks, walked ahead to a high piece 
of turf, and pulled. After a major 
pulling effort it worked — the bike 
was coming out — in fact it was com- 
ing at me! (I think 4000 rpm was too 
much.) I leaped out of the way and 
hung onto the rope so the bike 
wouldn't crash into the woods. 
Twang!!! — that turned it and almost 
broke my arms in the process. The 
crazy thing was starting to run in a 
circle with me in the middle — I was 
getting dizzy — had to stop it some- 
how. 


— Clever Idea Number Three — 

To stop my spinning around, I 
stepped on the rope until I could 
figure out what to do next. The rope 
commenced to wrap around my legs 
and I was falling! Every time I tried 
to get up it wrapped around me 
more. It kept getting closer and 
closer. The closer it got the faster it 
went. Enough of that nonsense — a 
few more revolutions and it would 
use me for a berm. 


That's right. Now you can have 
DIRT BIKE stickers printed in two 
brilliant DIRT BIKE colors of yel- 
low and black, 35” x 278". Some- 
thing to put over the dent in your 
gas tank, that hole in your garage 
or that ugly scratch in your helmet. 
Show ‘em where your head is at, 
and put the famed DIRT BIKE 
stickie in an unusual place. 


D-311 


“LUS PRODUCTS, INC. 
2732 Heritage Circle 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 


Enclosed is check or money order for: O 
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With all my strength I jerked my 
bound legs and knocked the beast 
over. Then I crawled like a worm 
and hit the kill button. 

After untangling I saw riders 
about 40 yards away from me laugh- 
ing their buns off. 

T. E. Muscott 
Lansing, Michigan 


PENTON'S FAMOUS 
REVERSE GEAR 


One Sunday afternoon I was riding 
at my favorite area. I was on a 125 
Penton, I was racing with about 20 
other riders, when soon I was ahead 
of the pack. I had about a 50-yard 
lead on everybody when I started up 
a very steep muddy hill. In second, 
the Penton finally bogged down near 
the top of the hill. I kept the revs up 
and shifted to first. At least I tried 
to shift to first. The fine Sachs gear- 
box would not go into gear no matter 
what I did! Here I was 30 feet away 
from the top of the hill and the bike 
was stuck in neutral. After losing all 
forward momentum, I started gain- 
ing backward momentum. I tried to 
use my brakes but they were useless 
since they were still wet after going 
through the mudhole. My life flashed 
before me. I knew that any second, 
20 motocrossers were going to go 
charging up the hill. I froze. By then 
I was going faster backward than I 
ever had going forward. I wish I 
could have seen the face of the guy 
on the CZ 400 when he saw me com- 
ing backward down the hill; some- 
body told me he was laughing so 
hard he forgot to avoid me. And boy 
did he ever hit me, he hit me so hard 
I almost bounced over the hill. We 
both went to the hospital. He went 
because of eye trouble, his eyes al- 
most popped out of his head when 
he saw me coming down the hill. I 
was in shock for 18 weeks. 

P.S. His front wheel felled - up 
my back. I will forever have, 3.00 
Barum imprinted in my back. 

Steve Hirsch 
Old Westbury, New York 


THE UNFRIENDLY 
FISHERMAN 
Early one Saturday morning Jim, 
Larry and I set out for a day of 
casual trail riding. Casual riding for 
Jim and me is just that, but casual 
trail riding to Larry, who lives and 
breathes motorcycles, is one-half of 
one rpm slower than W.F.O. We ar- 


rived at the riding area, which is also 
a fishing and picnic area, at about 
10 a.m. Rather than stop later in the 
day to eat, we decided to eat lunch 
then. 

Trying to eat lunch with impatient 
Larry is not easy. After snarfing two 
baloney sandwiches and guzzling a 
coke, I thought I would make a hur- 
ried visit to the portacan. As I ap- 
proached it Larry fired up his Yam- 
mie in eager anticipation of our ride. 
I pulled on the door but it seemed 
slightly stuck. (Larry’s screaming 
bike drowned out the occupant tell- 
ing me he was residing therein, and 
trying to hold the door shut with his 
hand, as the latch was missing.) I 
wound up and jerked the door hard. 
Out popped said occupant holding 
on to the door. He lay there covering 
about seven feet, three inches of 
ground and making a dent in the 
earth about the size that a 310-pound 
fisherman would likely make. 

All of the assembled fishermen, 
picnickers, wives and children were 
very amused. King Kong (said occu- 
pant) was not. Luckily, with his 
britches still around his ‘ankles, he 
wasnt too agile. Jim then suggested 


EXPERTS 


TRIUMPH SUZUKI 


of 
POMONA, CAL. 
1049 W. Mission (714) 623-4431 


EAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


Bikes * Parts * Accessories 
Catalog Available 
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Used by the U.S. CZ Racing Team 
Gives improved H.P. throughout 
the entire RPM Range 

125 EZS T D $52.95 


125 Reed, 250, 400 $57.95 


Engines by Chenda Lelck 
Rebuilding and Custom porting by a real 
expert. 25 yrs. in the CZ factory. He 
knows his stuff!! 


Also parts for 


PENTON DKW RICKMAN INDIAN 
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NEW Hydron-coated super goggles. 


We bond miracle Hydron® plastic to 
high impact Lexan® lenses. What do 
you get? Shatter resistant goggles 
that won't fog-up... because the 
Hydron® coating absorbs moisture 
before it condenses! The Hydron® 

VE coating reduces dirt and 
Aà dust accumulation, 
h^ too, actually in- 


Model 110 
Choice of three interchangeable 
molded lenses in yellow, 
green and clear. Black or 
white frame, soft lining 
and foam backed for 
snug, comfortable fit. 


Model 90 EN 
Choice of yellow, smoke ` 
or clear fog-free lenses. 
Black frame, backed with chamois 
and foam, checkered headband. 
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They're fog-free! 


creases surface hardness of the 
rugged Lexan® lens by 3096. They're 
available in three distinctive styles 
with a choice of clear and tinted wide 
angle, distortion-free lenses. 

Hydron®-coated fog-free goggles 
are priced as low as $6.95. See them 
at your favorite dealer’s now. And see 
the difference. 


| a ee 
HYDRON 
CORPORATION 


1633 Rothsville Road, Rothsville, Pa. 17573 
Telephone (717) 626-2028 


Model 70—Foam-backed black 

frame, checkered headband. 
Available with yellow, smoke or 
clear Hydron®-coated lenses. 
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this might not be too bad a time to 
do a little trail riding. As we topped 
the first hill flat out in fifth, we 
could hear two damns, one hell, and 
assorted shucks and gee whizzes 
coming from the area whence we 
came. 

Bill Seifert 

Nashville, Tennessee 


TRAIL RIDING THE 
NEW GUINEA SKIES 

In the remote jungle stations of 
Papua New Guinea in 1967 the Jap- 
anese bike boom (or any boom for 
that matter) went unnoticed, until 
the unexpected arrival of the Honda 
CT 90 agricultural bikes made the 
Australian and indigene Administra- 
tion officers drop their South Pacific 
lager stubbies (after quaffing the last 
frothy bubble). 

They ooh’ed ah’ed at all the nice 
red Honda paint, chrome, and knob- 
by-type tires of the Administration’s 
latest form of jungle transport. 

Prior to this, the only bike experi- 
ence most officers had was getting 
hernias pushing the senile BSA Ban- 
tams, complete with road tires, up 
the slippery slopes. 

Everyone wanted to have a go on 


Can I Interest You In A 


Genuine Personalized Watch? 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 


fi 2732 Heritage Circle, Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 
INDICATE STYLE: 
Bl o vesert racer MX O ENDURO O DIRT BIKE [] CHOPPER? 


Please send me ___________ watch (s). Add $1.00 each for postage and handling. Nevada res. 
add 6% sales tax. Enclosed is my check or money order for $_________. 
Allow 4 weeks delivery. 


SHIP TO: 
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Tl ; Your picture will be hand-painted 
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these little fun machines, but ima- 
gine their surprise when the left- 
hand lever turned out to be a brake! 
Yes, two brake levers and an auto- 
matic clutch by golly, and a four- 
speed box with reduction gearing to 
make it a super climber! The step 
through’s style was also one for ad- 
miring, with the single seat and huge 
luggage rack; ideal for carrying a 
full carton of 24 stubbies up the hill 
for a quick drink after work! 

But two of our fellow officers were 
missing said fun. Laka Rupa a Pa- 
puan and Tom Rickards were at an 
isolated patrol post 180 miles up 
river. 

Now this Tom was a bit of a bike 
riding lad; apparently had fled Aus- 
tralia after his G50 Matchless scram- 
bler had vibrated him off while he 
was adjusting the Amal in the wee 
hours of the morning and it had 
killed a *milkie" doing his rounds, 
disintegrated the milk cart, with 42 
dozen bottles of milk, and wounded 
the great dray horse. 

The great wheels of the Adminis- 
tration were turning, and someone 
realized the two bikes sent to Am- 
bunti were only being used to trans- 
port bloated bodies and amber liquid 


around the station. Thus the bikes 
were ordered to be sent in on the 
first available aircraft. 

We eventually found a “Caribu” 
which could take the bikes out to 
the coast. At the same time Laka and 
Tom arrived, bearded and wild-eyed 
after six months up river, and were 
keen to be off immediately. It was 
common practice in those days to 
hitch a ride in the cargo planes, sit- 
ting or lying on the drums or boxes 
in the fuselage. The Caribu is a large 
twin-engined aircraft with a rear 
facing loading ramp always left open 
in the hot tropics. 

Tom sat on one of the CT 90s in- 
stead of on the floor. He checked it 
over quickly and as they started 
down the strip he fired the throbbing 
90 up. Naturally, the bike was left in 
low ratio because the station staff 
had never gone over 10 miles an 
hour for fear of damaging their 
stubbies on the rear, and naturally 
none had used the hand operated 
brakes. Tom was telling Laka over 
the roar of the engines about what 
they would do in Wewak, the costal 
headquarters, as he brought the revs 
up to... oh eight and a half thou 
and pulled in the “clutch.” The cable 


had long since rusted, as all things 
do in the jungle, so it just felt a little 
stiff to Tom, he not knowing both 
levers were brakes. Unfortunately, 
the bike was in third gear, low ratio, 
as it was easier to just leave it there 
all the time, saved mucking around 
with the gears. Tom leaned back (on 
the rear wheel doing about eight 
and a half grand), hit the floor, and 
the Honda leapt off the centerstand 
(that automatic clutch fools lots of 
people, even old pros) and mono- 
wheeled straight past Laka, up the 
open ramp and out the rear of the 
flying Caribu! 

Now, we were all standing there 
bidding a tearful farewell; (a) be- 
cause our fellow officer was going to 
his well deserved rest, and (b) after 
using the CT 90s to carry cartons up 
the hill we had all put on two stone 
and were fearful of having to walk 
and carry the cartons again. 

Our glum, slack mouths turned to 
gaping in wonder at the sudden 
sight of Tom and the 90 silhouetted 
against the Sepik sky. 

As luck would have it, the Caribu 
was only 30 feet up when Tom rode 
out, and as the strip finishes at the 
Sepik, it was onto its silty waters 


Out in Front at the Start — 
Out in Front at the Finish 


THIS IS THE NEW COOPER 5-SPEED 250cc MOTOCROSSER 
Lightweight, Powerful, with Superb Handling 
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APACHE LIMITED 
6422 San Fernando Road 


Made in Mexico 
by MOTO ISLO 
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Glendale, Ca. 91201 e 213/246-8241 
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HANDLING FEATURES: 
Absolute superiority in control and handling. 
The Coopers go straight in the rough and steady 
in the corners. 
The stable, soft ride is due to the excellent 
frame and fork geometry and the balanced hy- 
draulic dampening between the front forks and 
the rear shocks. 

PERFORMANCE: 
Fantastic acceleration with super wide torque, 
all the way to 8000 RPM. 
The strong flexible power, along with heavy 
flywheels, assures traction through mud and 
climbing steep hills, and this also keeps steady 
pulling through the corners and jump ahead 


action while shifting gears. This is true for Moto 
Cross and Enduros. 


MITSUBISHI INTERNATIONAL CORP. 
277 Park Avenue 


North Central: New York, N.Y. 10017 • 212/922-3700 
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ack 
Fast T! Cool Job! 


* TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


Motorcycle 
Mechanic 


If you like to 
ride a cycle 
for fun... learn how to fix 

it for profit! Can you imagine a better way to 
earn your living? And to make it even better, the 
pay is great—whether you choose to work ina 
cycle shop for someone else or decide to start 
your own cycle repair business. 

Now, thanks to Spartan, there’s a fast, easy way 
to get the training you need...at home in your 
spare time. No need to quit school or your job. 
Experts show you step- by-step everything from 
minor tune-ups to major overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
... AND SO IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 3 million cycles registered 
in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 3 million 
more dirt bikes, But, there are fewer than 10,000 
motorcycle mechanics available to repair them. 
(Imagine only one mechanic for every 600 motor- 
cycles!) No wonder career opportunities are so 
great...and getting better every day. The door 
is open to you now. Rush coupon for FREE 
"Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit." 


A o0pO DUK 
AC 9000000 
Tools and Test instrumenta I 


now. Send for . now or ever 


cost or obligation. . ae 
=" You'll Be the Center of 
, Attraction in Your Circle of Friends . . . 
$Ù Be the envy of friends & neighbors 
E as they flock around to watch you 
tear down and tune-up all kinds 
of motorcycles. And just think of 
. the satisfaction in knowing you've 
got the best performing bike in 
town. Plus, you can make extra 
a, : dollars fixing motorcycles for 
a your friends and neighbors. 

SEND FOR FREE CAREER KIT 

Get all the facts now... with- 
out obligation. Be the first in 
your neighborhood to cash in 
on the big demand for motor- / 
cycle mechanics. Accredited 


Member, National Home Study Council i 
Mail Coupon Now! 


1 SPARTAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR, Dept. 31958 
I 4500 Campus Dr., Newport Beach, CA 92663 
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l 
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Į become an expert Motorcycle Mechanic. 
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that Tom and the Honda skimmed at 
about 80 knots. One skim and the 
bike vanished in brown spray. Tom, 
old army hat still on his head, com- 
pleted a half pike in reverse before 
joining the 90 in the crocodile-in- 
fested waters. 

Kel Wearne 

Doncaster, Australia 


TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS 

Like most dirt riders, I am above 
telling a lie! The incident I am about 
to relate to you is a truism. 

This past February I purchased 
a lovely, new, 247 Montesa Cota. 
Naturally, with my great love for the 
Cota, I introduced it to everything 
in the garage. At the time, I thought 
it only my imagination that I heard 
a sigh of admiration from my Crafts- 
man lawn mower. 

Today, before leaving for work, my 
wife gave me the order of the day: 
“When you get home from work, stay 
away from the bike and cut the grass. 
It looks so bad the neighbors will 
start talking." 

Home from work, I immediately 
set about to cut the grass. Good old 
mower, she always starts, hot or cold, 
with one pull. ( Wish I could say that 
about the Cota.) I got the r's up just 
right, and BLA! Outa' gas. A quick 
trip to the gas can in the garage will 
fix that! Alas, the can was empty. 
My wife had just left with the car, 
and the gas station is half a mile 
away. Woe is me! But then I hap- 
pened to notice my can of pre-mix 
on the bike trailer. Should I dare? 
Why not? Nuthin' can stop me and 
my mower! So, I topped 'er off. 

One pull on the ol’ starter and the 
unbelievable happened! My lawn 
mower jumped over the back yard 
fence and commenced to ride over 
the picnic table, swing set, play- 
house and every other obstacle in 
my yard! Adding to my surprise, the 
lawn sweeper ran out of the garage 
and began to score the lawn mower 
in the traps! 

Reese Sutton 
Wyandotte, Michigan 


THE GREAT 
HILL-CLIMBING HONDA 
It all started at the annual Widow- 
maker Hillclimb where my friends 
and I on the Howling Puckerbush 
Memorial Racing Team competed on 
the fantastic 1000-foot hill. 

They, of course, were not appre- 
ciative when I told them that the 


reason I had not distinguished my- 
self was because I was used to the 
steeper and considerably more rigor- 
ous hills near my home on the in- 
famous Wasatch Pipeline. In fact, 
they fell right down on the ground 
and howled with laughter. They kept 
on laughing no matter how much I 
protested until I mentioned THE 
CLIFF. That stopped them. 

Now everybody has heard of THE 
CLIFF. There are rumors that noth- 
ing has ever been to the top — that 
it's one of the few unexplored spots 
on earth. In telling the story I must 
admit that I stretched the truth a bit 
by telling them that I climbed it 
every few days on my Honda 350 
just to keep in practice. Well, there 
they went again laughing and sput- 
tering and falling on the ground. But 
I kept my cool and offered up a small 
wager. "One hundred dollars," says 
I, “that I go straight to the top on 
my good old Honda.” "You're on,” 
says they, and we made the date for 
the next Saturday. 

I figured that since I'd never even 
seen this here CLIFF hill I should 
probably do a little preparation. So 
I trotted on down to Ed's Speed Shop 
and Hound Dog Breedin' Yards and 
asked for the hot setup for serious 
hillclimbing. Old Ed, he came right 
out with a trick cam and sprocket 
that he says came out of the hottest 
Triumph 200 Tiger Cub that ever 
climbed a hill. Naturally I ran right 
home, missing yet another day of 
work, to go right to work on my 
beautiful Honda. 

Now, I should tell you about my 
good old Honda 350. She's a real 
hillelimber. All tricked out, as it 
were. I had already taken off one of 
the mirrors and both of the turn 
signals. 

Now that I was going in for the 
serious stuff (off the pavement) I 
decided to go all the way. First of 
all, because the Honda is slightly 
overweight, I took off the little 
Honda name and wings insignia. 
Then I decided to really lighten her 
up. I started by drilling holes in 
everything just like I had seen in 
that new dirt mag. I even went them 
one better and drilled out things they 
had forgotten; handlebars, frame, 
rims, forks. All punched out like a 
motorcycle-shaped Swiss cheese. I 
even took some padding out of the 
seat. Well, needless to say, that took 
the weight right down. Under 200 
pounds, as the scooter ads say. It 
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actually weighed 417 pounds dry 
according to my bathroom scale. It 
was now time for the trick cam and 
sprocket. Unfortunately, I couldnt 
see any place to stick the cam so I 
just wired it under the seat in case 
I needed it on the trails. However, 
the sprocket fit just fine. I took off 
the old 23-tooth number and wired 
the new 212-toother right to the 
spokes. I'd show those guys a few 
things about hillclimbing. 

That Saturday I was up early. 
threw my trick $5.95 helmet "a 
K-Mart into the truck and was ready 
to shove off for the infamous Pipe- 
line. That is, as soon as I rounded up 
four or five husky neighbor guys to 
help push the Honda into the truck. 

We all arrived at the trail which 
provides entrance to the Pipeline 
motorcycle trail at about the same 
time. I was disappointed to see that 
the other guys had brought along 
their giggly girl friends. Not to men- 
tion their friends on scooters who 
were all pointing at me and saying 
things like “is that the nut” and so 
forth. We all started up the trail with 
me following discreetly behind fak- 
ing bike trouble. Not that I needed 
excuses, I just didn't know the way 
to this hill that I'd said I climbed 
every few days. Let me tell you that 
when we came to that hill I would 
have rather been in Philadelphia. Or 
anywhere. I mean that it really was 
a clif! I was desperately trying to 
remember how to fake some horrible 
disease that would get me out of 
this. I was having no trouble faking 
dysentery but I knew they wouldn't 
let me off the hook for that. 

The others soon had their blankets 
spread out and their picnic lunches 
ready. Then they started to get rest- 
less. I knew it was either give it a 
try or go down in disgrace, losing my 
hundred dollars which I didn't have 
anyway. I realized it was time to 
institute contingency Plan A (as they 
say on the tube). I smoothly begged 
bladder problems and pushed my 
bike behind a nearby tree. I just 
happened to have some of my secret 
20 to 1 to 1 mix in a Clorox bottle 
taped to my front forks. Thats 20 
parts nitro to make it go fast, one 
part Blenzall Gold to cool it down 
and one part pump gas to make it 
smell like gasoline. I poured this 
nifty sauce in the tank and was ready 
to go. I figured I didn't need to rejet 
since we were already at over 600 
feet altitude and I would probably 
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be running rich anyhow. Besides, 
THE CLIFF was over 2000 feet 
high. Plenty rich up there, I thought! 

Finally, I pushed my Honda to 
the base of the hill, took a deep 
breath and looked up. It was then 
that I knew I needed a Plan B. 
Namely leaving. Just as I was about 
to make a run for home I remem- 
bered my starting ritual. 

It now occurred to me that if I 
kicked it 40 or 50 times with the key 
off it would probably never start 
again and I would never have to see 
this hill again. Here we go. Key off, 
gas on, choke on full and kick it 
through hard. Well, to make a scary 
story even scarier, the damn thing 
took off up the hill on the first kick. 
With the key off! The thing was a 
regular diesel firing away like a ma- 
chine gun on its own heat. I guess I 
overdid it a bit with the nitro. My 
Honda was flying up that hill on the 
rear wheel while I did the white 
knuckle thing, my legs flopping 
around like a rag in a strong wind. 
About halfway up, the bike hit a big 
rock, turned around, and headed 
back down at about a thousand miles 
per. You should have seen my friends 
scatter. Beer cans and picnic lunches 
were flying everywhere. Luckily, I 
hit another rock and headed back up 
the hill. About the time I went over 
the top, the Honda expired, the pis- 
tons now a permanent part of the 
cylinders. I got off the poor thing 
and lay down on the ground realiz- 
ing that there really was a heaven 
and I was there. After hugging the 
ground for a good while, I realized 
that I had really done it. I had 
climbed the hill! I was just about to 
start dancing the jig when I realized 
I was in trouble. Now, although my 
Honda is a great hillclimber, there 
is one thing she won't do. That's go 
down a hill. Even going down a slight 
grade it tends to swap ends with 
the front wheel searching around for 
any ruts or rocks that might happen 
to be nearby. In short, there was no 
way I was going to get down off that 
hill. 

So I'm writing this letter from the 
top of that hill. Some mountain 
climbing friends bring me up food 
and water. They also take down the 
empty cans and stuff because the 
BLM and the EPA are circling in 
their helicopters trying to give me 
a ticket if I accidentally pollute. 

Killgore Trout 
Salt Lake City, Utah @ 
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By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


Somewhere in this issue, you'll 
find a story/report on the Coliseum 
race. If you look close. Anyway, at 
the Super Bowl of Motocross, we 
talked to an amazing person, Jim 
Pomeroy. He put on a dazzling riding 
performance at the circus-like event, 
placing second to Marty Tripes. 
Both beat several Europeans in the 
process. 

But beating International riders 
is no big thing for Jimmy. At the 
very first 250 Grand Prix this year 
(Spain), Pomeroy won a first over- 
all. Not only was he the first Ameri- 
can to ever accomplish this feat, but 
this was his first attempt at racing 
in a Grand Prix. 

Many called it a fluke, but he 
quickly backed up his ride, in weeks 
to come, with very high placings in 
almost every event he entered. He 
is high in the World Point standings 
as of this writing, and wants to go 
higher. 

Jim stopped by the spacious DB 
offices with Tom Patton from Bul- 
taco and spent some time with us. 
His account of the victory, we feel, 
gives a tremendous insight into what 
a real racer is made of. As the Coli- 
seum was fresh in his mind, we 
asked: 

DB: Jim, what did the American 
riders feel like — you talked to 
some of them, I’m sure — when only 
three Europeans showed. Were you 
guys a little upset or... ? 

JP: Well, I knew that a lot of 
them weren't coming from Europe 
and stuff, and—I don't know . . . all 
the Americans—they just didn't know 
what to think. They thought they 
were going to come over, maybe not 
for the first race in Salt Lake, but 
they were going to come over for the 
next one. Now they're just saying 
they're maybe not coming. It's hard 
for them to come over. 

DB: Was there anybody commu- 
nicating with Falta, Baborovsky or 
Mikkola at the race? Did anybody 
get their feelings or attitudes? 

JP: You can talk with Mikkola. He 
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INTERVIEW 


POMEROY! 


I was behind him and 
he took the inside 
line, and I took the 
outside line. I just 
went right around 
him. 
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Jim Pomeroy at the Coliseum traveled 
higher and. farther off the big jump 
than anyone else. 
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does good one day, then he'll like 
the track. But if he doesn’t do too 
good, he doesn't like it. You can't 
change his mind. 

DB: What do you think of him 
as a rider? 

JP: A tough, strong rider. 

DB: He doesnt lodik like he has 
a tremendous amount of skill com- 
pared to the other top riders, but . . . 

JP: He's strong and he's just fast. 
I mean, he’s . . . he's not really 
trickv as far as outsmarting a lot of 
riders, but he's got the background 
and experience and all the things 
down just pat, so when he goes 
down to the race, he just knows 
whats going to happen. He's smart 
enough to know if he's going to 
outdo you or not and as far as 
crashing, he knows his limit. Where 
myself, and other riders, we don't 
know what our limit is. 

DB: Everybody's talking about 
the Spanish GP and at the risk of 
boring you one more time, could you 
describe to us what happened in the 
GPP 

JP: We got there, in Spain, about 
a week and a half before the Grand 
Prix . . . and went to the factory. 
My bikes weren't finished. They 
weren't done! I was getting so ner- 
vous and sick and everything 'cause 
I couldn't believe it. My bikes 
weren't finished. Some English rid- 
ers, Vic Allen, Malcolm Davis and 
some other dudes, were there at the 
factory (and some French riders) 
and helped get the bikes done. Fri- 
day afternoon "bout one o'clock we 
finished and the practice started at 
four. So we got the bikes done, just 
took them right straight to the track. 
Pitted and everything and put on our 
leathers and went out for practice. 
And, like nobody was expecting 
anything from me. Went out there 
for the first practice, a half-hour 
practice . . . and got "bout the 15th 
fastest time. They were timing a lot 
of guys, and I was going pretty fast. 
But, I was supposedly the fastest 
Bultaco rider out there, by maybe 
a 10th of a second or so just right 
then. It was the first time I was on 
the track and my bikes were brand- 
new, and I didn’t know what it felt 
like or anything. I went out for the 
second practice and that’s when I 
got my tires and things sorted out. 
I had a 450 Metzeler on the back, 
and a 300/320 Barum on the front. 
Saturday I had one practice at 1:00 
for a half hour. I went out and did 
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a little bit better, and was a couple 
of seconds faster that day than the 
previous day. 

DB: A couple seconds faster? 

JP: Yeah. And then I went out for 
the timing. It seemed like it took all 
day. They have you all go out and 
they have these timing things where 
they show your number. Your time 
determines your position for the 
start. They just put out great big 
numbers, just great big square boxes, 
so you can't miss it. It's right going 
into a sharp corner. And you can see 
it going down the straightaway. It 
shows your number, and they're 
going to time you for two laps, so 
you've got two laps to go fast. They 
take the fastest of the two. So if 
you cross one you've got the other 
lap to go. I was the last one that 
they put up on the board. I 
couldn't believe it, just the very 
last one, and I thought I was just 
going slower, and slower. Finally I 
finished and they told me I had the 
second fastest time. And this was 
at the end of the day. 

DB: Was Sefior Bulto there? 

JP: No. Señor Bulto wasn't there. 
He didn’t go into practice or any- 
thing. No one was really enthused 
so far. I was an American dude, you 
know. A punk kid. 

DB: How was your bike? 

JP: The bike had good low end, 
good mid-range and good top end. 

DB: How did you compare the 
powerband power characteristics to 
a stock motorcycle? Like a CZ, like 
a Maico... ? 

JP: Like, I rode standard 250s, 
Bultaco, and went out there and 
practiced. Power range was really 
similar, just had more horsepower. 

DB: Mumble. 

JP: Yeah, it was really similar. 
The difference, I felt, was the han- 
dling. It was lighter, and it just 
changed a lot of the handling. It 
was harder to ride because it had 
more power, and it was lighter, and 
it would jump around harder. It 
took me a long time before I could 
get on to it. 

DB: What were you runnin’ for 
suspension? 

JP: Standard front end. 

DB: And what about the rear? 

JP: I had to dig up some new 
Betors that worked. It’s a smaller 
shock, and each shock is a pound 
lighter than the standard shock. It’s 
the best shock that I’ve ever used, but 
they don’t last. But the new Betors 
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are a little bit better and might be 
standard next year. If we get ’em so 
they don’t blow up. 

DB: Did anybody tell the factory 
about second best practice time? 

JP: We found out that night that 
I had second best and they were all 
acting crazy, they were just feeling 
great and stuff, “that’s possible you 
can win this sucker!” The dudes 
just couldn’t even believe it; they're 
just freakin’ out. They were just 
jumping up and down and singing, 
and workin’ and this and that. The 
next day, we went down to the 
race. I was all stoked and every- 
body else was too. We were walkin’ 
around the pits and all the riders 
were kind of quiet. Gaston Rahier 
and all these guys came up and said, 
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Na, na, It can’t be true, I think the 
clock’s wrong. And they’re just say- 
ing, “Really, Jim, you didn’t really 
go that fast! Now, really, you just 
can't do it, you're an American, this 
is your first Grand Prix and no 
other American's ever done it, and 
you're only 20 years old, you can't 
do that." And I'm going, “Maybe 
youre right; maybe it's all wrong." 
And I figured, well, shoot, I go 
out there, and I get second starting 
position, I'll just try and gas it as 
much as I can. 

DB: What was the course like? 

JP: The ground was similar to 
Carlsbad, kind of, not the same, 
though. Yeah, It's kind of like Cali- 
fomia, a lot longer, took 2 min- 
utes — 57 seconds. 

DB: Two-mile course? 

JP: Yeah. Anyway, they lined 
you up first of all, and you get up 
there and you see all these people. 
All you see is people, you don't even 
see the ground. It's kind of a boss 
feeling, 'cause you know your're at 
The Thing. And that's when you start 
gettin’ nervous. I started gettin’ ner- 
vous really bad. Before I was ner- 
vous, but not so bad. And I thought I 
was freakin' out halfway, and I had 
some time to kill, about half the bikes 
had got on the line, and right then, 
I just concentrated. I just looked at 
the gate and I was revving it up 
and I had to wait another 30 sec- 
onds before the gate would even 
drop. I was so nervous that I just 
said, OK, concentrate. And I con- 
centrated. I got third off the line, 
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and went into the first corner. Went 
into the second corner and passed 
Mikkola, and just went by him. 

DB: Why did vou pass Mikkola? 
( Laughter) 

JP: I dont know, that was so 
weird. It was just really strange. I 
was behind him, and he took the 
inside line, and I took the outside 
line. And I followed just like I'd 
been practicing, and I just went 
rght around him. He had a lot of 
bumps and stuff, too, but that's 
where he goes. Just motored on by, 
and that's second place. Check it 
out and just don't even look back. 
Just too nervous and tense. Don't 
even look back — go up the hill. Up 
the hill, this long sweeper thing. 

I almost ran into the back of Hak- 
kan Andersson. Just inches away 
from runnin’ in the back of him and 
his tire, and I was going too fast, and 
I went, "Wow" and almost ran over 
him. I was going down the hill and 
I slowed down some around the cor- 
ner and went up the hill behind him 
and wasn't going very fast then, and 
went up another corner still on his 
tail. Around the next hill, I went 
way up high on the edge of the cor- 
ner and he was down low. And he 
was way over here, and I was up 
here. All of a sudden I was beside 
him, then I’m around the comer 
and going down the hill and I'm say- 
ing, "Where is he?" I passed him, 
and I didn’t know it! And then I'm 
going, “Wait a minute.” I was about 
ready to look back, and I said, “No,” 
I can’t check it out, you just got to 
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keep cool. Don't look back; you 
never look back at a race. That was 
a big fault of mine last year. So I 
concentrate, and do everything 
right. Don’t even look back, don’t 
look at any spectators, don’t look 
anywhere, only look at Rubio. (ED: 
team manager) First time I go 
around, Rubio’s just jumpin’ up and 
yelling, and he can’t believe it and 
he’s giving me the gas sign, and 
just telling me to gas it. Unbeliev- 
able, you know, it’s like . . . wow! 

DB: Do you think of 40 minutes 
yet? I mean, you know, you've got a 
long way to, man, you could get 
burned out early. 

JP: Naw, I figured on takin' the 
pace. But it was a faster pace than 
I'd ever taken so far. It was in fact 
four seconds faster from the fastest 
time in the day. I just kept on going, 
and about the third or fourth lap, I 
finally cooled down and I wasn’t so 
nervous any more. I wasn't tense 
at all, I was loose, and just keepin' 
the gas on. About ten minutes left 
to go and right then I’m thinkin’ it 
can't happen. No possible way. I'm 
going to break down, I'm going to 
crash, something's going to happen. 
I just can't, a dogs going to run 
out in front of me! Crash; just some- 
thing's going to happen. Things are 
just going through my head. Million 
things. Handlebars are going to 
break, wheels are going to break, 
Ill get a flat tire, something's going 
to happen. The chain's going to 
break. And I start missing gears and 
gettin’ nervous, and tense. I got 
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about a 15-second lead on him. He 
caught up to about an eight-second 
lead. I only had an eight-second 
lead, just about a straight away 
thing around the corner. He was 
really catching me fast, and he 
was just movin’ and movin’, really 
catchin’ me. Hans Maisch is right be- 
hind me now, and I was gettin’ 
nervous. I didn’t want to look back 
and finally I just said OK, cool it, and 
I didn’t look back any more. I looked 
straight ahead, and made positive 
shifts. I still missed a couple, but I 
just tried to make ’em as positive as 
possible. Didn’t look around at any- 
body or anything, and I finally got the 
pace back. And I pulled on it again, 
and got it back to about 12 seconds. 
I finally finished. And when I finished 
I did the big wheelie thing and gave 
them the peace sign. That was just 
(laughter), you know, I had to do 
that! I stopped the engine, just 
heard people roaring! I was looking 
out at the people and they had their 
arms up. It was just somethin’ else! 
Pulled into the pit and just millions 
of people mobbed in. 

DB: Did Sefior Bulto come up to 
you after that? 

JP: He couldn’t even believe it. 
That’s the first time his bike had won 
the race, you know. In Spain, too, so 
he was just really happy, he was just 


... He just came up to me... 
"Thank you, thank you, thank you 
very much." Then for the second 
race I just was gettin' even more ner- 
vous, because I figured I did it this 
time, I have to do it another time. 
And I did the same stupid thing, get- 
tin' on the line, and put it in gear 
too soon. I was usin’ an aluminum 
clutch, and its not very good at 
waiting. The plates get hot and 
warp, and just don't work right, and 
I was jumpin’ and slippin’ in the 
last motto. It wasn’t going up the 
hills right. I got off the line about 
seventh or so on the second moto. 
And about three laps later I was 
in third. And Torlief Hansen was 
ahead of me, fightin' it out with the 
Russian on a KTM. Torlief was on 
Kawasaki. Torlief was just going 
wide open, so he was completely in 
tank-slappers all the time and about 
100 feet ahead of me. I’m saying, 
"Keep it cool, stay right here, there's 
going to be an endo. I’m going to 
be in the lead and just motor on 
away." Just trying to play it cool and 
smart. And while I was doing this I 
was watching too much, and I hit a 
little clump of dirt going into a cor- 
ner, and my front end just went out, 
and I fell down! And I had to re- 


start it and take off and was about 
eighth again, or so. And I caught up 


to fourth, and then was following 
Maisch, and I caught up to where I 
was about four seconds behind him. 
Now he was just there within reach 
and grab, and there was one lap left 
to go. Rubio just put out the sign 
"finish," and Tve got it won. Just 
the week before, at the Grand Prix in 
France, Wollsink and Bauer did the 
same thing. And Wollsink won be- 
cause it was the Grand Prix points 
system. So he won overall. So like he 
says—Finish. I'm going all right, and 
there is nobody behind me. And I 
just go around that sucker, and I'm 
puttin’ and everybody's going by. 
I just added on another eight or nine 
seconds and he beat me by some- 
thing like six seconds combining the 
two motos together. Otherwise, if I 
would have stayed just the same 
speed with him, four seconds, I 
would have had it by time, also. 
That's why they did it. 

DB: Was there any controversy 
right after the race? 

JP: No, there wasn't. We didn't 
hear about it till a week or so later. 

DB: How did the controversy 
start? Because we heard two dif- 
ferent stories here. 

JP: It was kind of strange. After 
the race, everybody was congratu- 
lating me, I'd won, and everything, 

Cont'd. on age 99 


SuperVision by Scott 


Scott U.S.A., a leader in performance ski goggles, now introduces its new 
Motorcycle Goggles. These uniquely designed goggles are now available after 
extensive research and development in motocross and desert competition, 
including the Mint 400 (Ist place), the Baja 500 (Ist place) and the International 


Six-Day Trials. 


O All models'feature the Scott extra wide RED, WHITE and BLUE STRAP. 


O Controlled atmosphere vent foam gestit reduces dust penetration and 


foggin 


ng. 

Ll Optional Polaroid lens reduces glare 
and dust particle reflections which 
gives clearer definition of terrain. 

O Optional face shield gives added 
protection to nose and cheek areas. 


SCOTT USA 
P.O. Box 187, 
Sun Valley, Idaho 83353 


82 


DIRT BIKE 


“THE SOLEFULL ITALIAN” 


. by Munari, the world’s best ski boot manufacturer. SNUG FITTING 
FULLY ATTACHED "Available in both Motocross and I.S.D.T. soles. ALL WEATHER CUFF 


WITH FOAM FILLING 
FOAM PADDED FRONT 


T0 RACE PROVEN 
BUCKLES 


HEAT RESISTANT AND EM IU 
WATER 
REPELLANT FINISH 


1 DUAL REINFORCED 
— BUCKLE 
SUPPORT 
EXCLUSIVE MOLDED 
PLASTIC INSTEP & SHIN 


PROTECTOR 
TOP GRADE 
SKI BOOT 
FOAM FILLED FEATHER BEST ANKLE PROTECTOR 


FOR PERFECT OF ANY BOOT 
FIT FROM DAY 


ONE. MINIMAL BREAK IN 


STITCHED INSERT 
ENGINEERING | FOR FORWARD 
THERMOPLASTIC mun FLEX 
TOE GUARD o 
SKI TYPE 
HEEL HUGGER 


STEEL 


KICK PLATE DOUBLE PLY SOLE 


FOR EASIER 
-— . RE-SOLING 


— DISTRIBUTORS — 


WHEELSPORT DISTRIBUTING CO. 
2053 Northwest py wir Oregon 97209 
BUILT-IN ARCH 2. 

DEBENHAM IMPORTS 
SUPPORT PLUS Rt. 1, Box 211, Antioch, IL 60002 


(312) 395-2100 
STAINLESS STEEL PANTHER PRODUCTS 


5665 So. State St., Murray, UT 84107 
SHANK (801) 266-8231 


A & P INDUSTRIES 
8803 Almeda Genoa, Houston, TX 77034 
" LI (713) 946- 3004 


LIMAC INC. 
6678 Civic Center Dr., Southfield, MI 48076 
(313) 353-0388 
JACWAL CORP. 
6337 Manchester Blvd., Buena Park, CA 90620 
(714) 523-7660 
COLOMBO INDUSTRIES 
1970 Newport Blvd., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
(714) 646-2270 
MID-AMERICAN DISTRIBUTING 
865 Hazel St., Akron, OH 44305 
(216) 253-9133 
SULLIVAN BROS. 
178 Reed St., Hanson, MA 02341 


NOVEMBER 1973 l (617) 293-9430 


DOUBLE STRENGTH 
STITCHING 


724-C James St., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 (714) 642-1347 


Northeast Warehouse: 37 Industrial Dr., 
Grenier Industrial Village, Londonderry, 
New Hampshire 03053 (603) 669-2292 


83 


84 


Rider gets to look at a fine resettable odometer, useless 
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to go. 
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Dear Siochiro: 

Please excuse the rather informal 
greeting; although we've never had 
the pleasure of personally meeting 
you, we feel as if we've known you 
a long time. After all, most folks 
agree youve made motoreycling 
what it is today. 

Even dirt bikes. Although your il- 
lustrious company has never built a 
full-blooded dirt bike until early this 
year, we've all spent some time on 
your old 305 Scrambler. A dirt bike 
it wasn’t — at least not by today’s 
standards — but heck, we rode those 
tanks in the dirt anyway and never 


wasted any time fixing them. 

In the following years, it always 
puzzled us how you let Yamaha, 
then Suzuki and Kawasaki, get away 
with their wildly successful “en- 
duro” bikes, only to answer with 
more four-strokes like the SL-125 
and XL-250. “I will never build 
noisy, dirty two-stroke,” you were 
quoted as saying. 

Of course, your company got to be 
so big you soon began to lose touch 
with the innermost workings. Some- 
how, we wouldn't doubt it if you ac- 
cidentally okayed a memo that said, 
"Let me build the finest production 


A letter to an old friend 


motocrosser in the world. Itll be a 
two-stroke. (signed) Sato." Tust 
scribbled your initials and put it in 
the out-basket. 

just kidding, of course, but can 
you imagine the consternation when 
the builder of a line of rather bland, 
unexciting dirt bikes hits the market 
with some production motocrossers 
that set the bulk of the competition 
back two years. Well done, Mr. 
Honda. 

Maybe not two years. Yamaha, 
Kawasaki, Suzuki, CZ, Ossa and 
Lord-knows-who-else are following 
with an astonishing game of "Can 
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Air is drawn from under seat, and access to tools and 
air cleaner is very good. 


You Top This?” — month in and 
month out. Motocross riders in these 
United States are running in and out 
of dealers’ showrooms like Keystone 
Kops, only their fists are wrapped 
around wads of money instead of 
billy clubs. 

Unfortunately, while the manufac- 
turers are titillating the Jofa set with 
these exciting new wares, the enduro : 
market is getting none of the action. 

The enduro market is a funny one 
until you begin to understand what 
an enduro bike is supposed to be. For 
a long time, everyone thought of 
this type of machine as a “dual-pur- ` 


pose" bike — a bike that can be rid- . 
4$ den to the A&P on Wednesday and ; 
#2 over trails on Saturday. They have a : 
full bank of running lights, funny 
tires, and usually weigh 40 pounds 
too much. Foo-foo bikes, we call 'em. 
Siochiro, youre probably asking ; 
; why we make fun of these bikes. Z 
Sheer ornery-ness, for one reason. 
«X. Another is that these bikes are sold 
! as "enduro" bikes, and are often ac- 
companied by brochures and ads 
showing riders doing wheelies and 
slides and other tricks that are down- 
right dangerous on the bikes in ques- 
tion. Finally, foo-foo bikes are sel- 
dom putt-putted on trails; they are M 
purchased by budget bikers who, 
like most non-budget bikers, want to ~, 
go places in a big hurry. If you could ,, 
$^ read a sampling of a day's mail here ` 
at DIRT BIKE, you'd read, say, 50 
letters from fellow dirt bikers want- 
ing advice on forks, shock absorbers, 
and frame modifications to make 
, their bikes handle better. Some of 
these letters are written with the one 
* - good hand — if they were not dic- 
tated altogether. 
What we're getting at, Siochiro, is 
this: true enduro bikes are basically 
motocrossers with lights. You add a 


* ^ 
* - 5 
p : 


* Ld ^ 


With the long, long Elsinore chassis and pokey motor, `“ * 
the MT-250's front end wants to wash out. L Oe d 
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spark arrestor and more muflling, 
which will also knock the top off the 
powerband and put more at the bot- 
tom, for more tractability and relia- 
bility. Then you add a skid plate, 
brush cables and other odds and ends 
to make it ready for the woods. 

But you need that basic motocross 
package — optimum handling and 
minimum weight — because if any- 
one needs good handling, an enduro 
rider does — more so than the moto- 
cross rider. A motocross rider knows 
what's at the bottom of every jump, 
what's around every corner. An en- 
duro rider has to get himself in lots 
of jams with a blind man's way out. 
If the enduro rider doesn't have the 
most forgiving, least fatiguing bike 
available, the odds against his suc- 
cess spiral. 

Thats why we were so excited 
when we heard about your new en- 
duro bike based on the Elsinore 
motocrosser, Siochiro. Our collective 
brain whirred and clicked: Lessee — 
214 pounds — add, oh, 15 pounds for 
lights and foof — 28 horsies at the 
rear wheel with that awesome punch 
at mid-range — they could easily 
give the enduro 20-22 horses with 
the torque curve as flat as Audrey 
Hepburn's bustline. Hot damn! A 
250 enduro with the plushest suspen- 
sion and strongest motor, weighing 
40 pounds less than a Kawasaki F-11. 

Finally, that mysterious phone call 
from George Ethridge, a trip out to 
a secret meeting place ( we can't even 
tell you where it is, Siochiro), and 
the bike is unloaded. The Alloy tank: 
gone. Those ding-proof DID rims: 
gone. Trick forks and shocks: gone. 
Gone, gone, everything gone. Our 
hearts were sinking, but hadn't gone 
down for the third time. 

We planted our cheeks in the sad- 
dle, looking to salvage respect for 
the machine. After all, a bike of less 
quality than the Elsinore racer can 
still be quite good. Naturally, the 
glittering array of tachs, speedos, 
turn signals and myriad handlebar 
switches was an immediate eyesore, 
but such is the nature of selling mo- 
torcycles to the Feds anymore. At 
least you kept those fine new Honda 
grips. Sure, they tear easy but at 
$1.50 per pair we'd buy ’em by the 
bushel. 

Down below, we noticed the street- 
type shift lever. Tsk. That moto- 
crosser shift lever was a favorite. The 
malleable brake pedal, too, was gone, 
replaced by a heavy stamped number 
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that at least promised to grip the 
boot. And oh my God, Siochiro, do 
you know what your people have 
done? They put rubber footpegs on 
this bike! Even the XL-175 has those 
fine steel cleated pegs. Someone 
really goofed somewhere along the 
line. 

Well, like we said, our heart had 
not completely sunk — until we took 
the thing for a ride. This is where 
our disappointment became outrage, 
Siochiro. After starting the thing up, 
we found that it was spongy off idle. 
Turned out to be a lack of power. 
That bike just plain didn’t have much 
poop until 3500 rpm, and then it 
wasn't much. Carburetion was spot- 
on, we were assured, so we took it 
to the dyno room to tinker. The bike 
was running a tad rich, but not 
enough to make a significant differ- 
ence. The dyno said we were getting 
15 horses — half as much as the moto- 
crosser — with only average low-end 
grunt. 

Woe. 

We rode and rode the thing, none- 
theless. It wasn't long before we dis- 
covered that the chassis is designed 
for a much stronger motor — a 28-hp 
motor. Without all that extra power, 
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and with all the extra weight (this 
bike weighs 271 pounds, which is like 
carrying a spare motor on the moto- 
crosser), the handling gets a tad 
clumsy, particularly when riding in 
the woods. Not only does the front 
end want to plow in a turn, but the 
motor thins out quickly as revs 
change. It’s no fun to have to keep 
an enduro motor buzzed all the time 
for decent performance, especially 
a 250. We had to drop the fork 
clamps a couple of inches down the 
stanchion tubes as a stopgap measure 
to improve cornering, and then the 
front wanted to waggle radically in 
sand. 

With the forks in their regular 
position, we must admit that the 
chassis is very stable going in a 
straight line, which makes it good for 
the desert — and street. Come to 
think of it, the suspension worked 
very well on the street, too. They 
also worked fine in mild trail riding, 
but then we've never seen suspenders 
that weren’t adequate for mild trail 
riding. When we pushed the MT-250 
hard, our eyeballs opened real big, 
the forks topped with a pok! and the 
shocks bottomed with a boink! Other 
than that, they gave us a good ride; 
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It wasn’t easy to top last years PHOTO 
ANNUAL. But we did it. The 2nd DIRT 
BIKE PHOTO ANNUAL is even more 
outrageous than last year. Only the 
most spectacular, exciting and bizarre 
photos meet the high standards of 
our editors. Over 100 motorcycle ac- 
tion shorts, 16 pages in full color. 
Dynamite shots of the super stars 
and the super goofs of DIRT BIKE 
racing. And only a pittance of a price 
$2.00 plus 50¢ for postage and 
handling. 
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Jim Pomeroy, Parnelli Jones, Dave 
Ekins, Bob Steffan, Preston Petty, Mal- 
colm Smith, Gene Cannady, Bill Silver- 
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Send check or money order 
Special Introductory Offer 
Add 50¢ for postage and handling. 
(California residents add 5% sales tax.) 
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P.O. Box 69129 Dept. DB 
Los Angeles, CA 90069 


that is, springing rates were good, 
but damping wasn't dialed in quite 
yet. But you've come a long way, no 
getting around that. But we know 
you could have done better, because 
your motocrossers are better — no 
getting around that, either. 

We'll say one thing, Siochiro. Your 
boys have built the best brakes in 
the business. Yamaha used to be the 
best, but you've outdone them, and 
with a rear cable yet. There's vir- 
tually no limit to the amount of 
braking power on tap for a dirt bike, 
but no one gets bullard and locks 
things up foolishly, either. All be- 
cause there's so much feel in these 
units. We became aware of that 
when we discovered that we could 
make dynamite panic stops on the 
asphalt with those anchors. Nor- 
mally, a good dirt bike brake is too 
flimsy for the street, but you've got 
lots of power and lots of feel, a hard 
combination to master. 

But just as the elegant quality of 
your brakes impresses us, so does 
the chintzy material of those rims. 
By now, we have pretty much deter- 
mined that the MT-250 is made to 
compete with the Yamaha DT-3, 
Suzuki Savage and Kawasaki F-11, 
which puts it in the $850-900 range. 
But you've got the worst rims of the 
bunch... Don't ask us when or where, 
but we put two healthy dings in the 
front one; no idea how it happened 
— they just sort of appeared. The 
F-11 and even your own XL-250 have 
DID rims, acknowledged to be the 
best. What gives? 

Siochiro, we've admired the way 
you have personally stood tall on the 


Competition Stripes and Stitching 
in Red or Yellow 
Even Waist Sizes 22" to 38" 


Ask Your Dealer for 


Rynamite Renims! 


subject of safety. You were the first 
to put disc brakes on a motorcycle, 
kill switch, and so on. If you were’ 
the head of General Motors, Ralph 
Nader might be chasing ambulances 
instead. You have also made big-inch 
road bikes that people love to ride 
although they don’t bellow and 
they don’t leave black strips at each 
intersection. 

But dirt bikes are different. That 
kickstand on the MT-250 is danger- 
ous. One staffer snagged his boot on 
the thing and like to broke his ankle. 
As soon as he recovered from that, 
the same stand snagged a tree root 
and stopped the bike dead, sending 


_the poor dude over the bars. 


Also, the turn signals and taillight 
get in the way. Just as soon as CZ 


outdid Suzuki for big taillights, you 
outdid CZ, Where will it end? Of 
course, you made the electricals fair- 
ly easy to remove, but enduro bikes 
aren't supposed to have electricals 
removed. They should be as inob- 
trusive as possible. 

As a final safety note, please advise 
your engineers that an underpowered 
dirt bike can be just as dangerous as 
an overpowered one. There are times 
when a rider needs a surplus blast 
to get him out of a jam. No doubt 
you made the MT-250 pokey in the 
interest of long motor life, but you 
should have given it a wider power- 
band. Life is full of mysteries. 

Here are a few other things you 
might want to pass on to your engi- 
neers and stylists: You know that 
little plastic swivel cover you put 
over the seat lock? Why not put an- 
other one over the ignition, and 
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mount the ignition between the tach 
and speedo? 

The tires that come with the bike 
aren't very good, even for trials tires. 
The compound seems too hard and 
the blocks aren't gnarly enough. 

The shape of the seat forced us to 
the forward position, where the pad- 
ding was too soft. This got to be 
quite uncomfortable after an hour 
Or SO. 

Really, you've got to do something 
about those rubber pegs. Again, in 
the interest of safety. If you try to 
wheelie across a stream in second 
gear, the force and lubrication of the 
spraying water will rip your feet 
right out from under you. 

If the clutch is abused at all, it will 
head south for the winter. When it 
cools off, it returns, but that takes a 
while. 

That kill button on the bars makes 
one tend to forget about the key 
down below, allowing the points to 
become crispy critters upon occasion. 

Fenders were neat and rugged, 
but the front one was a tad short, 
allowing a spray of whatever to 
spritz the rider squarely in the face. 

Gas cap was very small, making 
refueling a major task. It did not, 
however, leak. 

When we pulled the rear wheel, it 
took six hands and 47 fingers to get 
all the little spacers back in their 
proper places. 

Other than the spark plug cap 
(which we replaced) the bike was 
waterproofed. 


help 


Exhaust pipe was tucked in, but 
the heat shield was very poor. Roast- 
ing the right leg was commonplace, 
unless the rider hung his thigh out 
in the breeze. 

Much of the little stuff was neat— 
booties and clamps abounded in eye- 
ball-dazzling detail. 

Overall gearing was too high for 
off-road use, but the ratios seemed 
well thought out. One tooth off the 
countershaft sprocket should do the 
job. 

Forks did not leak, but the oil 
reservoir did a steady post-nasal drip 
all over our otherwise spotless D.B. 
garages. 

Vibration killed the turn signals 
and the taillight bulbs. Shucks, ima- 
gine being forced to ride a 100-mile 
enduro with no turn signals. Sort of 
scares you just to think about it. 

Speedo was neat and resettable. 
It worked just fine — but the tach 
was in a world of hurt. After the 
motor reached peak revs, then the 
needle would lazily swing towards 
the mark. By the time it read the 
proper number, you had the bike 
back in the garage and hosed off and 
were in the house on your third can 
of Foomba-Cola and grits. 

Realizing the tone of this letter 
isn't any too flattering, please under- 
stand that our emotions are largely 
dictated by our disappointment. 
Frankly, we wondered why you 
brought out a bike that seems to 
compete mostly with another of your 
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KNOWS the difference. Get HELP 
now, dirt and dust are choking your 
engine. Get the cleanest air for 

the most horsepower. Avoid power 
loss and costly repairs from grinding 
dirt. Casler high performance filters 
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Husky 360 Cont'd. from page 42 
ery of itself, like putting a ruby- 
studded muzzle on a thoroughbred 
Doberman. Electrics were tested, 
and surprisingly, everything worked 
except the high beam. That’s OK; 
after a quickie photo session all the 
stuff was taken off — but not before 
we found out the whole package 
weighed 284 pounds. 

The 360 is an interesting amalgam 
of components from many lands. Un- 
fortunately, it appears that the 
hands-across-the-water routine is to 
keep costs down, concern for quality 
being only incidental. 

Rims are Radilli not the best, but 
could have been worse. 

Shocks were Betor (Spain); they 
were miserable. 

Electrics were Femsa (Spain); 
good stuff, although this bike uses 
the points ignition. 

Handlebar controls are Lucas 
(Britain); gad. What a shame to use 
the last 


GARY JONES CHAMPIONSHIP MX TANK, 
fiberglass, 1.8 gal. $59.95 


WHEEL FOAM reduces mud build-up 
& unsprung weight $5.95/wheel 


GARY JONES reinforced ‘sticky’ 
surgical rubber grips $3.95 


ALUMINUM BRAKE ANCHOR helps 
eliminate rear brake lock-up $10.95 


COMP. FORK LEG SERVICE, 2-3 Ibs 
unsprung weight machined off 
& springs modified. $25.00 


-— JONES 


those cumbersome blades; 
ewe MOTOCROSS Husky we tested had those new Ma- 
PRODUCTS gura double-bend blades. One staffer 


kept them under his pillow at night, 
they were so wonderful. These Lucas 
units, however, were designed by a 
misanthropic klutz, if not a gorilla. 
Each housing has two unmarked but- 
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unbreakable polypropylene. 
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tons and a three-position switch re- 
sembling a charred butterfly wing. 
The right-hand control doesn’t fit 
firmly around the handlebar without 
a bushing, so it rotates; when you 
squeeze the front brake, it stops 
against the friction screw on the 
throttle housing, causing instant 
panic. What a genuine mess. We'll 
say one thing good about the con- 
trols, though: They didn’t leak oil. 

Throttle was Tommaselli ( Ital- 
ian); lots of touring doodads. 

Carburetor was Amal; it worked 
fine. 

Battery was GS (Japanese); long- 
lasting, until it fell out. 

A slight tickle on the Amal and 
a hefty boot gets things popping in 
two or three kicks. The Husky al- 
ways lets you know when it’s going 
to start by giving a solid belch one 
kick prior. Kickstarter throw is short, 
but packs a lot of revs into the spins, 
so you'd better not give it a chance 
to kick back. There’s no compression 
release, but the motor never did 
give us a sprained ankle, although 
we worried about it quite a bit. 

The motor bops at a casual idle 
and you can feel the big flywheels 
working. Cases are the same as on 
the 450, so there’s plenty of mass 
spinning around, and if you ever 
desire a bigger tractor, the swap can 
be made. 

Whenever we shifted into low, the 
gearbox complained that the clutch 
wasn't letting go with a crunch. 
Warped plates, probably. As per 
usual Husky practice, the shift lever 
is long, meaning anyone whose shoe 
size is under three digits has to re- 
move his foot completely from the 
peg and negotiate a long, ritualistic 
lift, like kneeing someone's groin in 
slow motion. This is a hassle for mo- 
tocross, but some people prefer it 
on an enduro bike. It lessens the 
chance of having the thing rocked 
or bushed out of gear. At times, 
though, it takes so long to upshift 
that the bike will slow to where you 
have to downshift again. This hap- 
pened a couple of times in a sand- 
wash. It takes practice, we reckon. 

At Niles' advice, we gave the bike 
a gentle run-in. The Husky factory 
did some tests, he said. They found 
that a bike given a ten-minute run-in 
lasts about four times longer than 
a bike banzaied from the git-go. 
While loping the Husky around, it 
felt tight, unable to pull fifth gear. 
A couple of hours and a tank of gas 
later, it loosened, but it still had a 
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hard time pulling fifth. We took it 
to the dyno and found that it was 
putting out a maximum 20 horses, 
which is a tad skimpy for a 360. The 
torque curve was another story; you 
could draw it with a carpenter's 
snap line. It develops 12 foot-pounds 
at 2500 rpm and 13 at 7000, with 
higher figures in the expanse be- 
tween. While the actual peak is that 
of a good-running 250, you'll find a 
spread like that few places outside 
the John Deere factory. 

After several hours of running, we 
decided the bike never was going 
to healthily pull fifth as geared. It 
was happier in fourth and happiest 
in third. Here, the engine was effec- 
tively stuffing a leaden dose of poop 


into the ground and slick throttle 
response made the Husky easy to 
control. 


If you want to power through a 
turn, most bikes call for tugging on 
the outside bar and gassing it. Not 
the 360. The trick is to turn the bars 
into the corner and lean inward, as 
you feel the bike topple over. You 
topple so far — the sharper you want 
to turn, the more you topple — and 
grab a handful. That big Trelleborg 
hooks up, snaps the bike to atten- 
tion, and sends everything darting in 
the desired direction. At least, that’s 
how we think it works. We tried to 
explain this as best we could. Jeez, 
we didn’t design the thing... . 

Flat-out hauling wasn’t as fun as 
Huskys are known to be, thanks 
mostly to the Betor rear shocks. 
These definitely aren't the same ones 
that go on Bultacos. After they got 
hot, they were shot. They sort of 
moved up and down to the whim 
of the springs. Screen door closers 
would have worked better. 

Up front, the factory forks ( Husky 
prefers to roll their own) worked as 
well as weve come to expect, ex- 
cept for an annoying tendency to 
top. We mentioned this to Husky, 
and we were given the old change- 
the-foil-in-the-orks ploy. Heavier goo 
was added, and the topping went 
away. So did some of the plush ride. 
But they were still as good a fork 
as you would want — especially if 
you like replacing fork seals. Yup, 
they leaked as always. 

Inside that mammoth gray still air 
box resides a paper filter that ought 
not be trusted with the job of pro- 
tecting a motor that might, judging 
from the cost, have platinum rings. 
Pull the cover of a box and find a 
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series of pipes that look as if they're 
on the verge of bursting into circus 
music. Actually, this calliope serves 
to baffle intake noise; in all, the Hus- 
ky 360 R/T is reasonably quiet, sub- 
jectively speaking. By the way, we 
wrapped duct tape around the edge 
of the still air box lid, making the in- 
take waterproof up to the bottom 
of the gas tank. Ignition waterproof- 
ing was excellent, too. 

Not so with the brakes. While the 
hubs are light and sano-looking, they 
don't do the whole job. The rear par- 
ticularly lacks feels. Once the lin- 
ings get wet, you can join your Ossa 
and Bultaco friends for an impromp- 
tu meeting at the top of every hill. 


BITS AND PIECES 

The muffler fell off. It was very, 
very heavy. 

It didn't take long for the taillight 
to burn out. Same with the Honda 
MT-250 we tested. This, in fact, is 
a chronic problem with most enduro 
bikes. Mounting a taillight on the 
rear fender is like mounting it on 
a springboard: Bulbs get multipli- 
cations of every jolt. Considering 
the growing popularity of ISDT-type 
events and dirt riding in general, it's 
about time more reliable electrics 
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CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER LEFT: 2.8 GAL. MAICO TANK, 
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were developed for dirt bikes. 

Footpegs are typical gawd-awful 
Husqvarna. We welded little sharp 
beads on the peg to give us a sport- 
ing chance. 

Brake pedal seemed to be too high 
for comfort, with no provision for 
adjustment. 

The 360 comes with Trellies front 
and rear. You can't get a better tire. 

Amal 32mm concentric never gave 
us any trouble, although we had a 
chip on our shoulder. It even had a 
trick lightweight racing plastic float 
bowl. 

We never had any trouble with 
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People... 


Make Friends and Influence 


running. It always started, always 
ran clean, never grumped. 

A forward seat mount bolt fell out, 
and we had to disassemble the still 
air box to replace it. 

Aircraft locknuts abound. 

Each Husqvarna comes with a tool 
kit, including axle and steering head 
nut spanner, Allen wrenches, fly- 
wheel holder, countershaft sprocket 
puller, and a few other goodies. The 
puller has the reliability reputation 
of gypsy roof repairmen. 

VDO speedometer with resettable 
odometer is operated from the rear 
wheel. This may not go over too big 
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with some enduro riders. 

Fenders are stainless steel. When 
they bend, they bend for keeps. 
However, we managed to return the 
bike with fenders like new. This is 
a first for DIRT BIKE. 

Every orifice that could leak on a 
Husky, did. One guy even claimed 
he saw a couple of spoke nipples 
weeping. 

During the whole test, no one 
mentioned the seat, which means it's 
doing a good job. 

If Husqvarna wanted to, they 
could have moved the air box to the 
other side of the bike, repositioned 
the battery slightly, and run the pipe 
through the frame. If they wanted 
to. 


SUMMARY 

Arg. We had high hopes for this 
bike. At first, the pipe bothered us, 
but there is room to cut and reweld 
the intruder an inch or two inward. 
Then other small annoyances started 
showing up, like the unreleasing 
clutch and lousy rear shocks. 

Then the battery fell out, the muf- 
fler fell off, and the brakes stopped 
working when wet. Little things — 
lots of them. And to top it off, the 
360 weighs too much, like nearly 
every other enduro on the market. 

So we shake our heads slowly, 
thinking about all the work it will 
take to salvage the good handling 
and go-anywhere powerband. For 
almost $1500, it's bad enough to have 
to add things like brush bars or 
cables, replace the fork seals, make 
a new silencer/spark arrestor to re- 
place the heavy stocker, and replace 


the still air box, which is also too 
heavy — among other things. 


But to have to buy new shock ab- 


sorbers, refabricate the brakes, and 
redesign the pipe? Thats asking a 
bit much. o 
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BING CARB MODS Cont'd. from page 45 


not cut into the brass needle seat 
surface. 

Clean the carburetor until it is 
squeaky clean and free of all chips 
and shop grunge. 

Now that the carburetor is cleaned 
and re-orificed, slip down to the 
local auto parts store and purchase 
a float needle from an 850 CFM 
Holly carburetor used on the Z 28 
Chevrolet Camaro. Examine it close- 
ly to be sure that the end of the 
needle is rubber tipped. Cut the 
brass end of the Holly needle off 
so that it is the same length as the 
standard Bing float needle. After 
cutting, round the cut area so that 
it is the same general configuration 
as the Bing float needle ball end. 
Install the new needle and the floats 
into the Bing carburetor body. 
Turn the carburetor upside down 
and adjust the floats until they are 
parallel to the gasket surface. Turn 
the carburetor right side up, letting 
the floats move to their maximum 
travel. Lift up on the floats gently. 
If any binding is evident, adjust the 
maximum travel of the floats upward 
until the binding disappears. The 
weeping of the float needle, which 
causes low-speed richness, has been 
eliminated. 

Reinstall the standard factory jets 
into the proper holes, attach the 
largest gas line that is possible and 
go out and try the long straightaway 
again. If a slight richness is still evi- 
dent, your local Bing carburetor 
dealer should have available 275— 
280—285 needle jets for a 250 going 
from lean to rich and 280—285—290 
needle jets for the fire-breathing 
400s going from lean to rich. For 
general information, Bing also makes 
jets in 268 — 270 — 273 — 276 —280 
— 283 — 285. The basic part number 
is 45 — 118 — (add the appropriate 
needle jet number). 

It is our understanding that Bing 
has corrected many of the carburetor 
shortcomings lately, and that the cor- 
rected versions are already on some 
of the motorcycles arriving in this 
country. It would be an excellent 
idea to check any new Bing carbure- 
tor to make absolutely sure that the 
changes were indeed made. 

One thing — if you don’t make 
these changes — sure as hell, sooner 
or later, no way around, bet your 
buns, you are going to lunch that 
motor, especially the larger displace- 
ment ones. Convinced? 
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TRAIL TRICKERY Cont'd. from page 36 


down gradually. 

If you manage to do it just right, 
you will be able to pivot on the ball 
of the foot you have on the ground. 
If not, you will have to make some 
little hops with that foot in order 
to keep up with the motorcycle as 
it rolls and turns on its rear tire. 

When making a rear-wheel pivot 
it is usually best to keep your other 
foot on the footpeg, because that 
makes it easier to hop back on board 
after you have completed the turn. 
If the bike starts coming over back- 


wards, you will naturally put both 
feet on the ground and control the 
machine by muscling the handlebars 
until you get things going right 
again. It is rarely necessary to drop 
the bike but, if you get off balance, 
it is better to push the scooter away 
from you than to use your delicate 
bod to cushion the landing of the 
bike. 

With a little practice, wheelbase 
shorteners such as these are very 
handy on a twisting trail, and you 
will become the rider the other guys 
are trying to keep up with. o 


Bassani 


beats the 
competition... 


In 
performance 
and 

quality. 

All Bassani 
Exhaust Systems 
are engineered for 
top performance 
then tested and 
proven before 
they are set 

up for pro- 
duction. 

Bassani Exhaust 
Systems are made 
like no other Quiet 
Pipes; the finest 
quality material, 
individually hand- 
crafted. We beat 
‘em in the shop 

so you can beat 
‘em on the track. 
BASSANI - Quality 
without compromise! 


Send 50¢ for more 
information. 


[Bassani] 


1117 FOUNTAIN WAY, 
ANAHEIM, CA 92806 
(714) 630-1821 

Dept. DB 
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PROJECT YAMAHA 
Cont'd. from page 54 
Further up the trail we encoun- 
tered severe switchbacks. First re- 
quirement for making the corner is 
to plant your foot right in the apex 
of the turn, and gas it, making the 
motorcycle turn within its own 
wheelbase. Here is where lightning 
turning and good low-speed torque 
are absolute requirements. Aha! We 
found the first failing of the PY. A 
little bit of gas in the corner some- 
times did not launch the bike far 
enough forward before the rider hit 
the saddle. Consequently, the hump 
in the back of the gas tank does not 


Car! 


SMART BOOKS 


“TUNING FOR PERFORMANCE" 


Shipman, contributing editor for Dirt Bike 
Magazine, tells and shows you how to tune your bike 
for best performance. Complete theory and practice 
on tuning for air density. The full story on motor- 

Cycle carbs, ignition timing, compression and gearing. 
Charts, graphs, and formulas show you the effects 
of altitude, temperature, density, jet sizing, fuel-air 
ratios, and much more. Gives you the pro methods 


make a very comfortable saddle, if 
you know what we mean. In the near 
future, a gas tank that has a little 
gentler slope in the rear will be fitted. 

Every turn and every bit of the 
trail was a gas. Other staff members 
in the group riding enduro bikes of 
less stature than the project bike 
either had trouble negotiating the 
lumber portion of the trail or the 
severe switchbacks. There was no 
other bike in the entourage that was 
as comfortable on the trail as the PY. 
The road back to the truck required 
that several water crossings be made. 
Several of the water crossings re- 
quired riding either up or down the 


HELP YOU 
DO IT BETTER! 


of performance measurement, tuning, and records, 
along with a RAD chart and useful record forms 
to use as you tune. Solves your tuning problems 
or your money back! $5.00 postpaid. 


"MOTORCYCLE ENGINEERING" 
by P.E. Irving 


We keep this book in print because it's too good to 
die. Long the standard reference for riders who like to 
know about frames, suspension, handling, motorcycle 
development, and much more. Belongs on every 
serious rider's bookshelf. $5.00 postpaid 


"THE BOONIE BOOK" 


Popular favorite on dirt machines and how to ride 
them. Now in the third printing, with recommenda- 
tions by magazines and praise from readers. Carl 
Shipman's humor lets you laugh while you learn to 
avoid mistakes. Tells and shows you how to set up 
your bike; how to adjust and maintain it; riding 
techniques including the trick stuff. Plus a special 
section on advanced control techniques that you 
won't find anywhere else, GUARANTEE: Makes 
you a better and smarter rider in three weeks, 

or your money back. Only $2.95 postpaid 


GET ALL THREE - $12.00 postpaid 


1S FREE with any order: "All About Chains and Sprockets” 
BOOKLET full of good info and data 


THE DIRT RIDER, P.O. BOX 26705 


TUCSON , AZ 85726 


FREE Booklet [ ] with order Please send books | have checked: 


$ 5.00 Name 
Motorcycle Engineering O $ 5.00 Street 
The Boonie Book LI $ 2.95 City 
Send them all! O $12.00 
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creeks for distances up to a half-mile. 
Here is where the PY lost all of its 
advantage. It just was not water- 
proofed. If the humidity increased 
by 10 percent it just quit. No pro- 
tests, just flat quit. After drying the 
plug several times and cleaning the 
carburetor slide twice, we had to ride 
the PY as a trials bike whenever wa- 
ter had to be crossed. Once we got 
out of the water, it was no challenge 
to run and hide from the other en- 
duros in the party. 


SUMMARY 

We are of the biased opinion that 
we have created the optimum enduro 
motorcycle for the low-bucks rider. 
It does everything that the more ex- 
pensive European ISDT replicas do 
as far as handling is concerned, and 
flat puts it on them in the horsepower 
department. While the power of the 
engine is more suited for the ama- 
teur-expert enduro rider, the novice 
can stick to the enduro cylinder and 
piston until his riding ability can 
cope with the engine torque occur- 
ring in the higher rpm ranges. 

We are glad the project is over, 
and we look forward to entering it in 
several of the western enduros. If we 
have any gallant successes we will 
publish our results. Until the next 
project bike, may we say, adios. @ 


COLISEUM Cont'd. from page 60 
one else. Every time Jimmy arced 
off the Big Jump, oohs and aaahhhs 
were involuntarily extracted from 
the crowd. If he had gone much 
higher, the FAA would have sure- 
ly made him get a pilot's license. 

Again, the perfect B-movie finish 
was set up. One more moto to go, 
and three riders were clustered 
tightly enough on points where any 
one of them could take the overall 
win. All Marty had to do was take 
a second place in the final moto and 
victory was assured. But if he bob- 
bled, and let Falta by, and didn't 
get in the top three, victory would 
be denied. And Jimmy Pomeroy was 
only one point behind both of 
them, looking smoother and faster 
with each lap . . . someone placed a 
clock on Pomeroy and noted that his 
lap times were better each and 
every lap. 

Falta is a hard professional rider 
— and he knew his exact limits — 
he also knew that he stood a very 
good chance of winning all the 
money. When the gate fell, Falta 


DIRT BIKE 


bolted out of the hole well ahead of 
everyone else. His timing was per- 
fect and as the gate smacked flat on 
the ground, he already had a bike 
length on everyone. Tripes furiously 
tried to beat him to the first turn, 
but you just can’t give a rider like 
Falta that kind of a lead and try to 
get it back in one fell swoop. 

Marty planted himself right on 
Falta’s tail and waited for a chance 
to pass. No way. Horsepower of both 
bikes was too close to allow a speed 
advantage and Falta was riding to 
destroy any chance of passing. He 
hogged the lines and wobbled into 
Marty's path, causing the 17-year- 
old to check and stutter on more 
than one occasion. 

Marty poked and prodded his 
Honda right up against Falta's knee- 
cap, looking for the line — any line. 
He went outside, only to lose a 
yard. Angrily, he snapped in tighter 
on the next turn — and Falta would 
snub his machine in tighter than 
necessary and block Tripes cold. 
For two palm-sweating laps, the 
crowd held its collective breath and 
watched Tripes try to get by that 
CZ, hoping that Tripes wouldn't 
blow it and fall down. 

Then, as they left the giant jump, 
Marty swung over to the left side, 
wider than usual. It looked to all 
present like Marty was easing off 
and letting Falta have the slot. Fal- 
ta glanced back and saw that Tripes 
was not immediately threatening, 
then calmly picked his usual line. 
Marty swooped way outside, ca- 
reened into a berm and violently 
pivoted the Honda and blasted off 
the berm in an angular approach. 
His approach to the tum was at 
least 10 miles an hour greater than 
Faltas and he slipped alongside, 
then, wonder of wonders, he kept it 
on and turned right in front of the 
Czech. Falta was startled — the 
kid wasn't supposed to do that! He 
should have fallen down. But no, 
Marty found the very edge of trac- 
tion and completed his directional 
change. Instead of braking, Falta 
chose this moment to ram into the 
side of Tripes bike, but his foul 
maneuver was a fraction too late. 
Tripes already had the Honda un- 
der full power and all Falta got for 
his trouble was a violently wrenched 
sct of grips. If he had bumped 
Tripes a fraction earlier, the Won- 
der Kid would have gone on his ear 


like a bag full of rusted Edsels. 
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Marty immediately put some day- 
light between himself and the blis- 
teringly mad Czech, motoring off 
into the distance. He pulled cleanly 
away from the field until his sus- 
pension took a trip south and he had 
to back off slightly. Pomeroy pounc- 
ed on this and smoked past Marty 
for the overall win. But wisely, 
Tripes restrained himself and held 
a cautious second place for the over- 
all win. Falta came in third, mutter- 
ing under his breath. Tripes — first 
overall, followed by Pomeroy in sec- 
ond place. 


Thus ended a spectacular night of 
racing. Forgotten was the crass 
method of the promoters in handling 
the affair. When good racing hap- 
pens, all else pales. Still, we wonder. 
Do we want our beloved racing game 
to be handled like so many pounds 
of hamburger by people who could 
care less? People who spell the 
event "The Super Bowl of Motor- 
Cross"? We have never felt too hap- 
py with the AMA, but many feel 
downright queasy in the stomach 


with, the hucksters. Maybe next 
year? o 
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You'll never miss what's missing from our spun-finish 
aluminum rear wheel WEIGHT WATCHERS. 

Their holes make them 25% lighter than ordinary 
sprockets. This means less unsprung weight to wrestle 
with plus more stability and better handling. 

Available in almost any bolt pattern and tooth range 
you’d want, these rugged lightweight sprockets are heat- 
treated and precision-machined to resist chain wear. 

Your guarantee is the Circle Industries Seal we put on 
every sprocket we make. It says you’re getting the best 
material and workmanship possible. 

While you get a lot more for your money with our 
WEIGHT WATCHERS, you pay no more for the holes. Their 


loss is your gain. 


Send $1 today for our latest 28-page catalog. It’ll 
show you the prices and specs’ on our sprockets for 
everything from American Eagle to Zundapp, as well as 
our many other great products. 


CIRCLE woustnes 


In the business of making things better. 
Write Dept. DB, 2536 Seaman Ave., South El Monte, CA 91733 
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HONDA 250 Cont'd. from pages9 
own — the XL-250 — not to mention 
three other Japanese bikes. 

The MT-250 is not a bad motor- 
cycle. Two years ago it would have 
been a breakthrough. Right now 
you've got a market full of $900 250cc 
enduro bikes, and one of them, the 
F-11, is very good. In the case of the 
Elsinore motocrossers, you decided 
you wanted to build the best produc- 
tion 250 regardless of cost. And 


darnit, Siochiro, you could have built 
the MT-250 with the same attitude. 
Let the budget buyers have their 
XL-250 and let the enduro freaks go 


ga-ga with their finely-honed Hon- 
das, just the way today's motocros- 
sers are going ga-ga. But after the 
Elsinore, we sure hated to see you 
backslide. 
Cordially yours, 
your buddies at DIRT BIKE 
P.S. Say hello to the wife. 
HONDA MT250 
PRICE: Suggested retail, approx. 
N/A 
ENGINE TYPE: Piston-port air- 
cooled two-stroke single 
DISPLACEMENT: 247.84cc 
BORE & STROKE: 70mm X 
64.4mm 


These books make YOU the expert 
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How to ride 


OBSERVED TRIALS 


just for fun 


160 pages/250 photos-drawings. 
Have fun at the booming sport of 
Observed Trials. This new book 
by Carl Shipman tells you how 
to get started on nearly any bike 
and develop your riding skills 
both for the fun of trials compe- 
tition and nearly any other kind 
of off-road riding that you like to 
do. Tells you how to get started, 
rules and procedures, how to or- 
ganize a club, and how to modify 
your present bike to make it bet- 
ter. Riding technique for the dif- 
ficult stuff is carefully explained 
and shown in pictures so you 
can understand it and start im- 
proving right away. An entertain- 
ing new book on a sport which 
offers challenge and lots of fun. 
Includes the Official Rules of the 
American Trials Association. $5 
postpaid (or get it from your 
dealer). 


H.P. BOOKS 


How YOU Can 
Make Your 
Motorcycle 
Run Better 


Tuning for 


PERFORMANCE 


114 pages/231 photos-drawings. 
Even if you've never done it be- 
fore, this book tells and shows 
you how to get utmost perfor- 
mance—whether you ride street 
or dirt. Details cycle carbs, igni- 
tion timing, compression and 
gearing. Charts, graphs and for- 
mulas take the mystery out of 
altitude, temperature, air den- 
sity, jet sizes, fuel/air ratios and 
much more. Shows you profes- 
sional methods for performance 
measurement and tuning with a 
RAD chart and useful record 
forms to use as you tune. 


Don’t be misled by the title. Per- 
formance and good tune are as 
important to average riders as to 
racers. Some reviewers have said 
this book has too much in it. We 
don't see anything wrong with 
a book that tells it all. When 
you're doing something it helps 
a heck of a lot to understand 
it. Solves your tuning problems 
or your money back. $5.00 post- 
paid (or get it from your dealer). 


How to select, ride 
& maintain YOUR 


TRAIL BIKE 


160 pages/220 photos-drawings 
tell it like it really is—details 
your dealer would give if he had 
a week to spend with you per- 
sonally. Tells and shows you ex- 
perts’ tricks so you will spend 
more time riding—less time fixin’ 
—and a lot less time falling off! 
Full details what you MUST know 
to buy a new or used trail bike. 
How to learn to ride correctly 
and easily ... complete how-to- 
ride series for hills, sand, mud, 
water, rough ground, rocks, 
banks, logs, pine needles, grass 
and ruts. Personal safety. What 
to wear to save your hide. How 
to keep your bike running—your- 
self: flat fixing, wheel balancing, 
which tires are best for what, 
chain care and much more. Set- 
ting up your bike for dirt riding. 
How to go camping with your 
trail bike. You just can't imagine 
how complete it is until you get 
a copy in your hands. Every page 
offers more hard facts than a 
whole magazine article. $5 post- 
paid (or get it from your dealer). 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 


O How to ride OBSERVED TRIALS Allow S weeke Tor geivery 
D How to select, ride and maintain YOUR TRAIL BIKE Remit NC iu 
O Tuning for PERFORMANCE Arizona residents add 15c sales tax 
O All about MINIBIKES 
Enclosed is $ ($5.00 per book) O Money order O Check 
Name 
Street 
City State Zip 
H.P. Books, Box 50640, Dept. p- 11 Tucson, AZ 85703 


COMPRESSION RATIO: 6.6:1 
CARBURETION: 28mm Keihin 
HP @ RPM (claimed) N/A 
(actual) 15.8 @ 5000 
CLUTCH: Wet multi-plate 
PRIMARY DRIVE: Gear, 3.30:1 
FINAL DRIVE: Chain, 2.93:1 


GEAR RATIOS: 1. 2.24:1 
2. 1357s) 
3. 1.1631 
4. 0.90:1 
5. 0.7241 


AIR FILTRATION: Oiled foam 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Flywheel 
magneto, 6v battery 

LUBRICATION: Oil injection 

RECOMMENDED FUEL: Low lead 
regular 


RECOMMENDED OIL: N/A 
FUEL CAPACITY: 2.2 gallons 
FRAME: Semi-double cradle 
SUSPENSION: 
(Front) Telescopic forks, 7.1 
inches travel 
(Rear) Oil-damped shocks, 4.8 
inches travel 
TIRES: Front: 3.00x21 Nitto trials 
Rear: 4.00x18 Nitto trials 
WHEELS: Front: Steel 
Rear: Steel 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 57 inches 
Ground Clearance: 10 inches 
Seat Height: 32 inches 
Weight: (claimed) 260 pounds 
dry (actual) 271 pounds 
On front wheel: 42 percent 
On rear wheel: 58 percent 
BRAKES: 
Front: Single leading shoe, 
internal expanding 
Rear: Single leading shoe, 
internal expanding | 
INSTRUMENTS: Speedometer, | 
resettable odometer, 
tachometer, etc. 
SILENCER: Yes, w/spark arrestor 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes o 


ACCESSORIES, 

GET IT ALL TOGETHER... AT 
INTERNATIONAL ! SEND NOW 
FOR YOUR ALL-NEW 1973 . 

YAMAHA PARTS € ACCESSORIES 
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BE SURE TO 
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DIRT BIKE 


maico 450 mx Cont'd. from page 50 

Oh yes, while you're at it, drill out 
the Bing carb and put on some decent 
sized gas lines, or youll blow the 
engine up, even if its perfectly 
jetted. (See this issue for Bing Carb 
article.) Everything on the machine, 
except the rider, must be Loctited or 
safety wired in place. No exceptions. 

Now you're ready to go riding. For 
one ride, that is. 

Huh? 

Yes, one ride. If you have your 
machine all prepped and ready to 
ride, after that very same ride, you'll 
have to go all through the bike again. 
If you don't, the bike will sure as hell 
break, or.shake something off. And 
we are not kidding. Put simply — if 
you ride on Sunday, be prepared to 
spend six or seven hours during the 
week getting the bike ready to ride 
the next Sunday. If you dont per- 
form this maintenance ritual, chances 
are that youll DNF. Maybe you 
won't, but maybe you will, too. We'll 
bet seven to five that you won't finish 
if you haven't done your homework. 
While all of the Maico models re- 
quire a lot of maintenance, this one 
should receive the longest and hard- 
est look during the weekdays. 

If you are willing to spend the 
time with this 450cc snorter, then 
chances are youll never have a 
breakdown. Take a look at the Maico 
factory team. In three years of In- 
ternational competition, including 
the U.S.A. series, they have had less 
than a dozen DNFs — total. And 
none that we know of for engine 
failure. But they tear the bikes down 
after every race. 

Face it. The Maico is a total racing 
machine. It makes no compromises 
for its existence as such. If you want 
a Ferrari, you don't give it Chevy 
maintenance. The 450 Maico is for 
the man who loves and understands 


Tired of Broken bones and bruises? 
Try Jim Davis 


fragile racing machinery. The kind 
of a man who will gladly pass up an 
evening or two of Marcus Welby and 
Petticoat Junction, to work on his 
racing machine. This bike, more than 
any other, is not a dirt bike. Nope — 
it’s a racing machine. It’s not a toy, 
and it's not meant for playing. It's 
for the serious racer/mechanic. So 
before you ever ride one, even for a 
moment, take a long hard think about 
the consequences of that ride. Be- 
cause once you ride a 450 Maico, 
every other big bike on the market 
will leave you unsatisfied and cold. 


BITS AND PIECES 


All the little things on every other 
Maico that ever bothered us, bother 
us on this bike. Except for the motor 
mount bolts. They put good ones in 
this bike. 

We refuse to say another word 
about the 450, except that we fell in 
love with it, despite its demand for 
attention and outrageous price. 

Is the bike worth $1700-plus? Hell 
no. It's worth $2700-plus. 


450 MAICO 
PRICE: Suggested retail, 
approx. $1700 plus 
Cont'd. on page 98 


Whisperin' Smith. Don't 


let the quief fool ya! 


S ome guys insist on judging a book by the cover. Like that guy up 
there with three handfuls of horsepower. He figured if a bike was 
quiet, it just couldn't have much power. Now he's met Whisperin’ Smith 
and he knows better. 

Whisperin’ Smith gives you real power. Independent testing with a 
Yamaha 2-stroke dynoed a fat 25% increase in horsepower without 
increasing noise level over stock! That's the power Torque Engineering 
has always delivered, plus the bonus of knowing that The Man isn’t 
going to be shoving corks up your stinger or tickets into your ear. 

Torque’s Whisperin’ Smith is also 
U. S. Forestry Service approved as a spark 
arrestor. And there’s no messy pad or 
napkin to replace, thanks to our exclusive 
design. 

So, if you're looking for extra power 
without being hassled for excessive noise, 
see Whisperin Smith. He'll keep you 
straight. 


U. S. Forestry Service 
approved- dyno-tested. 


Moto X shoulder pads ($16.95) and elbow guards 


($12.95) All Maico and Dalesman parts in stock. 
Any and all MotoX and dirt accessories at 
10% discount. Maico and CZ trick stuff. 


ASR boots—$64.95 
Gloves—$9.95 

Alloy pegs—$14.95 
Aluminum chainguide—$16.95 
ASR leathers—$69.95 

Works Alloy tank—$69.95 
Aluminum swingarm—$79.95 
Unbreakable fender—$6.95 


To order send check or money order to: 

Action Super Cycles 

RD #1 Jermyn, Pa. 18433 Pa. residents 
Phone (717) 254-6333 add 6% sales tax 
Phone orders 6 P.M. to 10 P.M. 

Open 5 P.M. to 9 P.M. 
MAICO DALESMAN 


Torque Engineering Co. 
P.O. Box 245-D 
Northridge, Ca. 91324 
213— 882-4321 
"We do it better." 


Send 50¢ for the latest Torque 
Engineering catalog. 


SCORPION 
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MAICO 450 Mx Cont'd. from page 97 


ENGINE TYPE: FINAL DRIVE: 520 chain 


Piston port two-stroke single GEAR RATIOS: 1. 1.99:1 
DISPLACEMENT: 438.3cc 2. 1.52:1 
BORE & STROKE: 82mm x 83mm 58. 123A 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 12:1 4. 1.00:1 
CARBURETION: 36mm Bing 5. None 
HP (Q RPM: (claimed) 45 

@ 7000 
(actual) 37.4 @ AIR FILTRATION: Paper 


ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Magneto 
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix 


6500 at rear wheel 


CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 
PRIMARY DRIVE: Triplex chain 


RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL: N/A 
FUEL CAPACITY: 2.0 gallons 


1524 GRAND AVENUE, 
WAUKEGAN, IL. 60085 


312/336-1900 e o | i 
FOR MAICO, PENTON, SACHS, DKW, MONARK 


SOON AVAILABLE FOR CZ, BULTACO AND MORE! 
Cheng Shin and Trelleborg MX Tires—All Sizes In Stock 
SS ILECDTIICZTOEDUDEDLITULICITYTDUNNITCLIT 170-0780 p 206 32307 — ZR] 


Reed Value Mikuni conversions for 100's and 125's 
Just send us your cylinder and Piston, call for Quote! 


Penton, DKW and Monark owners! 


O SH-1 BELL Super Magnum Helmet. White/Orange/Silver. . .. . . . . . . $49.50 
L] SH-2 TORSTEN HALLMAN flip-up visor with tear-off lenses . . . . . .. 8.95 
O SH-3 GECEL goggles. Clear Lens. Carrera-type. .. ........ na 4.50 
L SH-4 Jofa mounthguard complete with mounting hardware ........ 5.95 
O SH-5 J-T Motocross Socks. Yellow-Blue/Blue-White/Red-White Stripes. . 6.95 pr 

Shoe size 
O SH-6 JIM DAVIS elbow guard. H-D with 1" padding. .......... 12.95 pr 
L] SH-7 TORSTEN HALLMAN GP leathers. Plastic knee, Shin guards 

Blue with yellowstripes cance iced sis we Raw wOR EEE OHS 76.00 
O SH-8 WEBCO Service stand. Adjustable... 2.2.0... 0000 ee eae 12.95 
O SH-9 HALLMAN GP Chest Protector. Black/Yellow, Blue/Yellow 

Bed/WRhIte 25 eis EMM ERBHE SESS ERG RHEE YEE EEO 15.50 
O SH-10 JIM DAVIS shin & knee guards 2... 2... ee ee ee es 19.95 pr 
O SH-11 JIM DAVIS contoured kneeguards ..............00008 7.75 pr 
L] SH-12 CARRERA goggles with yellow and smoke lenses .......... 7.95 
L] SH-13 WEBCO High performance head. Yam., Hod., Suz., Kaw. ...... 39.95 
L] SH-14 HOOKER headers. Most 2 strokes & Honda Singles 

Specify make, model, year and CC .............. 000s 32.00 

to 53.00 

O SH-15 Casler Silencer. Specify make, model, year & CC and 
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high rise control cables 
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FRAME: Chrome moly 
SUSPENSION: 
(Front) Maico forks 
(Rear) Girling shocks 


TIRES: 
Front: Metzeler 3.00x21 


Rear: Metzeler 4.50x18 
WHEELS: Front: Steel (Radilli) 
Rear: Steel (Radilli) 
DIMENSIONS: 


Wheelbase: 56 inches 
Ground Clearance: N/A 
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Weight: (claimed) 230 pounds 
(actual) N/A 
On front wheel: N/A 
On rear wheel: N/A 


BRAKES: 
Front: Internal expanding 
Rear: Internal expanding 
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PRIMARY KICK: Yes 


PARTS PRICES 

(Items subject to frequent replace- 
ment through wear or breakage) 
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PISTON: $40 incl. rings 

RINGS: $10 

CLUTCH CABLE: $2.40 
THROTTLE CABLE: $2.10 

POINTS: $3.10 

BRAKE SHOES: $11 per wheel 
CYLINDER: Approx. $220 
CYLINDER LINER: $31.35 

SHIFT LEVER: $9.90 

REAR BRAKE PEDAL: $18 

FRONT BRAKE LEVER: $3.70 
CLUTCH LEVER: $3.70 o 
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Gentry seats & frames, impact 
drivers, wrench sets, racing hel- 
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bers, custom built parts. If you 
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have the answer. 
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POMEROY Cont'd. from page 82 
and over the loudspeaker it said 
“Maisch won.” OK, he went to the 
press station, and got the trophy, 
and all the Belgian papers, the 
French papers, right up to the fed- 
erations — everybody just went into 
it. It got back to the federation and 
all of a sudden, they changed their 
deal, and I had the Grand Prix. 

DB: Trophy, and everything? 

JP: Nope, that was already in Ger- 
many, so you can't just vu 

DB: Thats a bummer. 

JP: No, it's not really. 

DB: It must have been a trip for 
you. About the time you were doing 
this, we had articles coming out in 
DIRT BIKE saying things like, 
"Watch Pomeroy, he might do pret- 
ty well.” OK, you're starting to get 
on that plateau, but everybody was 
thinkin' in terms of Brad Lackey, and 
Jimmie Weinert. Naturally, because 
they were the guys that were doing 
the jobs. Did you have yourself 
placed? In your own head? 

JP: Well, this was before I left, 
I figured I could go as fast as they 
could. But I had no experience. 

DB: Let us ask you some very 
loaded questions, OK? I'm going to 
just name some American riders, and 
why don't you give us a brief, 
straightforward, no bullshit com- 
ment on each person? Whatever 
strikes your mind. OK, let's see — 
Jimmie Weinert? 

JP: Jimmie? He's changed a lot 
since last year. When I first met 
him, I didn't like him. And I didn't 
like him because I’d read some ar- 
ticles on him, and the way he 
struck me is he thought he was 
really big stuff. Didn't have time 
for me, or anybody else. And you 
had this in your magazine, I think. 
(Please turn page) 


MOTORCYCLE TRAILERS 


STANDARD OR HEAVY DUTY 


681-4761 
359-4597 


323 
W. MAPLE 
MONROVIA 
CA. 91016 


NOVEMBER 1973 


$34.95.: Made from extremely tough 


Nylon jersey $10.95 r/w/blu/gld 
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4-256 ship.* Price includes ship. 
*W/pants we pay ship. Cal. res. 
add 5% sales tax. Free info. All 
items satisfaction guaranteed. Fast 
service. 
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& durable nylon-rayon blend 
material for super abrasion & tear 
resistance. Leg zippers, 2 pockets, 
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blk. Blu/grn/tan/red/yel strps. 
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22-40. Trail riders pants 
$28.95. 14.7 oz. sanfor- 
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w/red or yellow strp. Chest 
protector $11.95.¢ Same mat. as 
MX pants. blu/red, blk/blu, 
blk/red. Also made from cotton 
duck $8.95. Navy blu/red or yel. 
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Just a lot of things. I didn’t like the 
way he did it. At first I just didn’t 
like him, and every time I saw him I 
thought he was WFOed all the time 
until he crashed. I just met him with 
Brad, and he’s completely changed. 
See, I left six months ago, and 
everybody’s changed; a lot of peo- 
ple changed. He’s more levelheaded 
now, he knows what he’s talking 
about, a little bit. And he knows 
what's happening. 

DB: What do you think about his 
riding ability? 

JP: Aw, he is good. There is no 
question about that. Otherwise he 
wouldn't be where he's at right now. 
He’s got to get back in shape, that’s 
his main fault now. He’s just not in 
good enough shape now. 

DB: Brad Lackey? 

JP: Brad? That’s kind of a weak 
point, because I'll always talk good 
about him. Because when I first 
came down to CA he was the only 
one that would even have anything 
to do with me. I could go to the 


races, and nobody else would talk 
to me. He deserves number one 
plate, he’s number one American. 
Nobody can say he isn't. "Cause he's 
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smart. Smooth. He's fast. And I’ve 
learned a lot from him. 

DB: Bob Grossi? 

JP: I don't know him very well. 
What I do know of him, he doesn't 
take any chances. I don't even re- 
member the last time he crashed. 
He goes out there, and if a guy goes 
by him, fine, he goes by him. But if 
the guy that went by. him starts get- 
tin' tired, Grossi doesn't quit. He keeps 
on goin' and goin'. And he's good, you 
know. He's been at it for a long time. 

DB: Blackwell? 

JP: Mark Blackwell — I guess he's 
had problems with his legs; I don't 
know. I first met him last year, and 
he was number one. I didn't know he 
was number one, really. Because he 
didn't really impress me that much, 
as far as being number one. And, 
aw, later on, I got to know him and 
stuff, and I guess he's had a lot of 
problems, as far as his eyes, and his 
legs. He's got a good head, as far 
as picking lines. I followed him a 
few times at the races. 

DB: DeSoto? 

JP: John DeSoto — he's just wide 
open. He's strong, and he's a good 
guy personally. Hell go into a cor- 
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ner and where I have to throw my 
weight around, he just takes the 
handlebars, goes “Woff” and it's 
where he wants it to be. A lot of 
people say he breaks a lot, but he's 
smooth, at the same time. Like he 
hits a bump or somethin’, he doesn't 
pop around, just stiffens up. But he's 
... he's a good fast rider. 

DB: Hart? 

JP: Timmie Hart — I’ve never 
ever known him. The first time I’ve 
said “Hi” to him was about two 
weeks ago. When I knew of him 
last year he'd go fast for about five 
laps and then he'd be out of it. The 
Coliseum was when I first really no- 
ticed him and rode beside him. I 
think he's got to get in better shape. 

DB: Tripes? 

JP: Marty Tripes? 

DB: You should know a lot about 
Tripes. 

JP: Yeah. I know a lot about him. 
Last year, the first time I heard of 
him was in the Coliseum. And hed 
raced before, but I'd never seen him, 
and after the Coliseum, I never saw 
him again. I don't understand it. It 
seems to me, he has to be in a good 
mood, and everythings got to go 
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right. He's got good style, he's 
smooth, and he uses his head. 

DB: Where are his strong points, 
and his weak points? 

JP: Well, the only time I've ever 
raced with him as far as close con- 
tact was last week at the Coliseum. 
He doesn't have too many weak 
points, as far as the Coliseum. The 
Coliseum, I guess he likes it, he's 
won it twice in a row. And I dont 
particularly like the track. I haven't 
raced with him in any other track, 
any other situation. As far as the 
Coliseum he's the best. 

DB: Let me ask you about one 
last American: Jones. 


JP: -Gary Jones? He's changed 


from last year. It seems like last year 


he was fast. I thought he was fast. 
He won the 250 championship, and 
he's a fast rider, 
smooth, but fast. Something's both- 


not particularly 


the time. Mondays I wouldn't do 
anything. It was after a race day. 
Tuesday — I'd run in the morning, 
run in the afternoon. And maybe 
Wednesday — go swimming. And 
Wednesday, Id also run in the 
morning and afternoon. Thursday, 
Id run in the morning and after- 
noon. Tuesdays Id go riding for a 
couple of hours. Wednesdays I'd ride 
for a couple hours. It was either 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday, or 
it was Tuesday, Thursday and Fri- 
day. It depended on which of the 
bikes were in good enough shape to 


go the next day. So I'd ride. includ- 
ing the training and then the riding 
and the races it was four times a 
week. Then with the running, and 
the swimming, and then keepin' good 
hours, being a good boy and stuff, I 
hated it! I wanted to see somethin’, 
you know, when I was over there, 
but its... . it's paid off. It really has. 

DB: Are you going to continue 
some form of training? 

JP: On the series, and stuff, you 
don't train very much. Maybe once a 
week. And while I'm here now I 


(Please turn page) 


erin' him; maybe he crashed. Maybe 
hes burnt out, because everyone 
was really on him a lot. You have to 
have the enthusiasm yourself, just 
like I went through training for two 
months, but then when the racing 
starts, OK, not so much training, 
relax a little bit, get some sleep. 
There is a lot of traveling to do. 
And make sure your head's straight. 
The Jones boys are training all be- 
fore the races, then the series start, 
and theyre training during the 
season. 

DB: How did you get conditionin 

JP: I went to Spain and they 
wanted me to train there, but Rubio 
and Marcell brought me to Belgium, 
because it was better. And for Feb- 
ruary and March I just had complete 
training. It was terrible. I hated it. 
I wanted to go home. I got up at 
8:00 every day and went to bed at 
9:00 every night. Ate good, three 
meals a day, all the time. Steaks, all 
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don’t even have enough time to do 
that. I'm just running around every- 
where doing millions of things. And 
actually, on the series, the main 
thing is gettin’ into shape first. I 
mean you cant go out partyin’ 
every night. No drinkin’, no women, 
we go home, you know, as soon as we 
get done with this press conference 
thing, get some sleep. Sunday night, 
get a good night’s rest, and Monday, 
go ahead and do whatever you want. 
Monday or Tuesday. And Wednes- 
day, maybe, depends on what it’s 
like. And how far we have to drive, 
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Heavy Pads 


name of nearest distributor. - 
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and stuff. And Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, we go to bed at 10:00. Be 
good. It gets tiring. For sure it 
does. If you can take a week off, 
or somethin', its boss for another 
couple of weeks. I get to see a lot 
of things. So it’s not too bad. All 
different countries. See a lot of places. 

DB: It's no fun anymore? 

JP: Yes, its not really fun, you 
know. I've gone past the fun point. 
As far as racing. It's my job, my liv- 
ing, and it's going to be that way 
for another five or six years. And I 
might as well forget about saying it's 
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Zipper Leg 


Smart 
Narrow 
Red Stripes 


Heavy 
Quilted 
Padding 


1717 San Agustin 
Laredo, TX 78040 
512/723-0682 


fun anymore. On the racetrack it’s my 
job, and when I’m out cowtrailin’ 
and havin’ a good time, it’s fun. 
And when I see somebody out there 
that’s just out there to have fun, I 
just look at 'em, “What are you 
doing here?" Over in Europe, like 
for Grands Prix, they've got to qual- 
ify. They've got hundreds of guys 
at the Belgian race. OK, they look at 
them and see who's professional, and 
who's not professional yet. And 
who's doing good, and who's not 
doing good. They don't want some- 
body out there "who's going to be 
lapped four or five times. I ran iuto 
a lot of that at the Coliseum. They 
were just gettin in my way. Now, 
why don't the officials black flag 
'em off? They can count 'em off, 
you know. And still get 'em in a 
place. 

DB: Maybe, that's why when you 
first went over there, the Europeans 
were not friendly right away; they 
probably thought you might have 
been of that character? 

JP: Yeah. That could have been 
it too, you know. A lot of riders, 
when I first went over there, they, 
aw, they did a lot of weird stuff. 
They tried to crash me. A couple of 
them did crash me, on purpose. 
Thats where I changed my mind 
over there. And its my profession 
now, you know, and I’ve got to watch 
out. 

DB: Was there a turning point, or 
did you simply say, hey, no more 
bullshit, I'm going to crank down 
and this is it. 

JP: Yeah. I was thinkin’ about it 
halfway, when I was training. And 
when I took Grand Prix, Spain, it 
was so bitchen. And then I went to 
the Italy Grand Prix, and it was 
kind of a weird thing. Ruberio was 
behind me and he saw the thing. 
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break my leg, and get it over with, 
rather than have me take away their 
money. It’s not a vacation thing; 
this is the big thing, it’s like pro 
football. 

DB: Do you think that’s right? 


JP: I can't see anybody crashin’ 
anybody; I won't crash anybody. 
And if a guy does it to me, I'm sure 
in the heck not going to let him do 
it to me. 

DB: Jim, now that you're a pro- 
fessional rider, what kind of sup- 
port are you getting from the "Taco 
factory? 

JP: I've got a "73 contract signed. 
I signed this contract at a Belgium 
Grand Prix, for 1978. And its no 
fantastic amount, you know, I got 
a lot of better offers everywhere else. 
But, you know one thing? The peo- 
ple at Bultaco treat me like a hu- 
man being, not just another num- 
ber. And I like that and it means 
something to me. 

DB: Any immediate plans, Jim? 

JP: Yeah, I want to get faster and 
more professional But at least I 
know how to go about getting what 
I want. 

DB: What do you want? 

JP: I want to be the first Ameri- 
can World Champion — and I'd like 
to do it on a Bultaco. o 
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Webco 
cylinder 
heads 
perform 


A Webco head is your ‘assurance of 
maximum performance and trouble- 
free service. m Cylinder head design 
is a complex science requiring vast 
knowledge and experience. Webco 


‘heads are engineered with particular 


attention to these four critical areas: 
fin mass, extended airflow design, 
combustion chamber configuration 
and spark plug location. This, plus 
Superior metallurgy, heat treating 
and sandblasting, contribute to re- 
ducing operating temperatures while 
providing a significant increase in 
horsepower. m Also necessary are 
facilities for dynamometer testing 
and evaluation. m These are but a 
few of the reasons for Webco's repu- 
tation as the leading producer of 
high performance motorcycle heads. 
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vited. 

CUSTOM SILK SCREENING — T-shirts, stick- 
ons, labels, decals, ash trays. For price 
send sketch, size, quantity, colors to: Shoo- 
Ins, Inc., 7951 Whitaker Ave., Buena Park, 
California 90621. 


INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 


Action Super Cycle 15e 97 
American Honda Motor Co., Inc. .... 23, 25, 27, 29 
American Jawa Ltd. oo... 14, 15 


American Leathers Co. sss 17 
American Motorcycle Institute ..................... 60 


American Motor Sport ...........ss 107 
Aragon Distributing Co., Inc. . 99 
ATRACO, sasssa . 29 
B.0.M.P. Co. . 6 
Bassani. eere S 93 
Bates Accessory House sss 60 
CYC Distributing sss. 16 
Casler Performance Products ......................... 89 
Gran Mato e nem 27 
Change of Address ...........ssss 105 
Circle Industries sss 95 


Cole Bios ueste tms 20 


Competition Accessories Ltd. ow. 21 


Competition Dynamics .............. ... 60 
Cooper Motors (Apache Ltd.) .. x OL 
Crawford House, Inc. ............ ... 28 
Cycle Parts Unlimited .. EI 
Cycle Stops UNG cutn emet 98 
Cyole: X: PEOUUGES, ir s 5 
Dirt Bike Buyers Guide a 68 
Dirt Bike: Calendar sonsir ens 49 


Dirt Bike Magazine ...... 8, 80 
Dirt Bike Photo Album zu OU 
Dirt Incorporated ........ 2 Ole: 


Dirt Rider, The .... 
Endura Vitamins .. 
Freedom Products .... 
G.E.M. Products .... 
Gordon s... " 
Grand Prix Cycles ........ «t 20 
Grand Prix Graphics .... 
Grand Prix Products .... 


GULF PENE Q0; xcoxmeremtmeomtses 105 
IE P. BOOKS: rettet vs 96 
Harley-Davidson Motor Co. .. EG 
Honda of Piqua ........................ z 27 


Hooker Headers ............ zs 97 


Hyland MI. ems an 12 
International Motorcycle Co. ...... a. 96 
J & L Accessories 00.0.0... ... 99 
J&R Mfg. Co. ........ ... 81 
TRACIE sarencang 2710) 
NONESHMOLOCKOSS: sre crecer eere 91 


Kari feel... ...—.. eter eei ORDRE 90 
Kendick Engineering ..................... m 

Klotz Special Formula Products .... — 
Lancer Eeatlieis.............. su 04 


Dave Meers Co. ........................ 
Midwest Allsport 


Fantastic 17"x22" 
Black & white posters 


Only $1.50 each plus 25€ postage. 


ads 


p OM. SON 
1. Airborne Yamaha 


3. Wheelie on a Beezer 4. Slidin’ Sideways 


All four $5.00 plus 50¢ postage. 


I! Enclosed is my check (or money 
1 
1 order) for $ 


[| 
1 Name 
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Please send me poster(s). 
[3 Te Co) 2.- les: [e] 
Only $1.50 each plus 25¢ 
postage. All four $5.00 
plus 50¢ postage. — pa 
PLUS PRODUCTS 
2732 Heritage Circle 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 
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DON’T FORGET TO LET US KNOW 


Use this form to notify us at least 6 weeks 
before you move to your new address 


1. Current address 


Attach Name 
SC address label 
from a recent issue Address 
PRODUCTS or print your name 
and address exactly as City 


DVP plastic tanks are race developed and tested 
for the serious rider. Major factory racing 
teams have chosen VESCO plastic tanks for 
their race bikes! 


DVP quality tanks come with cap, petcock, and 


shown on the label 


2. Fill in new address 
Name 


mounting hardware. DVP tanks are virtually New Address 
unbreakable and carry a one year guarantee. 
SEND 50€ FOR INFO & VESCO DECAL TO: City State Zip 


Mail form to: DIRT BIKE Magazine 
Subscription Service Dept., Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316 


El Cajon, California 92020 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


DON VESCO PRODUCTS 
* 765 El Cajon Boulevard 
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CRASH AND BURN 


"Tie me kangaroo down, mate, tie me kangaroo down .. .” Australian folk song that seems to fit. 
Photo by Bryan Klock, King of the Desert Photographers 
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MUSCLE 


How much bike can you handle? Are you ready 
for more horse power? More torque? More 
performance? Say, yes. And you’re ready for 
Hooker. Sophisticated high performance 

exhaust systems. The best. Engineered, designed 
and dyno tuned by the pros. By the largest builder 
of high performance exhaust systems in the 
world. Hooker Headers. When you’re ready 

for the best. 


Available at better dealers for 
popular Two and Four cycle 
bikes. For complete 

information and two Hooker 
decals, send 50¢ handling 

to Hooker Headers, 1032 TF West 


HEIR 


oHEADERS 


Brooks Street, Ontario, ` WE BELONG 


California 91762. (Mic) 


[étrochem 


ATF FORK LIFE 


Has excellent anti-foam, -rust 
and -oxidation characteristics. 
Honda recommends ATF fluid. 
Available in 10, 20, 30 and 40 
weights. Cap graduated in 
CC’s for accurate fills. Fill 
specs on back of can for 
Honda, Yam., Suzi and Kaw. 


FORK FILLER 


The Bellows Syringe, a 
Petrochem exclusive, injects 
ATF Fork Life directly into the 
forks. Allows ease of filling 
with no spills, no funnels, no 
mess. Prevents over-fills. Also 
ideal for filling batteries 

and crankcases. 


HAND KLEAN 


Petrochem foaming Hand 
Klean is an easy to use, 
waterless hand cleaner. 
Removes oil, grease, paint and 
ink like magic. Contains 
lanolin. Keep it handy in your 
tool kit or glove compartment 
for that emergency situation. 


MOTORCYCLE WHEEL 
BEARING GREASE 


Formulated for high 
temperature runs and shock 
loading conditions. Adhesive 
qualities hold better in 


bearings, even with poor seals. 


Available in 212 oz. tool box 
size or the 1# economy size. 


E. ASHLAND CHEMICAL CO. specialty products 
Ashland, DIVISION ASHLAND OIL, INC. 


PETROCHEM ESP 


Dries out and waterproofs 
ignition system. Also a rust 
inhibiting, lubricating and 
penetrating oil. Spray entire 
motorcycle after washing. 
Shines like wax after wipe-off, 
proteéts paint and chrome, 
lubricates where needed. 


CABLE LIFE MINUS 70° 


Formulated specifically for 
snowmobiles and motorcycles. 
Stays fluid to 70 degrees below 
zero. Aids in preventing 
throttle cable from freezing in 
open position. Displaces 
moisture, lubricates and rust 
proofs all moving parts. 


10505 South Painter Avenue e Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 


